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Super-Batteries 


The Tru th Are international cartels trying to suppress them? 


Will they really re-charge themselves ? 


What about silver, etc., plates ? 


How good are 
long-life guarantees ? 


by Frank E. Williams 


you believe—about claims being made for bat- 

teries today? Since I’m the man who started all 
the excitement by producing the Life-time battery, you 
might as well get the facts—once and for all—straight 
from me. 


\ ) 7 HAT CAN YOU BELIEVE—and what can’t 


First, let’s discuss what seems to be the most popular 


sion” hasn’t got a battery worth suppressing — they're 
just crying to get attention. 


Can any battery really re-charge itself? Yes. Any good 
battery will recuperate if you give it a few minutes’ rest 
after running it down. The difference is: how fast will it 
bounce back? and how many times? In a test by Motor 
Trend magazine, the Life-time battéry set a record by 


claim made by the half-dozen or so 
companies that have sprung up in 
the last few months: 


“Secret European (type) battery 
now available here!” To begin with, 
all batteries are European “type,” 
dating back to Volta’s original 
discovery in 1801. As for modern 
European batteries, we tested the 
best of them—a German job—and it 
skinnéd everything in sight except 
the Life-time battery (we won that 
test by such a narrow margin we'd 
rather not talk about it), but there 
wasnt anything secret about the 
~ way the German battery was made: 
just good workmanship. 


What about silver, etc., plates? 
Our search for the ideal plate mate- 
rial went back through the original 
discoveries of Volta—included inves- 
tigation of Ritter’s gold-ammonia 
battery and Gautherot’s fantastically 
expensive platinum plate design 
over 150 years ago. True, these were 
Europeans, but the alloy we ulti- 
mately selected and named the “neu- 


An American 


Success Story 


When California inventor Frank Wil- 
liams turned his attention from profes- 
sional engineering and invested his 
personal fortune in the development of 
the Life-time battery, he started a 
chain reaction that has brought vastly 
increased incomes to 10,000 dealers 
and distributors in the U.S. and abroad. 
Batteries are now rolling out of four 
plants to meet tremendous consumer 
demand, and with over $1,000,000 
slated for “the most ambitious battery 
advertisiing campaign of the decade,” 
the company expects to double present 
sales within eight months. For informa- 
tion about dealerships and distributor- 
ships now being awarded, write: 


Continental 
Manufacturing 
Corporation 





Dept. MT-6, Washington Blvd. 
at Motor Ave., Culver City, Calif. 


bouncing back to life 23 times, and 
still had more power than the two 
famous brands it was tested against. 


How good are long-life guaran- 
tees? Right now, some companies 
are advertising fantastically long 
guarantees in order to sell batteries 
—but they haven't got either the 
product or the finances to back them 
up, and a lot of people may be dis- 
appointed in a year or so if their bat- 
teries go dead and the company that 
sold them has gone out of business. 
Your safest bet is to buy only from a 
reputable dealer. 


Then what about the 6-year guar- 
antee on the Life-time battery? A 
fair question. Even though one of 
the prototype Life-time batteries is 
still going strong after 11 years, we 
set a 6-year limit on our guarantee— 
a figure so conservative that a multi- 
million-dollar bonding company has 
added its backing to our own. 


Check the price, the guarantee, 
and the company before you buy! 
We sincerely believe that the Life- 


tronic” plate is a product of American metallurgy that 
Europeans probably will never be able to duplicate. 


Are international cartels trying to suppress a super- 
battery? Fyankly, the only opposition to the Life-time 
battery has been hard, defensive selling from U.S. manu- 
facturers who—understandably—don’t want to spend 
millions in costly re-tooling to produce an entirely new 
kind of battery. International cartels? Bunk! Anyone in 
this country who complains about any kind of “suppres- 


time battery, with a legitimate six-year bonded guaran- 
tee, is the only really outstanding value on the market 
today. One price for all cars and standard trucks: $29.95 
for six-volt sizes, $34.95 for 12-volt sizes (plus a com- 
plete line of marine and industrial batteries). If your 
dealer doesn’t have the Life-time battery yet, (10,000 
dealers do), show him this page and ask him to order one 
for you—or write us for the name of your nearest Life- 
time battery dealer. © 1956 
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ustin-Healey First in Class in 
bring 12-Hour Endurance Test! 





The Austin-Healey team at Sebring. Left to right: Lance Macklin, Morris Goodall, George Huntoon, and Donald Healey. 


Wins third place among 22 cars—of all 
classes—that finish out of 58 starters 


Sensational new sports car beats racing cars 
costing up to $17,000. 


Once again the Austin-Healey proves its amazing durability 
and superb ease of handling in America’s most difficult race, 
the twisting, turning 12-hour Grand Prix d’Endurance at 
Sebring, Florida, on March 7. 
The Austin-Healey “100” comes completely equipped with 
a long list of de luxe extras at the unbelievably low price of 
$2985 f.o.b. coastal ports of entry. Features like a heater and 
ose defroster. Twin carburetors. Tachometer. Adjustable wind- 
ae ee eS sscreen. Overdrive. Tonneau cover. Leather upholstery. And 
‘th 4 Austin-Healey i finish ated = f sina wire-spoke wheels. Modification kits for racing available. If 
you love fast cars, you must see the Austin-Healey. 


costly racing cars. The Austin-Healey has been called “the : 
greatest sports-car buy of all time.” AUSTIN OF ENGLAND, 27-29 W. 57th Street, New York City. 
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STAR-SHAPED 
ELEMENT 


TRAPS 
DIRT 


eecese DOES NOT 
RECIRCULATE IT! 


Recently improved—Vokes Filters are 
now better than ever. Their exclusive, 
patented star-shaped filtering element 
provides more dirt-storing capacity 
to really trep dirt instead of merely 
push it through the filter and thereby 
recirculate it. Back pressure is negli- 
gible. Write today for details and 
name of nearest Autocessories dealer. 


Their Pata 

















Lengthen Engine Life 
with LAYSTALL 


CROMARD 
100,000 MILE LINERS 


Don’t just rebore for limited mileage! 
Put in Laystall CROMARD chrome- 
plated steel liners and get 100,000 miles 
or more of efficient, economical perform- 
ance with negligible piston and cylinder 
bore wear! Because of the absence of 
abrasive particles from the cylinder walls, 
wear throughout the engine will be re- 
duced. Made in England by the makers 
of LAYSTALL-LUCAS CYLINDER 
HEADS..For details and name of nearest 
dealer write Dept. 6MT 
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EDITORIAL 


... If You Can Get It 


OR THE PAST FIVE YEARS, 
the General Petroleum Corp. has been 
sponsoring the Mobilgas Economy Run. 


oo Each year a certain number of cars have | | y 
been picked at random by the AAA Con- 
test Board for an event the hucksters say | - 
includes “every type of driving condition 
encountered by the average motorist in a 
























34 year’s normal driving.” 

36 Regardless of whether each year’s event 
has met this condition or not, there has 

38 . | f h Ycs...the BONZER Cosmopolitan Wheel Kit for 1954 
been an important esson for the average is truly magnificent! As continental as a weekend in : 
motorist. That is—YOU can get fuel Paris. ..this great, new Continental-type wheel kit is the 
economy comparable to what these pro- ONLY one that gives you all six exclusive features: 
fe . l d . h b . (1) Stainless Steel Tire Ring, (2) Stainless Steel i 
— vere Bane Dee Setting. Fender Pads, (3) Embossed Gravel Pan, (4) Battleship 

19 It’s been a chore to convince the aver- Construction, (5) Horizontal Position and 
age motorist that he and his car are capa- (6) Touch Toe Release Lever! 

22 ble of above-average mileage. Available for 1953 and 1954 General Motor, Ford 

Oo t of thinkin . Chrysler and Studebaker products. ..the BONZER Le 

23 ov ee~cnge Bete 5 bie - : 8) Cosmopolitan Wheel Kit is the hottest item in the ‘ 

24 may be that the motoring public realizes automotive accessory market today! NOTE: ; : 
that each car has been tuned to perfec- | Kit fits any wire wheel disc 

25 ‘ ; ; or snap-on wire wheel. 
tion—something they can’t hope to do | 


26 every time they make a trip <{ * 
BONZER m 0 ; i 
Another reason voiced by some is that 0 g 14 ee Kit... 


each of the drivers is a professional. Even 


though the drivers may not compete in WHET ZU, 
15 any cther event, they train for economy | We ad aw, s 
27 driving, a technique in itself. Fk - sl: 
28 Another plausible explanation may be q se Oy ‘ 

that the competitors know where the des- STAINLESS STEEL TIRE HORIZONTAL POSITION : 
29 ae ee oe ; RINGS & FENDER PADS 

tination is months in advance, and can : 
31 (and do) test their cars over the possible 


32 routes during this period. 
50 There may be other reasons why some 
motorists can’t interpret the mileage fig- 
58 ures in the Mobilgas Economy Run in 
terms of what they can get with their 
cars. But—it seems that just the ones 
enumerated make it advisable at least to | 
..60 consider some variations. f 
68 One way of eliminating the objection 
72 to practice over a known course might be 
é to keep the course secret until the last 
74 possible moment. 
A way of creating a situation where 
each car is set up for all-around perform- 
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a 
“a ance and not just economy might be 
this: drive the cars for economy to the 
destination, then have acceleration and 
braking tests without further tuning. 
Points could be given for position in each 
of the three phases, with the car receiv- 
ing the greatest total being the winner. . 
We certainly realize, and appreciate, 
the many problems invoived in conducting 
an event like the Mobilgas Economy Run. 
On the other hand, its basic objective 
Phone must be to show the average motorist that , 
a he can get good mileage with his car, and | 
not be at the same time to publicize the fact 
idweet that Mobilgas is the gas used. All efforts 
panied should be bent in the direction of wider 
tenes: acquaintance with the Run, better inter- 
idered pretation of what it means, and more gen- | 
— eral acceptance by everyone concerned. | 
—Walt Woron | 
rend ; 5 
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formance auto parts. 








Welcome to Mail-Mart! Here you'll find an outstanding selection 
of speed, power, and custom equipment—the newest, most inter- 
esting automotive specialties (plus some of the old favorites) from 
the stockrooms of the World’s Largest Distributor of high per- 








You won't have to ask directions when 
your car is equipped with a genuine Hull 
compass. These precision compasses can 
be depended upon to “steer you right” when 
you're in doubt. A “must” for your vacation 
trip! Adds an attractive, functional touch 
to your car. Available in two handsome 
models, complete with fittings and instruc- 
tions for easy installation in any car. Stand- 
ard model, $4.95 ppd. Item #1. Illuminated, 
chromed model, $6.95. Item #2. 





Get high compression from any engine this 
low-cost way! No milling, filling, special 
heads or pistons. Simply replacing stock head 
gasket with these special thin gaskets equals 
milling head about .060. Boosts stock Ford 
compression to 8:1, and gives similar or 
higher increase on others. Result is extra 
power and better gas mileage. Guaranteed 
blowout proof. Available for any make or 
model—U.S. or foreign. New low price, $4.95 
each; $4.95 per pair for V-8’s. Ppd. Item #10. 














Serious engine damage is caused by the 
“knock” or detonation that occurs the first 
few seconds of rapid acceleration. Ping-Stop 
prevents this harmful detonation, gives 
smoother performance, better mileage, and 
reduces vibration. This vacuum-actuated con- 
trol valve synchronizes spark timing to engine 
speed during that period when fast pickup 
overrides the engine’s regular vacuum ad- 
vance. Easy to install on any car or truck. 
Only $2.98 ppd. Item #16. 
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C.0.D. immediately. 


* 





Add real “zing” to your automobile with 
Car-De-Cal, the very latest automotive sen- 
sation. Giant four-color Tartan plaid decal, 
with red or green dominant. Easy to apply 
on tops, fenders, instrument panels, etc. 
Dozens of style suggestions with each kit. 
Won't injure paint. Leave on permanently, 
or remove easily with aviation gasoline— 
change color or plaid areas whenever you like. 
Kit “A”, 2500 sq. in., $9.95 ppd. Item #3. Kit 
“B”, 5000 sq. in., $19.95 ppd. Item #4. 





Use oil up to 10,000 miles safely! Lifetime 
Permanent Filter saves money . . . eliminates 
costly replacement packs. Porous bronze cone 
lasts forever. 250% more efficient than usual 
rag or paper filled “cans”; won’t soak up de- 
tergents; unaffected by heat or moisture. 
Used by Army, Navy & big fleet owners. 
Guaranteed 10 years! Conversion kit for your 
car’s filter (except full flow type) $6.95 ppd. 
Complete Unit, with housing, $12.95 ppd. 
Item #11. 





Has your car lost its zip? Does it burn oil? 
Sound like a “klunker”? Don’t run it off a 
cliff or spend big money on an overhaul. Just 
remove spark plugs and squeeze Holt’s Piston 
Seal into holes. Holt’s forms self-expanding 
seal that stops oil burning and piston slap. 
Restores compression and power. Treatment 
lasts 10,000 miles. Lloyds of London insures 
Holt’s against harm to even finest engines. 
Full treatment only $4.95, postpaid. Item #17, 


whatever other special 
any car—if you don’t see it 
ad below. Enclose 20% deposit. 






Naturally, only a few items can be shown here each month, so 
equipment you may need—any item—for 
e, — send a description to the 

our order will be shipped 





Traffic experts agree safety belts save lives— 
should be required on all cars. Why take 
chances with your own safety and that of 
your loved ones? These approved belts are 
comfortable, do not wrinkle clothes, take only 
a second to fasten, and are completely adjust- 
able. Highly polished buckles and glistening 
nylon belting. Your choice of smart maroon, 
gray, green. or blue. Adds beauty and dis- 
tinction to your car. New low price: $9.95 
complete. Item #5. 





‘ 


Built like a power house transformer! From 
England comes the Runbaken OilCoil, which 
engineers acclaim the hottest coil in the 
world! 30,000 volts output compared to ordi- 
nary coils’ 10-12,000 volts. Gives quicker 
starts, more pulling power and acceleration, 
better mileage. Features unbreakable trans- 
parent case with visible windings immersed 
in clear oil for cooling and to exclude mois- 
ture. Fits any car; full two-year guarantee, 
only $19.95 ppd. Item #12. 








Convert any engine to Dual Ignition with 
these twin point Breaker Plates. Produces a 
fatter, hotter spark—eliminates high speed 
miss. Reduces point pitting and plug fouling. 
Boosts mileage; gives easier starting and 
smoother performance by increasing cam 
dwell time and allowing longer coil satura- 
tion. Features super-size tungsten points for 
long life and maximum reliability. Chev, 
Ford, Merc, Linc, $6.50, postpaid. Ball bear- 
ing type for all others $9.95, ppd. Item #18. 
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The best asset any business can have is a satisfied customer. 
Therefore, the products shown in Mail-Mart have been especially 
selected as fine examples of all the thousands of items carried in 
our three modern warehouses. Every item has been tested and . 


approved as an outstanding value. 














Futurize your car with these electrically 
operated door and deck latches. Thtow away 
handles and fill in the holes for those 
sleek new lines. Place chrome pushbuttons 
wherever you wish. Kits contain all neces- 
sary solenoids, cables, pushbuttons, fittings, 
and instructions. Door Latch Kit (2 doors) 
fits all cars, $19.95. Item #6. Deck Latch Kit 
(fits °36-54 Fords, all Mercs, all GM cars 
from °49-’54, 53-54 Plymouths. Adaptable to 
others) $9.95. Item #7. 


2s 
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Does your car heel over on curves and have 
that swaying “float” on fast stretches? Does 
it “sag” when you hook up your trailer? With 
Air-Lift Spring Boosters, you ride on a con- 
trollable cushion of air . . . get a steady, 
level, safe ride . . . amazingly improved han- 
dling. Air-Lifts are easily installed. Instantly 
adjustable for any condition. Fit either coil 
or leaf springs. Front end sets from $16.00 to 
$18.75; rear, $18.50 to $26.15. Send $4.00 
deposit, front or rear. Item #13. 





Tired of spark plugs that skip and miss after 
first few weeks? Triple Fire Airplane Type 
plugs are guaranteed 20,000 miles! New 
design features three heat resistant, nickel- 
alloy electrodes instead of usual single steel 
point. Heat varies resistance, causing points 
to fire in rotation; triples performance and 
reliability—triples plug life! Save up to 
$13.20 compared to three sets of ordinary 
plugs. In perfectly matched sets, just 89c 
for each plug ppd. Item #19. 
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Millions of microscopic molybdenum “roller 
bearings” to protect vital engine parts! Com- 
pounded of MoS, finest lubricant known. 
427% more pressure-resistant, 110% more 
heat-resistant, 40% more slippery than oil! 
60-second treatment plates moving parts 
with tough, friction-proof, molybdenum film. 
Cuts wear; boosts power. Guaranteed to out- 
perform all imitators. Genuine Auto-Moly, 
$1.15 ppd. (4 for $4.00 ppd.). Gear-Moly 
for trans., diff., etc. $2.25, ppd. Item #8. 


Many users report up to 25% increase in gas 
mileage with the precision-built Gane-Master 
Fuel Pressure Regulator. Large, sensitive 
diaphragm smooths out fuel pump pulsa- 
tions—permits ideal fuel-air mixture. Gane- 
Master prevents vapor lock; eliminates gas 
waste, stalling, flooding, and frequent carbu- 
retor adjustment due to excessive pressure. 
Will quickly pay for itself on any car or 
truck. Only $7.95, postpaid. Item #14. 


Would you like a complete photo-¢atalogue of all the latest power 
and mileage accessories on the market today? As 
Largest Supplier, we stock more than 60,000 items. Send only 25¢ 
(to cover postage and handling) and our 1954 Hi-Performance 
Equipment Catalogue will be mailed to you at once. 


the World’s 





Your engine’s worst enemy, sulphuric acid, 
won’t have a chance aginst Acid-X. The 
magnesium alloy capsule inside the Acid- 
X unit attracts and neutralizes engine acids 
by chemical affinity, removing corrosive 
agents which form in the crankcase. Stops 
etching of precision parts, reducing engine 
wear. Saves money on repairs. All oil gets 
Acid-X treatment as oil circulates. In- 
stall in 3 minutes to oil line entering oil 
filter. Only $2.95 ppd. Item #9. 





Magnesium Rocker Arms boost horsepower 
and give up to 600 more r.p.m. Two-thirds 
lighter than stock rockers, they will not float 
at high speed, even with stock springs. They 
end hydraulic lifter troubles, and reduce wear 
through whole valve train. Two optional 
types; standard, or high lift, which gives ef- 
fect of racing cam. Easy to install; furnished 
with hardened adjusting screws. For all 6’s 
(set of 12), $32.50; all V-8’s (set of 16) 
$39.50. Item #15. 





Order by mail today! Use the handy form below! Every item fully guaranteed. Send check and 


we pay postage on those marked ppd.; all others, FOB Los Angeles. Send 2977 deposit 
pay balance plus charges on arrival. Calif. buyers add 3%. ~ 
Dealers: We have excellent opportunities to offer you. 

Write today on your letterhead tor tull information. 


on COD's: 













LOS ANGELES 22, CALIFORNIA 


























5805 E. BEVERLY BLVD., DEPT. 178 ° 

a Sa ai eg een ene eee ae a 
MAIL MART ORDER BLANK Serger | 
Newhouse Automotive Industries, Dept. 178 1. 9. 13. 17 | 
5805 E. Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles 22, California 4 2) st jot) a ist | 
Gentlemen: Please ship me right away the items p oie } { ta a4 re re 0 | 

checked in the boxes at the right. My car is a 8 " . p 
Year. Make. Model No. Cyl < — full sioe 

enclosed, send a! 
Name once. | 
dress. $___.20% 
ie : “ a deposit gyoteeed, 
ity. ‘one. tate. sen . 

— = oe oe oe ee oe ae ee oe ee ew ewe ee ew ee ee ee Sideanuh cada hnchacamadiamaeaenianidaiall 
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your engine’s 
performance 
at you duve! 













STEWART- 
WARNER 


A Driving Gauge 
and Engine Analyzer — 





engineered by Stewart-Warner, the 
best-known name in precision engine 
instruments for over 40 years. A must 
for every driver who wants to get the 
most from his engine. 

Motor Minder gives you a constant 
“instrument check” on your engine. 
Warns instantly of faulty performance 
by spark plugs, carburetor, rings, 
valves, timing, etc. Forewarns against 
engine trouble .. . helps keep engine 
in top shape, save gas, cut repair bills. 


Accurate On All Cars. Swivel-mounted 
Motor Minder has no confusing scales 
... can be read instantly from any 
angle. Easily installed. Can pay for it- 
self through improved performance 
and gas savings. 

Get it at your dealer’s today. If he 
cannot supply you, send his name and 
address, along with your check or 
money order for $10.95 to Stewart- 
Warner. Motor Minder will be sent 
direct to you prepaid! 


STEWART-WARNER 


Instrument Division, Dept. W-64 
1840 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Illinois 











NO TAIL-WAGGER 


Dear Sir: 

Your road test on the Buick Century is 
the second one I have seen condemning the 
“understeer” characteristics of this car. Why? 

As a subscriber to your British contempo- 
rary, the Autocar, I find their road tests tak- 
ing the opposite approach, that is, praising 
those cars with understeer and condemning, 
at least to a slight degree, those with marked 
oversteer characteristics. 

So why the difference between opinions 
on the two sides of the Atlantic? Are we 
to assume that our British cousins are bet- 
ter drivers and are able to handle a car 
which goes into a four-wheel drift? I cer- 
tainly don’t enjoy the tail-wagging character- 
istics of the Detroit Iron I've driven, par- 
ticularly when the going is slippery and there 
is a long road to be covered in a hurry. 

Phillip H. Jensen 

Cohoes, N. Y. 
We can’t say whether the British, as a nation, 
are better drivers. We do know that the busi- 
ness of the general population taking its 
driving seriously has been established for 
many years across the:ocean. Here in the 
U.S., it is long overdue. And this is the 
basis for our reasoning that millions of 
drivers in our country—the millions who 
haven't yet learned how much enjoyment 
there is in skilful driving—are being need- 
lessly subjected to danger if their family cars 
are likely to go into a four-wheel drift. 
Actually, we prefer understeer and look to 
the day when all owners do.—Editor. 


IT’S ALL IN YOUR POINT OF VIEW 


Dear Sir: 

I noticed your crack about our 
Cities Service 5D Premium gasoline (‘‘Reg- 
ular vs. Ethyl Gas,” April MT). I'll stake a 
claim here and now that its quality is above 
any other premium fuel and that the five 
characteristics cannot be found in any 
other... 

James Rucker 
Bartlesville, Okla. 


Gentlemen: 
. . . I have a Cities Service station and 
I especially liked the boost you gave Cities 
Service 5D gasoline. (It’s) all true. 
Clayton Ferguson 
Kansas City, Mo. 


... INCUSTOMIZING, TOO 


Dear Sir: 

I, for one, think that H. J. Israel should 
be shot for ruining that 53 Stude the way 
he did (“How I Customized My Car,” April 
MT). It was a beautiful car. Now it looks 
like an accident going somewhere to happen. 
It does take nerve to attempt to improve on 
Raymond Loewy’s designs. 

J. W. Henton 

Sioux Falls, $.D. 
We're inclined to think that Mr. Henton’s 
suggestion for chopping Mr. Israel is too 
radical a customizing job. (However, we 
should not like to see him indicted for 
his opinion! )—Editor. 


WE GOOFED 
Dear Sir: 

The Model T Ford pictured on page 36 of 
your April issue is not having an extra tank 
filled with gas; on that model, the gas 
tank was in the rear trunk and not under 
the seat as usual. The tank was also rec- 
tangular. 

Hayden Shepley 

Essex, Mass. 
Anyone who thinks the Model T is dead is 
hereby offered the use of a desk in MOTOR 
TREND’S Jibrary. There he may read all the 
irate letters we received about this error. 
—Editor. 


Dear Sir: 

In the April issue of MT, on page 24, 
there is a picture of a car supposed to be 
the 54 Kaiser Manhattan. The Manhattan 
has a new wrap-around rear window, which 
the Special doesn’t have .. . 

Robert Parmet 

New York, N. Y. 
Our reluctant congratulations to eagle-eyed 
Mr. Parmet. To make matters worse, we 
knew it was a Special, but had no photo of 
a Manhattan (Kaiser-Willys in Los Angeles 
didn’t even have a car when we went to 
press). So we carefully photographed a Spe- 
cial from a spot where we thought no one 
could tell the difference, and wove our- 
selves right into our own tangled web. 
—Editor. 
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HIS IS A GOOD MONTH to go to the 

movies. Coming to your local theater is 
the J. Arthur Rank production of ‘Gene- 
vieve,” which stars a 1904 Darracq and a 
Spyker of approximately the same vintage. Of 
course there are people in the show too, but 
the cars deserve the Oscars. The film tells the 
story of two young couples taking their re- 
stored and beloved antiques on the London- 
Brighton run, an event staged in real life an- 
nually by England’s Veteran Car Club. The 
show is funny enough to appeal to everyone, 
but it’s a must for old car lovers. 

Another must is the stirring Technicolor 
production “Run for the River.” This is the 
story of the 1953 Mexican Road Race, and the 
action will keep you on the edge of your seat. 
The film is now available for non-profit group 
showings through Lincoln-Mercury dealers. 


CBS RADIO will report sports car and 
Grand Prix race results. John Derr, Direc- 
tor of Sports for CBS Radio, will include 
the results of national and _ international 
events in his “John Derr Sports Program” 
heard on Sunday nights, 10:45-11 p.m., 
EST, over a coast to coast CBS Radio net- 
work. When major events are run on Sat- 
urday (such as Watkins Glen), Derr will 
include these results in his Saturday “Sports 
Roundup,” 6:30-6:45 p.m., EST, also coast 
to coast. 


WE'VE BEEN RECEIVING a four-page 
newsletter which contains a comprehensive 
run-down on the latest activities in the field 
of auto racing. It has other things, too. We 
quote: “. . . a self-admitted law expert bet a 
friend there was no law against driving in the 
nude. To prove it, he shed his clothing, 
climbed into his car, and started out for a 
drive. He was arrested for not having his 
driver's license on his person!” You can get 
National Pit Pass Weekly at Box 66, Culver 
City 11, Calif. Ed Elliott and Bob Russo are 
publisher and editor, respectively. 


“SPEED KILLS, TAKE IT EASY!” That's a 
new slogan used by the Insurance Association 
of Los Angeles in a new intensive highway 
safety campaign. Included in the highway 
safety package is a specially written theme 
song, “Drive Carefully.” It urges, to a catchy 
melody, that drivers use care and be cour- 
teous. It assures them they will get home just 
as soon. You'll probably be hearing it as a 
finale in night clubs, movies, and over the air. 


THE BADGE BAR JOURNAL is a new 
sounding board for sports car clubs all over 
the country. If your club hasn’t registered 
with them, we suggest you write to Al Wint- 
ringham, The Badge Bar Journal, Box 3391, 
Carmel, Calif. (Continued on page 66) 
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THE ORIGINAL 


EQUA: FLOW 
EXHAUST SYSTEM 


... is designed for the single purpose 
of providing extra road horsepower 
at lower operating cost 
through reduction of exhaust 
system back-pressure. 


INSIST on the best... 

on the original, on the Belond 
EQUA-FLOW Exhaust System 
for your V8-powered automobile, 
for the very finest of low 

cost performance. 


Belond Exhaust System Products ¢ 
are now available through 
Automotive Parts Houses, 
Garages, Speed Shops and 
Muffler Shops. Automobile 
Dealers throughout the nation. 














CULVER CITY 1, CALIFORNIA 


o 
° 
S ee MUFFLER CORPORATION 











*Trade marks registered, U.S. Pat. Off. 








Spotlight on Detroit 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN—The news is 


good this month. Sales are on the up- 
swing for all auto companies, Chevro- 
let’s Soap Box Derby is in the offing, 
and one of the country’s leading hearse 
manufacturers casually went out and 
bought venerable Reo Motors, Inc., for 
a cool $16.5 million. Sparkplug Russ 
Feldmann, President of . . . 


HENNEY MOTOR CO., makes a regu- 





lar practice of buying ailing (or at least 


Ee ca 


stagnant) firms, building them up, then 
selling them at a nice profit. The future 
for Reo now seems to be a matter of 
making the old gal pretty enough to at- 
tract American Motors, who need a line 
of trucks in the family. Meanwhile, 
Henney is beginning to pay attention to 
the transportation requirements of the 
distinguished living as well as the dead. 
For the past several years, Henney has 
provided Packard with limousine bodies 
without publicly claiming credit. Last 





VIPs can ride in the curved, rear-facing seat of Packard’s ultra-fancy new wagon 
and see all the important places they’ve been without the need to crane their necks 





A convertible and the Buick Century’s 200-hp liveliness just seem to go together, so 
omission of this model was disappointing when the ’54s were announced. But here it is 
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By Don MacDonald 


year’s Packard Pan American show carts 
were handcrafted by the Freeport, 
Ill., firm, and now comes the.. . 


SUPER STATION WAGON, a name 


which is no exaggeration. Undoubtedly 
the longest (156-inch wheelbase, 252 
inches overall) private passenger vehicle 
even in irregular production, it will seat 
12 in traditional Packard (and Henney ) 
luxury. Three of these passengers ride 
backwards in an observation lounge at 
the rear. The car uses as many Packard 
components as possible, including the 
big 212-horsepower straight-eight en- 
gine with optional Ultramatic transmis- 
sion. Extras include power steering, a 
super-sized air-conditioning system, and 
fresh-air heating. Aside from its obvious 
appeal to resort hotels and other oper- 
ators of deluxe taxicabs, Henney has re- 
ceived numerous inquiries from pro- 
lific private citizens who wish to cart 
their over-sized families around in some- 
thing other than a chartered bus. Slant- 
ed to a slightly different market is the 
new... 


CENTURY CONVERTIBLE, a thought- 


ful addition to that Buick series. The 
interior is trimmed in real leather to 
Roadmaster standards; power assists 
on the windows and front seat are stand- 
ard items. Buick is firmly ensconced in 
third place, sales-wise, and it is smart 
merchandising that put them there. 
Unless you study the price list, it is 
not immediately apparent that a basical- 
ly equipped Buick Special can be pur- 
chased for less than an accessory-loaded 
top-line Ford, Chevrolet, or Plymouth. 
This fact has wooed many a buyer 
away from the so-called “low-price” 
field. Once he has you in the Buick fam- 
ily, General Manager Ivan Wiles makes 
sure that he has a car to fit each point 
in your rise to prosperity. Hudson, on 
the other hand, is not too familiar with 
that word lately, but is trying to remedy 
matters with its... 


NEW HORNET SPECIAL and the Jet 


club sedan, both austerity versions 
priced $200 lower than their previous 
counterparts. This branch of the newly 
formed American Motors Corp. suf- 
fered a $10.5 million loss for 1953 oper- 
ations even though total sales dropped 
barely 1000 units from 1952. It seems 
a shame, as the Jet last year outper- 
formed everything else in its price class, 
and the bigger Hudsons, the way we see 
it, are tops in roadability. Our opinion, 


incidentally, is borne out by Hudson’s 
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FYI...PACKARD'S SUPsR STATION WAGON...BUICK CueNTURY CONViRTIBLS...NaW 


AUTOMATIC DIMMeR...CHRYSLeR'S COAXIAL POWER 


stock car racing record. Last year saw 
the Hornet win 46 times out of 64 
starts in NASCAR- or AAA-sanctioned 
events. This year, the total is already 
nine wins out of 10 starts. It pays to 
be versatile, certainly a virtue of .-. . 


McCULLOCH MOTORS CORP. of Los 
Angeles, which has recently set up shop 
in Detroit for the express purpose of 
making its supercharger (MT, Oct. 
1953) standard equipment on other 
cars besides the Kaiser Manhattan. They 
have several good prospects at the mo- 
ment, and we assume Studebaker is one 
of them. Just about the one thing the 
Starliner needs is something under the 
hood to put it in a class, performance- 
wise, with the Corvette and Thunder- 
bird, and the McCulloch blower could 
do it. Another McCulloch product 
aimed at the factory-installed accessory 
market is an... 


AUTOMATIC DIMMER for headlights 


that has several advantages over the 
other brand now on the market. Big- 
gest, perhaps, is a sensitivity control 
which can be adjusted to prevent ex- 
cessively courteous nodding to reflect- 
ing signs, gas stations, street lights, and 
other sources of highway illumination. 
The unit hides out of the way behind 
the rear-view mirror and has a noise- 
less relay. It is planned to retail at a 
price somewhat under Guide’s “Au- 
tronic Eye.” Another device calculated 
to raise everything on your car, presum- 
ably including the cost, is Auto-Lite’s 
projected ... 


ELECTRO-HYDRAULIC 
system. This, according to President L. 
H. Middleton, could conveniently oper- 
ate from a central power source the 27 
separate mechanical things that need 
be done on tomorrow’s car. Some five of 
these are already being individually 
done, each with its own power source. 
Middleton visualizes a single, high-pres- 
sure (1000 psi), electrically driven 
pump which will take care of the origi- 
nal five (power steering, brakes, win- 
dows, front seat, and convertible top) 
as well as raise hood and rear deck, 
open or lock doors, jack the car, wipe 
the windshield, shift gears, and possibly 
heat or cool the interior. This is a par- 
tial list; the total is restricted only by 
the designer’s imagination. Another in- 
teresting facet of our trip to New York 
to see Auto-Lite’s annual telecast of 
the “Easter Parade of Stars” (that was 
the night you kept waiting in suspense 
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for “Suspense” to begin but it never al: two testers were killed in the early 
did) was Middleton’s discussion of stages of development. However, forces 
the radical... are harnessed now, and the engines are 
running. Meanwhile, while we're stuck 
with the inefficient old internal combus- 
tion engine, Middleton seems sold on tH 
supercharging rather than further in- 
creases in compression ratio. He points 
out that an 8.5 to 1 engine will only 
gain about 15 per cent in thermal eff- 
ciency when raised to 12.5 to 1 (well 
(Continued on page 56) 


CLOSED-CIRCUIT ENGINE, a power- 
plant we didn’t realize was being ac- 
tively considered for motor cars. Using 
mono- propellant (oxygen - containing ) 
fuel, which is recondensed and placed 
back in circulation, it operates much 
like the old steam engine. The tremen- 
dous energies involved are literally leth- 




































Those who have hankered for a Hudson Hornet can now buy a non-deluxe two-door 
for $200 less. The offering is a timely one, for few U.S. cars are more at ease on a trip 










Corresponding price reductions in the Jet line bring it into direct competition with 
Ford Mainline and Chevrolet One-Fifty. This two-door sedan represents a $200 drop 
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Read this and you may stand 
a 4 to I chance of walking away 


from your next crack-up! 


Your Chances of Avoiding a Traffic Accident 
Grow Smaller Every Day! 


Let’s face the facts. We are pouring new 
cars and new drivers onto already con- 
gested highways faster than new roads 
can be built. 

In spite of the heroic efforts of the 
National Safety Council and law enforce- 
ment agencies every year since 1920, we 


have had a higher number of accidents, 
and...we are going to have MORE. 
Don’t think, “it always happens to the 
other guy:’ Your own probability of an 
accident within the next 24 months is 
about 3 out of 5, but when the inexorable 
law of averages catches up with you— 


You Need Not Be Killed, or Even 
Seriously Injured, IF... 


you have planned for your accident—in 
advance! 

In a collision, one of two things hap- 
pens. Your car comes to an instant halt, 
or it takes a violent change of direction. 
Sounds simple, doesn’t it—but the effect 
on the car’s passengers is frightful—even 
at low speeds. 

Suppose your car, traveling 30 mph, 
crashes to a stop within 2 feet, its decel- 
eration, or slowing down rate is 483 feet 
per second, per second, (15 times the 
pull of gravity) or 15 G’s as the physi- 
cists say. At the moment of impact how- 
ever, the occupants of the car continue 
to travel at 30 mph, until their bodies 
collide with either the dashboard or the 
steering wheel. If the dashboard will give 
even two inches, their deceleration rate 
is nearly 5800 feet per second, or 180 
G’s!, You may survive the 15 G car crash, 
but you cannot escape death or serious 
injury from the 180 G body impact. 


In a spin type or roll-over collision at 
50 mph, assuming you weigh 150 Ibs, 
you can be hurled against your car door 
with the fantastic force of two and one- 
half tons!|—more than enough to rip the 
door from its hinges, and catapult you 
headlong into the street. 

If you “wore” your car, like a suit of 
armor, though, the crushing of the car’s 
fenders, grill work, etc., would absorb a 
tremendous amount of impact energy, 
and you would be spared unless the pas- 
senger space was totally smashed, which 
happens only rarely. An automobile 
Safety Belt can save you from injury or 
violent death by holding you inside the 
car, and letting the car be your “protec- 
tive armor.’ Which do you prefer, slow- 
ing down at 15 G’s with the car, or at 
180 G’s against the car? Besides protect- 
ing you at the moment of collision, a 
Safety Belt can keep you in position to 
retain control over your car. 


84% Died Unnecessarily! 


The Indiana State Police, cooperating 
with Cornell University Scientists, have 
investigated hundreds of fatal accidents, 
and have recently revealed the amazing 
truth. Out of every 100 persons killed in 
auto crashes, 66 would definitely have 
been saved had they been wearing safety 
belts! An additional 18 would probably 
have survived with safety belts, and only 


16 of the 100 would have been doomed 
regardless of safety belt protection. Think 
of it! 33,600 men, women and children, 
84% of the forty thousand who were 
slaughtered in smashups last year, need 
not have died at all! It is impossible to 
tell how many of the 1,300,000 who were 
maimed last year would have been saved 
by a safety belt. © 1 
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Trend 


Legislation is 
Now Under 
Consideration 


in several states which will require pas- 
senger cars to be equipped with Safety 
Belts. Colliers, Saturday Evening Post, 
Fortnight, Time, Popular Science, Motor 
Trend, Motor Life, Newsweek, Esquire 
and hundreds of other leading magazines 
and newspapers have publicized the vital 
need for Safety Belt protection for all 
motorists. 

The public, finally aroused over the 
terrible toll of motor accidents, is now 
demanding that since we can’t stop acci- 
dents from happening, let’s start action 
to prevent ancbicak deaths and injuries. 
Safety Belt Laws are sure to follow. The 
question is, “How many more Americans 
must be killed before the legal machin- 
ery can act? 








ATTENTION DEALERS! 


DEALERS... Join now in this crusade against 
deaths and injuries. Safety Belts must be 
made available to every motorist in Amer- 
ica, and your help is needed to meet the 
demand. Send the form below; you will 
receive complete information by return 
mail. 

34 regional directors in the $15,000 a year 
income bracket needed at once! 

Automotive Safety Associates 
Dept. MT-6, 12145 National Blvd. 
Los Angeles 64, California 


Please send ASA dealer plan by 
return mail. 





FIRM NAME 





ATTENTION OF. 





ADDRESS. 





CITY. ZONE STATE 
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Why Wait for Them to 
Pass a Law! 


that will give you and your loved ones 
protection in the crash that may happen 
tomorrow? You can order Safety Belts 
for your car, any make, any model, now 
—TODAY! 


Insist on Official 
ASA Safety Belts 


The ASA Safety Belt, made exclusively 
for us by the world’s largest manufacturer 
of aircraft safety equipment, is the finest 
ever produced for automotive use. These 
belts are designed to meet the rigid air- 
craft seat belt specifications of the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration Board. 
Each belt is made of the strongest 
super-test nylon webbing and is fitted 
with a finely machined chrome-molybde- 
num steel, quick release buckle. The 
heavy-duty } a mounting brackets are 
designed to withstand tremendous im- 
pact loads and can be easily installed to 
give maximum passenger protection. 


Warning! 


Car seat failure contributes to passenger 
injuries in many serious accidents. Don’t 

make the mistake of installing safety 
belts that are not designed to be perma- 
nently mounted to the car floor. Insist on 
ASA belts... your life may depend on it! 


YOUR BELTS BY MAIL TODAY! 
all fittings and installation in- 


structions, for... 1295 


AUTOMOTIVE SAFETY ASSOCIATES 


DEPT. MT-6, 19145 NATIONAL BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES 64, CALIFORNIA 


ORDER 


They will be Sed by return 
mail, postpaid, plete with 
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AN OPEN LETTER 


from 


John B. Simmons 
National Director A.S.A. 


For over five years, | have been inves- 
tigating the use of Safety Belts for 
accident injury prevention. | have 
studied the published reports of such 
authorities on crash injury prevention 
as Dr. Claire L. Straith, Chief of Plas- 
tic Surgery at the Harper Hospital in 
Detroit, Wm. W. Harper, nationally 
famous police physicist and Prof. J. H. 
Mathewson of - the University of Cal- 
ifornia. Their research indicates that 
safety belts are the only practical way 
to control the destructive force of 
inertia on the human body in an auto- 
mobile crash. 


My associates and | have formed 
organization to make available to ae 
public an approved type, top quality 
safety belt for the lowest possible 
price. The rest is up to you. Buy safety 
belts, install them in your car—and 
USE them. Talk safety belts to your 
friends and family. If you’re an em- 
ployer, follow the example of W. S. 
Quinn, publisher of Motor Life Mag- 
azine, who has installed belts in his 
employees’ cars at his own expense. 

We'd go to any length to keep our 
country out of a shooting war, and yet 
more Americans have died in auto 
accidents than in all the wars of our 
176 year history! Let’s declare war 
right now—war on the stupid practice 
of killing and crippling each other on 
our highways. 





What Are We Doing About lt? 





~ 

















I understand that if lam not completely satisfied I may return the belts for full refund within 10 days. 


* AUTOMOTIVE SAFETY ASSOCIATES, Dept. MT-6, 12145 National Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 

s Gentlemen: Please rush Automobile Safety Belts by return Parcel Post, prepaid. 
: Check color you prefer: 0) rep C] GREEN OO cray 

‘’ NAME 

. ADDRESS 

8 ciry. ZONE STATE 

° 0 $ Cash enclosed; ship postpaid 

7 O- $ 20% deposit enclosed; ship COD, plus charges 
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. FROM YOUR CAR 
is THIS EASY WAY! 






Se ee Here is a quick, safe, low-cost way to 


get powerful acceleration, smoother 





cruising, plus greatly increased gas mileage. 






These newly developed, solid metal head gaskets raise 





compression without milling, filling, buying special heads or pistons. 






Simply remove cylinder head—discard old gasket—slip in special 






thin gasket—and replace head. That’s all there is to it. Equals 






milling head about .060”. Boosts stock Ford ratio from 7:1 






up to 8:1. Similar or higher increase on other makes. 







Result is extra power... High Compression 


performance... better gas economy. 






SEND FOR YOURS TODAY! 


i NOW AVAILABLE FOR ANY $ 95 
a MAKE OR MODEL, U.S. OR FOREIGN, 


Pome ONE LOW PRICE... 0. pace. ss. 











DEALERS Write on your letterhead for information ($4.95 per pair for V 8's) 
We pay postage—Money back 






if not completely satisfied 
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By Don MacDonald 


S LONG AS WE CAN REMEMBER, 
Ford and Chevrolet have battled it 
out for sales supremacy. Each has had a 
share of victory, but from our viewpoint, 
the important thing about the everlasting 
tace is not who wins the various laps. In- 
stead, just like road-racing, it sparks com- 
petition-bred improvements which tend to 
make all cars a better breed. 
Nowhere is this more evidenced than in 
the recent revival of the American-made 
production sports car. It is easy to trace the 
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genesis, and from that you will understand 
our (and the manufacturers’) seeming 
misuse of the term “sports car.” 

First came the post-war influx of for- 
eign imports. In the beginning, these 
could be roughly grouped into three cate- 
gories: road-racing cars, utility cars, and 
connoisseurs’ (or vanity) cars. Detroit, 
fat in its seller’s market, nevertheless 
watched closely, even though imported car 
sales never (even now) accounted for 
more than a fraction of the total market. 


Road-racing cars (the true sports car ) 
provided the key. Those marques, such as 
MG and Jaguar, which began early to cater 
to American standards of comfort even at 
the sacrifice of some performance potential, 
sold the best. Those that refused to con- 
form found their sale limited solely to the 
“lunatic fringe,” Detroit’s tart (but really 
sympathetic) moniker for the true car 
enthusiast. 

The pattern became evident. America 
was definitely interested in a personal car 
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that was fun to drive aud feasible to own. 
The projected sales picture reached far be- 
yond the roster of SCCA members to en- 
compass the 17 per cent of American 
families who habitually own two or more 
cars. This is the market at which Detroit 
is aiming. Even though relatively high- 
priced (between $3000 and $4000 ), these 
cirs are not intended to replace your Cad- 
illac or Lincoln, but rather to be an 
auxiliary to them. The picture may change 
with the addition of new models to the 
lines, but that is the way it stands now. 

The idea would still probably not have 
been budgeted if it had not been for 
something called “motivation engineer- 
ing.” This is simply the principle (see 
MT, Feb. 54) that stowroom traffic is 
accelerated by the presence of a fancy dis- 
play car. You have seen this principle in 
operation at auto shows (such as GM's 
Motorama) where the diet of standard 
production models is spiced with a liberal 
sprinkling of dream cars. However, these 
one-of-a-kind items are not of much help 
to the dealer in your home town. The pro- 
duction sports car solves this problem; 
each dealer can have his own dream car. 

First on the scene was the Nash-Healey. 
This car qualifies in our category even 
though it is a sort of United Nations ef- 
fort. The fact that its components have 
been exported and imported several times 
over in the process of manufacture and 
assembly probably has a considerable bear- 
ing on the inordinately high price which 
has limited its acceptance. Nevertheless, 
its publicity value to Nash can’t be meas- 
ured in terms of dollars and cents. 

There is some argument as to who was 
next. Both the Kaiser-Darri and the Cor 
vette started out as solo dream cars. Kaiser 
now is seriously producing the KD-161, 
but this attractive car is considered by 
some to be underpowered in present form. 
Kaiser's analysis of the market seems to 
have missed on one vital point: potential 
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buyers of the production sports car don’t 
want to be creamed at the traffic light by 
the average American sedan. It makes 
them feel a little silly, just like it makes an 
occasional MG owner (the one who cares 
little about 144-liter class racing) question 
his investment. The obvious solution for 
Kaiser is the already engineered (MT, 
April 54) McCulloch-blown version. 

Corvette, on the other hand, went to a 
lot of expense in souping up the standard 
Chevrolet engine. The result is a car whose 
performance matches its appearance. Up 
until recently, Sales Manager W. E. Fish’s 
eyedropper distribution >f this vehicle in- 
sured that it only got into the hands of the 
most prominent local citizen who wanted 
one. This was an almost psychic assump- 
tion that some boy remains in every man, 
especially those who can afford it. The boy 
wanted the sports car, but the man was 
afraid of ridicule. Thus, the Corvette has 
a performance capable of erasing the 
smiles of bystanders. 

Only 315 Corvettes were built during 
1953. Production facilities are to be 
moved from Flint to St. Louis, and as of 
presstime, output has jumped to 500 a 
month, which is only half of the ultimate 
goal. There is still a waiting list, but the 
long gap between initial publicity and 
availability has cooled the desires of many 
buyers. Chevrolet dealers (distribution is 
now in their hands) now find that they 
have to contact as many as six people on 
the list before they find one who will 
honor his original commitment. 

Ford, with its Thunderbird in the off- 
ing, has learned a lesson from this. Now 
that the car has been announced for Fall 
production (deliveries starting in Septem- 
ber), they are definitely averse to pub- 
licity until such time as adequate stocks are 
in dealer hands. This is a partial explana- 
tion why performance figures for the 
Thunderbird on page 18 are calculated by 
us. The other reason is that the car is still 





Looking skyward as a Corvette floats by, we see what is essentially a stock Chevy. 
Outrigger springs are an exclusive Corvette touch. Sturdy frame adds to praeticality 
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Experts who forecast that the Thunder- 
bird would seem stark beside a Corvette 
are pleasantly surprised by its luxury 


undergoing engineering changes; some 
vital specs are not finally fixed. Ford will 
not let the car be driven by outsiders until 
the development program is completed. 
Thunderbird features which will not be 
changed are adequate bumpers, three-pas- 
senger seat, wind-up windows, and an all- 
metal body. Ford feels that these are essen- 
tial qualifications for any American car. 
The reasons for adequate bumpers and 
maximum seating capacity (for the body 
model) are obvious. Wind-up (power 
optional) windows a:d accessory hardtop 
are concessions to broaden the market. Not 
every state has the climate of Florida or 
California. Ford’s choice of a metal rather 
than plastic body is equally simple to 
analyze, but has nothing to do with the 


Three carburetors and (not shown) 
shielded ignition are changes from stock 
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Exhausts end in bumper guards. Option- 
al Fiberglas top is a courageous interpre- 
tation of the classic Continental’s roof 


course taken by Chevrolet. Both cars came 
from the drawing board about the same 
time. The Corvette appeared first because 
a plastic car can be put into production in 
a relative hurry. A_ limited-production 
metal car, to be economically feasible, 
must utilize tooling common with its high- 
production brothers. 

The Thunderbird is blood-relation, ap- 
pearance-wise, to the forthcoming 1955 
Ford. Although the body vill be built by 
Budd (who recently leased Murray’s De- 
troit facilities), it will alternate with 
Ranch Wagons on the ame Rouge assem- 
bly line. Chevrolet, or the other hand, 
chose the plastic (Fiberglas) route frankly 
because General Motors wanted to gain 
experience with this new material. Al- 
though there have been statements that 
15,000 units a year is the break-even 
point between metal and plastic, the day 
the Corvette is made of metal will be the 
day when a forthcoming standard Chevro- 
let will look a lot like a Corvette. 

This last is the true contribution of the 
production sports car. It is safe to predict 
that both companies will expand their 
specialty line to include other body mod- 
els. This will inevitably speed the day 
when there is at least a styling wedding 
between these and standard models. It is a 
happy, healthy future for the consumer— 
with or without gasoline in his blood. 

Other aspects of the Fiberglas versus 
metal argument are pretty much secondary. 
Plastic, generally speaking, has an advan- 
tage in the strength-wcight ratio depart- 
ment. On the other hand, it is an unfamil- 
iar material to most body repairmen. 
Plastic, even when formed from matched- 
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Argentina’s Juan Fangio smiles from the latest version of the Thunderbird (with 
new headlights). Both hardtop arid convertible, below, feature a three-passenger 
seat, wind-up windows, all-metal body. Ford says all are essential for real sa’es volume 


metal dies, requires a lot of hand finishing 
which raises the cost considerably. Both 
materials can be engineered to hold up 
equally well in service, but plastic requires 
special manufacturing and repair facilities. 

The basic difference between the Cor- 
vette and the Thunderbird is not so much 
the body material, but a conflicting anal- 
ysis of the American market. The Corvette 
was patterned closely after the European 
concept of a competition car. Conversely, 
the designers of the Thunderbird aimed at 
and achieved a California custom flavor. 
This is why Corvette presently has an 
almost purist indifference to the problem 
of weather protection. It was easy for the 
come-lately Thunderbird to offer adequate 
coverage, but we predict that it will be 
equally easy for Corvette to rectify what 
may be an error by producing the car on 
our cover. 

Performance-wise, neither car qualifies 
as a competition vehicle as it comes from 
the factory. Nor are they intended to be 
used for this purpose without extensive 
modification. However, both have spar- 
kling highway performance, which is what 
the factories feel you want most. The Cor- 
vette we know handles well (see page 18), 
and we presume the Thunderbird is 
equally agile. The famous race driver, 
Juan Fangio, managed to ride in (but not 
drive) the prototype Thunderbird and 
was impressed enough to sign up for the 
first to be sent to Argentina. Considering 
the fact that he is Buenos Aires’ leading 
Chevrolet dealer, this is certainly a strong 
testimonial. 

A peculiar paradox in this revival of 
real going road machines made in America 


is the reluctance of the factories to talk 
concretely about their products’ perform- 
ance. The Thunderbird speedometer. fo 
example, is graduated to 150 mph, but we 
predict that its true top speed will never 
be advertised except indirectly (such as a 
NASCAR win or one of our road tests ). 

The reason for this was almost enough 
to keep the Thunderbird and the Corvette 
from ever being born. Detroit is scared to 
death of well-meaning safety authorities 
who have branded horsepower as the 
cause of all accidents. Regardless of how 
unfair and untrue this is, it has placed 
performance figures in the same category 
as dirty jokes—something to be whispered 
in the back room amongst friends of the 
same sex. 

In our opinion, the higher the power- 
weight ratio, the safer is the car. The pro- 
duction sports cars combine this advantage 
with exceptionally good handling charac- 
teristics. These features are inbred because 
of the market they seek to reach. In proper 
hands, they will harm no one, while im- 
proper hands can commit mayhem with a 
Model T. 

Despite barbs and needles, Detroit is 
beginning to produce real autom»biles 
once again—modern versions of the Bear- 
cat and Mercer. Chevro‘et, Ford. Kaiser. 
and Nash are to be congratulated for lead- 
ing the revival. We think they'll succeed. 
and the measure of their success will be 
how soon they are joined by Plymouth 
with its Belmont, Mercury with its XM- 
800, Cadillac with its La Espada, and 
many other fine cars now being considered 
for production. 

(Continued on next page) 
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HOW THEY PERFORM 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 
FORD THUNDERBIRD — 


These figures are, of course, calculated; no Thunder- 
bird had been driven at presstime by anyone not 
employed by the manufacturer. Ford is understand- 
ably not willing to release the figures that they 
have because the Thunderbird is not yet fully en- 
gineered. This is our educated guess on what we 
think the car will do in its present form. For the 
purpose of a valid comparison with the Corvette, 
our hypothetical Thunderbird is assumed to be 
equipped with a Fordomatic transmission. All 
specifications and options listed are those which 
hold as of presstime, but of course they are sub- 
ject to change at any time. 


ACCELERATION 


The Thunderbird, with Fordomatic and a 3.31 to 1 
rear axle, will orobably have a slight edge over 
the Corvette, with Powerglide and a 3.55 to 1 rear 
axle, in initial acceleration. At higher accelera- 
tion speeds, Corvette has a slight advantage. These 
differences are almost entirely due to transmission 
characteristics 

0-30 mph (Low) 4, 0-30 mph (Drive) 4.5, 0-60 mph 
(Low to 40, then Drive), 11, 0-80 mph (Low to 40, 
then Drive) 21.5 


TOP SPEED 


Here, axle ratio and engine friction take over, giv- 
ing the Thunderbird a decided advantage. Our 
estimate with top and windows up: 

112 mph plus or minus 2 mph 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


The Corvette’s rather astounding economy curve 
(almost a straight line from 20 to 70 mph) is prob- 
ably due to erratic fuel flow at low speeds in the 
three separate carburetors. The Thunderbird, with 
its single four-barrel carburetor, should have better 
low-speed economy; high-speed consumption should 
be about the same for both cars. 

23 mpg at steady 30 mph, 19.5 mpg at steady 45, 
18.6 mpg at steady 60, 13.0 mpg at steady 80. 


BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 


Since both cars have the same loaded weight dis- 
tribution and approximately the same size and type 
brake, there is no reason why the cars should not 
be equally good in this department. Incidentally, 
the Thunderbird’s power brake option just reduces 
the effort; it doesn’t improve braking ability. 














HORSEPOWER 


ENGINE DYNAMOMETER TEST 
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HEVROLET has produced a bucket- 

seat roadster that will hold its own 
with Europe’s best, short of actual com- 
petition and a few imports that cost three 
times as much. 

The Corvette is an exciting car to drive. 
First of all, thanks to eyedropper distribu- 
tion and low production, the odds are 
very much against your seeing another 
one even once a day. Secondly, a poll of 
traffic-light comments showed nothing but 
admiration for its design and, incidentally, 
recognition— instead of the usual “what is 
it?” it was “what'll that Chevy do?” 
Here’s what this one did. 

Performance is best described as agile 
rather than startling. Several American 
sedans (the Buick Century in particular ) 
can give the Corvette a hard time. A good 
Corvette will barely nose out an average 
Century on ah unobstructed freeway. 

From point to point on the usual two- 
lane, winding highway, nothing now made 
in Michigan will touch it. The car corners 
with gyroscopic steadiness. Even an ama- 
teur can set up a creditable four-wheel 
drift safely, because the rear end will 
break loose and give ample warning be- 
fore there is any tendency to roll. This 
differs from other American production 
cars, which have a tendency to understeer 
or oversteer, but not both in happy com- 
bination. Our photographic records show 
some lean during high-speed cornering, but 
it is not noticeable while driving the car, 
probably due to the adhesive contour of 
the bucket seats. 

The 16 to 1 overall ratio steering is 
ideal for normal American driving condi- 
tions. The nearly three turns of the wheel 
from lock to lock would tie the arms of a 
competition driver in knots, but the Cor- 
vette is not designed for tracing figure 
eights on an airport runway. For normal 
highway use, the steering is sensitive and 
practically shock-free. 

(Continued on page 62) 
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TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 
CHEVROLET CORVETTE 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds, checked with fifth wheel and electric 
speedometer) 
0-30 mph 4.9; 0-60 mph 11.5; 0-80 mph 20.2; 10-30 
mph 3.2; 30-50 mph 4.1; 50-80 mph 11.2 


TOP SPEED 
(In miles per hour; clocked over surveyed 1/4-mile 
with top up) 
Fastest run, 108.2; Slowest run, 102.6; Avg., 105.3 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flowmeter, 
fifth wheel, and electric speedometer) 
~17.5 mpg at steady 20 mph; 19.2 mpg at steady 30; 
18.5 mpg at steady 45; 18.5 mpg at steady 60; 
16.2 mpg at steady 70; 13.1 mpg at steady 80 


BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically actu- 
ated detonator) 
38 feet @ 30 mph; 169 feet @ 60 mph 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
Car speedometer read 28 at true 30 mph; 58 at true 
60 mph; 79 at true 80 mph 
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ENGINE DYNAMOMETER TEST 


ENGINE PERFORMANCE COMPARISON 





(Comparative data on Corvette versus standard 235- 
cu.-in. Chevrolet engine furnished by manufacturer) 
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SgOTOR TREND is devoted to the prin- 
ciple that driving a car, or even riding 
in one, should be a satisfying and de- 
htful experience. For this reason, we 
that people—all people—should buy 
inly the cars they like. 
“That's all very well,” we can hear a 
bice protesting. “You guys have Lin- 
pins and Austin-Healeys and "54 Buicks. 
fou can buy what you like, and if it 
feaks down you know how to fix it. 
at about me?” 
We'll admit we know something about 
ing cars; but we, too, have wives and 
ildren and mortgages and grocery bills. 
Some of our latest acquisitions — and 
hey’re not just curiosities, either—include 
‘31 Plymouth ($25) and a °48 Ford 
$300). We drive them to work every 
Hay. Why did we buy them? First, we 
needed cars; second, we had very little 
-30 money; third, each of them had enough 
interest to give us a shot in the arm. 
You don’t want a ’31 Plymouth? You 
nile fave $800, and you just want a good, 
5.3 fomfortable family sedan? So much the 
better. You can certainly find one for your 
money (especially now) and you can find 
bne you'll be proud of, one you'll get a 
60; bang out, of driving, and one that you can 
80 Bford to support after you've bought it. 
Here in our Used Car Buyers Guide we'll 
ctu- to help you find a better, more de- 
bendable one for your money, and per- 
haps for less of it. 
USED CAR IS OUR BEST BUY is 
e first refrain for you and your wife to 
thant at one another, every time you meet 
or the next five days. (This has nothing 
4 235. $0 do with whether you would rather have 
turer) B® new car than a five-year-old one. Cer- 
tainly, we would.) But it is, incontro- 
ertibly, a fact in its own right. The reason 
hat it is a fact is that someone else liked 
ery used car enough to buy it new and 
fo bear the brunt of its depreciation, which 
inevitably is higher at the start of an auto- 
mobile’s life. 
BUT ONLY IF WE GET ONE WE CAN 
FFORD is line No. 2, to be considered 
Ss soon as you have memorized the first 
Phrase. Repeat this to each other for 
| 69 veral days more. When you cannot pos- 
ibly forget it, study your budget. How 
buch can you spend in cash?, Subtract 
100 from this and place the $100 in the 
bank, earmarked “Car Repairs Only.” 
Fifty dollars will do it if you originally 
Planned to spend a total of $150 or less 
bn a car. Generally, spending more than 
50 to repair a $100 car is bad business. 
f you find that you have to, it’s a good 
dea to ask yourself, as calmly as possible, 
vhether you have been had. If the an- 
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swer appears to be yes (and it may not 
be so at all) keep the car going if you 
can and get rid of it as soon as possible. 
Do not rush out, after such an experi- 
ence, and pay many times $100 (either 
in cash or on a time contract) for a clean- 
looking, unobtrusive, Big Three sedan that 
you know nothing about. This temptation 
is one that many car buyers have yielded 
to, to their sorrow and temporary impov- 
erishment. “At least we'll have a car we 
know is all right,” they say. But that isn’t 
true at all. The only guarantee that a car 
is in top shape is the one you get when 
you buy it new. The plain truth is — and 
if you face it now, it won't be so painful 
—that if you now need the rest of your 
income for other purposes, that will prob- 
ably still be true in a month or so, even 
if your first $100 car doesn’t pan out.) 
THE CASH MUST INCLUDE axes, li- 
censes, and transfer fees. Call the used- 
car department of a new-car dealer and 
ask how they figure these fees on the used 
cars they sell; then find out if they charge 
any other fees. Don’t forget that you'll 
have, to buy public liability and property 
damage insurance if you don’t already 
have it on a car you're trading in. The 
dealer or other seller is rightfully not con- 
cerned with this. 

THE BIG POINT TO REMEMBER is that 
there are many good cars at the price 
you can afford. People who will assure you 
that “spending more money will save you 
money” will suddenly spring from the 
shrubbery everywhere—at parties, at work, 
and, of course, in used-car lots. Now is the 
time to vow that you won't spend more 
than you have agreed to; it’s a much easier 
decision to make in the calm of your living 
room than under the bright lights and 
banners of Auto Row. 

NEXT? THE SUNDAY PAPER. Buy a 
copy of the one with the most classified 
ads, regardless of what you think of it 
otherwise, and settle yourself down with 
a pencil. Mark every car you see for sale 
at or below your price. Don’t overlook the 
foreign and domestic economy cars. You 
may be able to buy a new or nearly new 
one for the same amount you had planned 
to spend. (For an objective view of their 
merits and faults, including tests of seven 
of them, see MT, Oct. '53.) Picking your 
total price is no trick if you plan to buy 
for cash, a little more complex if you'll 
buy on time. If you’re like most of us, 
you'll make monthly payments. To deter- 
mine what these will be, a good rule* of 
thumb is to divide the advertised price by 
two to find the down payment and add six 
per cent interest per year to the balance. 
(On late-model popular cars the down 
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COMMON-SENSE TIPS FROM THOSE WHO 


payment may be one-third, or even less.) 
LET’S SAY YOU HAVE $300 CASH 
(after banking your $100 for repairs) and 
can make monthly payments of $30 for a 
year. If a car is advertised for $595, you'll 
have a balance of about $300; six per cent 
on that for a year will be $18, and $318 
divided by 12 is $26.50, or within your 
limits. But that isn’t quite everything yet. 


on the lefe has a "51 Ford Six, which gets 
15 miles per gallon over his yearly average 
of 10,000 miles (that’s the national aver- 
age, too). Over your other fence lives a 
man with a '49 Olds 98, a larger car with 
a much larger engine, no longer in top 
shape. His yearly driving also takes him 
10,000 miles, but he is alternately ashamed 
and irritated that he gets only 10 mpg. 





Count your money before you look for a car 


THEN THERE’S INSURANCE. Many 
dealers require that you insure the car 
itself through them if you're buying oa 
time (they always insist that you insure it 
through somebody). There is nothing 
wrong about a dealer’s including insurance 
On your contract, providing the monthly 
charges he wants you to pay for insurance 
seem logical to your own insurance man. 
Don’t hesitate to ask his opinion before 
you get to the contract stage, so you'll get 
some idea of fair rates. The charges will 
be a part of your installments. 

LET US EXPLODE A MYTH. Whea 
you've completed your check list of cars 
to look at, let’s analyze what amounts to 
a national misapprehension. It’s a perfectly 
natural outgrowth of the easily proved 
truth that the high-volume sellers in the 
lowest-priced field are the best buys among 
new cats. This does sot apply when they 
are well used. The car in good condition 
is always your best buy, and the chances 
of finding a Ford, Chevrolet, or Plymouth 
im top shape are simply less than they are 
of finding a pristine Chrysler, or perhaps 
a larger Nash. Especially avoid non-deluxe 
body styles among the top sellers: they're 
too likely to have been fleet or rental cars. 
BUT WHAT ABOUT GAS MILEAGE? 
Outside of personal pride it can be surpris- 
ingly unimportant. Let's say your neighbor 
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Furthermore, he has to use premium gas, 
which costs him two cents more for every 
gallon. In monthly expenses, he must shell 
out $9.45 more for gas than the Ford 
driver. But wait a moment: Both bought 
their cars when they had been driven a 
year; the Olds had gone 8000 miles (as 
the odometer said) but the Ford, alas, had 
gone 27,000 (as the odometer didn’t say). 
The Ford has required rings and a valve 
grind; the Olds has needed practically 
nothing to date except tightening up and 
minor adjustments. The money saved by 
the Ford buyer, taking all 1953's expenses 
as an example, was precisely nothing. The 
year before, the Olds owner did pay his 
$9.45 monthly coll for extra gasoline costs. 
But he still likes his car, as of June, 1954, 
and has no intention of trading it in. He'll 
get it a ring job soon. The Ford owner has 
only his mileage to be happy about. He 
didn’t like the car very much when he 
bought it, bue he thought he couldn't 
afford co run a powerful car (he could 


have bought the Olds for the same price). . 


As it turns out, his car expenses will be 
higher, from 1952 to 1955, than his neigh- 
bor’s. Why? Because he and his wife are 
going to weaken some night when they're 
out riding. They're going to come home 
in that cream-colored hardtop that they've 
always wanted. They would have saved if 


they had bought it in the first place! § 
take time to go over those ads once mote, 
Maybe you're in for more driving fun 
than you thought. 

TRY SIGHTSEEING. Go for a tour of 
some of the places that advertise cars at 
your price and below. You'll only want to 
hit a few of them if you live in a large 
city, but it’s a good idea to try different 
neighborhoods. It’s senseless but true that 
a car will cost you more in a plush dis. 
trict, and it isn’t true that it's likely to be 
any better, unless it means something to 
you that the previous owner had a good 
paycheck, or lived as though he had. 
FORGET YOUR PRIDE. Go incognito if 
you like. Relax, and observe the snide 
remark, the subtle implication that if you 
really amounted to anything, you'd be 
thinking of a better car than the one you 
have your eye on. Look at everything at 
your price. You have come for one pur- 
pose: to see what is for sale at the price 
you want to pay, and possibly to drive ita 
short distance. To drive anything else és 
unfair to the salesman, and a waste of time 
for yourself. If you don’t see anything you 
like, go away. If you do see something, 
go away anyhow, but takes notes first. 
DON’T BUY ANYTHING this time 
around. Instead, go home and talk ovet 
what you have seen. Several facts will come 
to light: There is an enormous difference 
in the cars available. Some you like, some 
you don’t. Some you can strike off the list 
by mutual consent, without further ado, 
If you dislike a particular car you saw, 
don’t automatically discard other models 
buile by the same manufacturer. Othes 
may share your dislike for the example 
you saw, and related but perfectly accept- 
able cars may be selling for a song. If in 
doubt, a call to the nearest new-car dealer 
for that make will tell you the years when 
big changes were made, or how the various 
products differed. 

ARE YOU A CONFORMIST? If you like 
to go along with the crowd, accept the 
fact that you won't be happy with an odd- 
ball car. If you go for things a little dif- 
ferent you may pick up a bargain (but if 
the “different” things you like are con- 
vertibles and hardtops, you'll have to pay 
extra. Speaking from experience, we feel 
that they’re worth it.) 

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO BUY? 
That's sometimes tough to decide, but one 
thing you can trust your hunches on is 
where you don’t want to buy. If you've 
already run up against the person who 
must sell his car tonight because he’s leav- 
ing for Nepal in the morning, or the sales- 
man who knows personally that a certain 
car was never driven over 40, this is 4 
good time to use your horse sense and go 
somewhere else. 

YOU NEED HELP. Do you know a good 
mechanic? Not one who just has a slick 
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Cartoons by Dick Day 


shop and happens to be in your neighbor- 
hood, but one heartily recommended by 
a friend or close neighbor? If so, you're in 
luck. Tell him that So-and-So recommend- 
ed him and that you need a car for less than 
a certain amount. Be sure to tell him you 
want one you'll really like, not just any- 
thing that runs. What can he suggest? 
Does he know of any such cars? If not, 
will he drive a car you pick out and tell 
you if it’s OK? Tell him you don’t know 
anything about cars, if that’s the case, and 
that you want to pay him for his time so 
that he can keep you from getting stung. 
Forget about the tests on page 24 if you 
can get him to approve a car for you. It’s 
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Swear not to buy on your first time out 


his business. He has the experience you 
lack, if you're an average driver. 

So pick out a car you really like and 
have him look it over carefully. You can 
weed out the real bad ones with the help 
of pages 22 and 23. 

If he turns up a car he thinks will suit 
you, don’t feel obligated in any way to buy 
it. He may have been offered a commis- 
sion to sell it (a perfectly legal arrange- 
ment, and one which doesn’t mean that 
he'll sell you a bad car, but rather that he 
has deliberately taken the time to show the 
car to you, as he would to anyone else, in 
hopes of making an honest buck). Just as 
you don’t have to buy everything a clerk 


Above all, get one you like 


shows you in a store, so you aren't obli- 
gated to buy any car unless you want it. 

THE CAR THAT CAN’T BE TESTED 
is not the car for you, regardless of any- 
thing else. If the salesman or owner of a 
car you're interested in objects to your 
tests at any point, explain that the pur- 
chase is important to you; identify your- 
self, and if your mechanic is listed in the 
phone book (find this out beforehand) 
show the salesman the listing and invite 
him to talk to the mechanic himself. A 
nervous Owner may want to come along; 
as at a revival meeting, “all are welcome.” 
You have nothing to hide, but the car may 
have. (A low price is a bad sign here.) 
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USED CARS continved 


A KNOWING LOOK 


OU CAN WEED OUT a huge number 

of cars just by looking and poking at 

them where they sit. Sceel yourself not 
to be bothered by the hovering presence 
of a salesman or the owner, and proceed, 
armed with newspapers, a flashlight, and 
Kleenex. 
LOOK HARD. Go car-hunting in the day- 
time. The night, even when floodlit, can 
hide all sorts of things. Never buy a car 
because of its appearance; instead, don’t 
bother even to look at those whose looks 
you don’t like. Try one that appeals to you. 
Do you like the way it feels when you sit 
in it? Don’t say “No, but that doesn't 





matter.” Of course it does! Has the car 
any peculiar lists to front or back, or to 
either side? Is anything very badly worn 
or suspiciously unworn (indicating either 
replacement or extra-careful protection 
against cruel and unusual punishment) ? 
Note anything that seems queer to you: 
an unattached wire, or indications that a 
sign has been removed. Beware the brand- 
mew paint job (painted rubber weather- 
strips on the doors can tip you off); what 
does it hide? If it’s hiding rust spots or 
bubbling original paint from the salt on 
wintry roads, check low on the body at 
front, rear, and sides with a pointed ob- 
ject. If you find nothing suspicious, sight 
carefully along the body panels for signs 
of wreck damage. 

ARE THERE UNEVEN REFLECTIONS 
in peculiar places (on the roof, hood, or 
high on the back)? If so, move on to an- 
other car, because the dents indicate an 
unusually hard smash. A car that has been 
repaired after a really bad crackup never 
feels right. It’s sometimes hard to deter- 
mine in driving the car a short distance— 
after all, you may not know how it should 
feel—and it may emerge only in a grow- 
ing dissatisfaction with the car's rattles and 
general unsteadiness after you've had it 
a while. 

SPREAD YOUR NEWSPAPER, and with 
your flashlight try to spot any oil leaks 
under the car, especially around the oil 
pan or the automatic transmission. Either 
demands a professional judgment. 
SIMPLE TASKS are next. Don’t start the 
engine yet. Climb in and out of all the 
seats and try the seemingly trivial controls. 
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Open and close all the doors; if they 
droop, the frame may be damaged; if only 
one front door droops, it has probably just 
been used a great deal. But unless the car 
is old, that’s a bad sign indicating a rugged 
life, perhaps working for a salesman. Look 
at the upholstery, floors, and door panels 
in a good light. Spots indicate possible 
careless maintenance, or leaks around win- 
dows and doors: trivial, perhaps, but often 
fesistant to treatment. Open the trunk and 
the hood. They should open easily, and 
they should stay open. 

LOOK AT THE ENGINE. A moderately 
dirty engine is best: it wasn’t dirty enough 
for the seller to steam-clean it. Watch for 
signs of leaking oil or water. Both kinds 
of leaks are notoriously hard to locate and 
to stop (you needn’t write off a car just 
on this account, but be sure that a me- 
chanic puts his stamp of approval on the 
engine before you buy it). Look at the 
dipstick. If the oil is heavy, stop right now. 
No one uses heavy oil from choice, but 
it will quiet a noisy engine (especially 
when cold) and it will cut excessive oil 
consumption. You don’t want either one, 
not because of vanity but because they both 
mean real trouble and expense. 

START THE ENGINE. Don’t be surprised 
if it leaps eagerly to life, bute note whether 
the thermometer shows cold or normal 
Operating temperature. If it shows nor- 
mal, the engine was warmed up before 
you came along. Again there’s nothing 
illegitimate about this, but you shouldn't 
jump to the conclusion that the car will 
start like that in November's first blizzard. 
If the engine is cold, let it run awhile and 
poke around some more. Note whether the 
gauges work (but the odometer has no 
meaning for you). Oil pressure should be 
fairly high when cold and should never 
drop very low. There should be two inches 
or less of free movement at the rim of the 
steering wheel. A faint hum or whine 
from an automatic transmission with the 
selector in neutral position is not neces- 





This tire was weary and heavy laden 
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sarily abnormal, but mention it to y ing. 
mechanic. (If you aren’t going to use a Bot 
mechanic's services but you have question} shoc 
about the automatic transmission, you quic 
own road test should include a visit tof exer 
new-car dealer who sells the same mak} 100 
you are thinking of buying. Ask the serv} ;, 4 


ice manager what the transmission needs.) 
FOOT PEDALS can tell you a lot. Bad 
signs are extreme wear and no wear at all 
showing that sadly frayed pedals have re. 
cently been replaced. Hold the brake pedal 
down hard for a minute or two. Your le 
will get tired; if the pedal gets tired 
and slowly sinks 20 the floor, you have 4 
leak in the maser cylinder. This is 
of those symptoms indicating that th 
previous owner was a little too nonchalant} 
about the care of his car, and if it has no 
other ramifications it can cost you a larg 
chunk of your $100 for minimum safey 
requirements. Now, when the engine i 
warm, try this: if the car has a clutch and 
is not one of the Chrysler Corp. cars wi 
a semi-automatic transmission (they have 
a fluid coupling which is supposed to slip) 
and this test won’t work with them) 
the gear lever in high and, with the hand- 

















won't hold — it’s an altogether too 
mon defect, but not too serious a re 
job — results will be inconclusive. Ni 
test the clutch pedal with your hand, 
your foot. It should have an inch or so 
free movement. If it hasn't, look out. It 
may need only adjustment, but it is cer 


tainly worn to some degree. * - 
LISTEN TO THE ENGINE while it runs 

at various steady speeds. Curious knocks, 
hammer blows, and snappings are enough 
to tell you that this isn’t your next cat. 
They can mean any one of a dozen things, 
all expensive. Now step hard on the gas 
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several times and watch for puffs of blue 
smoke. If these are formidable, you're 
through. If they're not, watch the exhaust 
after you take your foot off the gas. If the 
blue disappears completely, continue test- 
ing. If it’s still there, that's all. 

BOUNCE HARD on both bumpers. The 
shock absorbers should bring the car 
quickly to a stop after you finish your 
exercises. If they don’t, they need replacing. 
LOOK AT ALL TIRES, especially the one 
in the trunk. If any are unevenly worn, 





EFORE YOU TAKE OFF on your 
Pp vsoad test,” or at the first gas station 

you come to, check the tires yourself. 
An older car should behave properly with 
a full 30 pounds’ pressure; a newer one, 
with low-pressure tires (it will tell you so 
on the sidewalls) needs only about 25. 
SHORT, SHARP TURNS are the first order 
of the day. Try a whole raft of them (a 
football field or a parking lot is a good 
spot); if there’s anything wrong with the 





they got that way on the front wheels, and 
(if the car hasn't been in a wreck) you'll 
need a realignment when you get it home. 
Grab each front wheel and see if you can 
shake it. Funny noises and wobbling mean 
wear, demanding immediate replacement 
if the car will be used at all hard, or at 
high speeds. If you haven't already lined 
up that trusted mechanic, better find him 
for further advice here. 

NOW GET TOGETHER in a quiet cor- 
ner with your wife or whomever you have 


JUST AROUND A BLOCK 


BACK IN THE DRIVER'S SEAT, can you 
take your hands off the wheel on a level, 
windless stretch? If the car veers off de- 
terminedly in the same direction, some- 
thing is out of kilter. It may have been 
cracked up. If it’s not fixed, such seemingly 
disconnected matters as safety, tire wear, 
and fuel costs will all suffer. 

FIND A ROUGH ROAD or alley and take 
off over the bumps, slow at first and then 
faster than you would ordinarily. On both 





steering, there’s no time like the present 
to find it out. Drive slowly on this one. 
TAKE OUT THE BACK SEAT and listen 
for whines or humming sounds from the 
axle at different steady speeds and while 
accelerating and decelerating. This can 
show up something else, too: clatter when 
you take your foot off the gas on a level 
spot is probably a connecting-rod bearing 
calling for mercy. 

CROUCH DOWN and watch the car as 
someone drives it both toward you and 
away from you. First, when it's coming at 
you, do the front wheels lean in at the 
top as though they were tired? It’s no illu- 
sion if they look that way, and you don’t 
want the car. As it goes away from you, 
> <4 note whether the rear wheels follow in the 
footsteps of the front. Unlike crabs and 
dogs, cars ought to roll straight down the 
street. Those that don’t are most likely 
punch drunk, and hence unpredictable. 
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Knowing cars is a mechanic’s business 


runs, notice how the springs and shocks 
control the ride. Take your hands off 
momentarily and see what happens to 
the steering wheel. If it goes into an un- 
controlled spasm, regard it with suspicion. 
Try the car again over the same bumps 
and see if it is at all hard to control with 
your hands in position on the wheel. Some 
veering is inevitable on a bad stretch; the 
less there is, the better. 

FIND A HILL and ignore the protests of 
the. salesman. What you're about to do 
is bad for a car if you do it all the time, 
but no sound automobile will suffer from 
such momentary mistreatment. At the bot- 
tom of the hill, slow down to 15 mph. 
Then try to make it in high. A thump in 
the engine means that the main bearings 
are on their way out, and that you have 
suddenly lost interest in the car. If the 
car has an automatic drive, does it shift 
soon enough, and smoothly? If it has a 


recruited to help. If the interested party 
doesn’t leave, ask him to. Ask one another 
how you feel about the car now; you'll 
save the regretful “I wondered about that 
when we first saw the car,” and, most im- 
portant, you won't be in danger of buying 
a car that you just plain don’t like. If you 
don’t want it at this point, say so. You'll 
probably get a disgusted or withering 
look, intended to make you feel ashamed 
of taking so much time. Don’t let it. It’s 
your time, too. 


OR TWO 





You’re buying a car, not a crab 


hand shift, note when you have to shift 
to second. This is a place where liveliness 
is important to you, regardless of your 
driving habits, for it indicates the condi- 
tion of the engine. If you have to shift to 
second too soon, there’s a ring job or at 
least a valve grind in the offing. Neither 
means that you shouldn’t buy the car if 
you like everything else about it, but 
you'll have to plan to spend something. 
ON YOUR WAY DOWN, floor the clutch 
and make repeated stops to check for 
brake fade. If the brakes seem to lose their 
stopping power here, they won't be much 
help in a tougher situation, say on a moun- 
tain grade during a vacation trip. 

A QUIET BUT GOOD ROAD is your 
next test strip. Accelerate hard, in high or 
drive range, from 30 up to 60. You may 
have to do it some day, to get out of the 
way of a truck, and nothing is more em- 
barrassing than not being able to. 

STILL LIKE IT? Are you sure? Then 
make a date with your mechanic. Or, if 
you must make like one, see the next page. 
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USED CARS continued 


IF YOU DON’T KNOW A MECHANIC 


AKING LIKE YOUR OWN ME- 

CHANIC is not too tough, but it’s no 

substitute for professional help. If you 
haven't found someone yet, ask around 
some more. If you're still out of luck, come 
on along with us. 
HUNT UP A GAS STATION and hire 
the use of their hoist for a few minutes. 
You'll be holding up their regular lube 
jobs, so it’s fair to pay them. Especially if 
anything about the car’s behavior has led 
you to suspect that it has been in a serious 
accident (but by no means only in that 
event), inspect the frame and underpin- 
nings with extreme care. The gas station 
attendant will often help you. Any cracks 
or welds in strange places, or makeshift 
repairs of any sort, should be a tip-off. It’s 
a good investment to get your fingers dirty 
and to ask about anything you find odd. 





Not the car for a carefree vacation 


LEAKS are the next serious possibility. 
You'll get a lot better look at the engine 
and transmission than you could when 
kneeling by the side of the car. Your flash- 
light will help you distinguish fresh oil 
or transmission lubricant from the normal 
accumulation on the car's underside. 
Grease leaking around the brake drums 
means that repairs are needed, but it’s a 
normal sign of age. You may need only 
new grease seals or, if the brake lining has 
soaked up the grease, it may need to be 
replaced on that wheel and on its oppo- 
site number. Don’t reline just one wheel. 
TIRES, especially those that have been 
recapped when they shouldn't have been, 
can easily be spotted with the car up in 
the air. Cracks on the sidewalls indicate 
that the tire’s useful life has drawn to a 
close; it should never be driven fast. 
CHECK THE MUFFLER for corrosion, 
jabbing it as you did the lower parts of 
the body with a pointed object. If you 
poke a hole in it, don’t be surprised. 
Around $10 will get you a new one. It’s 
no sign of neglect: the life of a muffler, 
especially on salt-strewn Eastern and Mid- 
west streets, is short these days. 

INSIDE A WHEEL is a fascinating spot, 
so have one pulled. It will give you the 
lowdown on how long the brakes will 
last, what’s wrong if they’re not working 
properly, and how much it may cost you. 
Get the gas station attendant to explain 
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Cheerful hum with sad mesengs 


the lining situation to you, and ask him 
how much longer he thinks the car will 
go without a brake reline. 

LEAKS AGAIN have a lot to tell here. 
Hydraulic cylinders are not apt to fail 
singly; if you find one leaking, you should 
have the whole brake system checked and 
overhauled where necessary. This is, of 
course, your cheapest guarantee of a safe 
car, even if it doesn’t appear to need it. 
ON THE ROAD AGAIN, try the auto- 
matic transmission under all circumstances. 
Don’t manhandle it, but do accelerate sud- 
denly several times and make repeated 
normal changes from range to range. Park 
the car on a hill in the proper range 
(Hydra-Matics are parked in reverse), 
turn off the ignition, and wait a minute 
with your foot off the brake pedal. Now 
start it and see if it’s hard to get out of 
the parking position. No ominous noises 
should come from an automatic; if you 
hear any at all, ask a service man familiar 
with the make. 

PARK THE CAR in as tight a spot as 
you think you can manage. This is a good 
way to test for docility in close quarters. 
THE COMPRESSION GAUGE can tell 
you a lot about the condition of the engine, 
but MT doesn’t recommend your buying 
one for the purpose of testing a used car, 
though it is an interesting accessory. Bor- 
row one if you can; if you can’t, it’s a 
worthwhile test to have made at a garage 
if the engine otherwise seems to meet your 
requirements. If you're making the test 
yourself, the gauge fits into a cylinder in 
place of a spark plug. Have the engine 
warm, remove the plugs, and with the 
throttle open, crank the engine with the 
starter until the gauge will go no higher. 
The different cylinders shouldn’t vary more 
than 10 pounds in their pressure readings. 
All of them should read around 100 
pounds or better. 

A VACUUM GAUGE test is a good one 
for general efficiency. Connected between 
the block and the carburetor, it should 
show 17 to 21 pounds at idling. Poor 
readings on either of these tests are omi- 


nous, but sometimes they can indicate 
nothing more than a gone gasket. A leak 
through a gasket will give you oil or gas 
bubbles in the radiator, an easy matter to 
check. The joker here is that the oil or gas 
may have gotten there via a huge crack in 
the block. But there is some consolation: 
if you have been utterly satisfied with the 
car up to the point of the compression and 
vacuum gauge tests, they are likely to 
show good readings. It’s hard for a car to 
perform at its best when it’s all gone 
inside. 

RADIATOR SERVICE is both frequent 
and expensive, as you have gathered from 
the many highway signs that offer it. If 
all else seems to be up to snuff, check the 
fanbelt to see that it’s not loose (if it is, 
the dealer or any gas station attendant can 
tighten it for you). See that the radiator 
is full. Then hunt up a long grade, if pos- 
sible. If there isn’t one around, deliberately 
get into some slow-moving traffic. Watch 
the thermometer on the dash, and listen 
carefully with the engine off after your 
test run even if the temperature indicator 
says that everything is all right. You'll 
hear boiling, and the engine will probably 
have been running unevenly, if all is not 
well. Avoid the car that gets hot; over- 
heating is a chronic disease that can 
wreck your summer trips. 

NOW CHECK with professionals at least 
on the matters you're not sure about. It 
won't cost much. If you like the car enough 
to have gone this far with it, why not be 
sure? It’s your money you're spending. 
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Each wheel has its secret life 
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WHAT TO DO AND WHEN 


IF THIS IS WRONG: 


WHEN YOU FIRST SEE THE CAR 


You just don’t like the car much 
Someone offers you a nice car for more 
than you can afford 

The car leans at an odd angle 


Upholstery or pedals are badly worn or 
brand new 
There are unexplained wires or holes in 


the car 
The car has brand-new paint 
There are uneven reflections in strange 


places 

There are oil leaks around the crankcase 
Of automatic transmission 

A door droops 


There are water spots near doors and 
windows 
Oil or water leaks show on the engine 


The dipstick shows very heavy oil 


The rim of the steering wheel moves 
through an arc of more than two inches 
— transmission hums or whines 
soitly 
The brake pedal sinks when you hold 
your foot on it 
The handbrake hoids the car but the 
clutch slips enough to keep the engine 
running in high gear 

handbrake won't hold 
The clutch pedal has no free movement 
The engine knocks or makes any odd 
noises that aren’t caused by valve tappets 
The exhaust pipe belches blue smoke 
The car bounces after you stop jumping 
on the bumper 
Any tires are unevenly worn 


The front wheels wobble and croak when 
you shake them 

ON A BRIEF DRIVE 
The steering binds on sharp turns 
The rear axle hums or whines 
The engine clatters when decelerating 
The front wheels lean in at the top 
The rear wheels don’t track with the 
front ones 
The car wanders in one direction 


It’s hard to steer the car on bumpy roads 
The car has no pep on hills 
The engine thumps 


The brakes fade on short hills 


The car takes a long time to get from 
30 to 60 mph 


ON FURTHER INSPECTION 
There are cracks or peculiar welds on 
the frame, axles, or front suspension 
The compression gauge or vacuum gauge 
reading is too low 


The brake lining is thin 
A hydraulic cylinder is leaking 


The automatic transmission operates 
jerkily 

The automatic transmission is very noisy 
Grease is leaking around the brake drums 
A tire has sidewall cracks 

The muffler is corroded 

The car overheats 


Evidently nothing serious 
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IT PROBABLY MEANS: 


You'll grow to hate it 
You still can’t afford it 


You'll have to replace springs, or even 
the whole front end 
The car has had a hard life 


It may have been in taxi or other com- 
mercial service 

The paint has something to hide 

The car has been in a wreck 


Something needs replacing at once 


The car (1) has been in a wreck or 
(2) has had very hard service 
The weatherstripping leaks 


Anything from a worn gasket to a 
cracked block 
Lots of engine wear 


Considerable wear in the steering gear 
Nothing severe 

A leak in the master cylinder 

You need a new clutch 


It needs adjustment or relining 
The clutch is well worn 
Severe trouble 


An oil hog 
— shock absorbers (dangerous but 


on ) 
The ft bane end needs alignment 
The kingpins are worn 


pensive repairs 
Worn connecting-rod bearings 
Worn front suspension 


The car has been in a wreck 


(1) The front end needs alignment, or 
(2) it’s been in a wreck 

Lots of steering wear 

It needs a valve or ring job 

The mains are going 

It needs better gas, carbon removed, or 
timing adjusted 

They'll be worse on long grades 


It can be dangerous on the highway 


A wreck 


—_ face it, it can mean most anything 


An immediate reline 
The whole system needs attention 
It needs adjustment or replacement 


It needs replacement 

New grease seals are needed 

It’s about to go 

Carbon pn OM leaks into the car 

It’s been doing so for some time, which 
won't help the car’s life expectancy 


It's in good shape 


AND YOU SHOULD: 
REJECT it 
REJECT IT 
Plan on spending $7 to $100 
REJECT IT unless it meets all other tests 
REJECT IT except at a very low price 


Examine it extra carefully 
REJECT IT 


Get the advice of a mechanic 


(1) RESECT IT or (2) buy it only very 
cheaply 

Plan on long and repeated attempts at 
fixing it 

Get the advice of a mechanic 

Plan on spending at least the whole $100 
on this one item 

Plan on spending $10 to $35 


Get. the advice of a mechanic 
Plan on spending $8 to $60 
Plan on spending $25 to $60 


Plan on spending $2 to $20 
Plan on spending $25 to $60 
REJECT IT except as a “mechanic’s special” 


GO AWAY 
Plan on spending $7 to $28 


Check for wreck damage; if none, plan 


spending $4 to $20 
Plan on eialieg $20 to $35 


REJECT IT 

Plan on spending $25 to $90 
Plan on spending $20 to $40 
Plan on spending $50 to $100 
REJECT IT 


(1) Plan on spending $4 to $20 or (2) 
REJECT IT 


REJECT IT 

Plan on spending $30 to $100 

REJECT IT 

Relax; plan on spending up to $15 for 
a tuneup 

REJECT {Tif you ever take trips or dimb 


-hills 


REJECT IT if the engine normally behaves 
that way and you ever travel at highway 
speeds 


REJECT IT 


If there are other signs of a badly worn 
engine, reject the may ise, get a 
ional check on 
Plan on ee $12 = $25, if nothing 
but lining is needed 
# to $60, if brake 


Plan on spendi 
lining isn’t need 
Plan on spending $12 to $175 


REJECT IT 
Plan on spending $7 to $10 per wheel 
Replace it (never recap a carcass ) 


Replace it at once (around $10) 
Consider spending anywhere from $2 to 
$50, but only if the car is otherwise in 
top shape 

Buy it 


Page 25 














OW THAT YOU KNOW the car you 
want, don’t relax. You still have to 
get a good allowance for your old car, 

if you have one. (If you have nothing to 
trade, your job is easier by at least one 
step, but that doesn’t mean that trading is 
not usually the most satisfactory way to 
get rid of your old car. It is.) Stop at ran- 
dom at the used car department of two or 
three new-car dealers and ask them what 
they will give you for your old car if you 
sell it to them outright. Don’t be miffed 
if they say they won't buy it any- price; 
it’s true that they may be trying to get 
your car for very little, but more likely 
business is slow and they really don’t want 
it. Nonetheless, persist. Now check the 
classified ads for cars like yours. The differ- 
erence between what you were offered and 
the newspaper prices is the average used- 
car dealer's profit. Does it seem high to 
you? Remember that the man who wants 
to sell you the newer car you like so well 
is making a profit on it, too. If the sum of 
the two profits seems too much to you, 
don’t be afraid to point this out. It may 
get you a car for less, and if it doesn’t 
you're no worse off than before. 

NO PINK SLIP, NO SALE is the next 
motto. No matter how pitiful the plight 
of the seller, no matter how hard the luck 
of the used-car salesman, you want a car 
whose title is clear, whose papers are in 
order, which has both its license plates. 
Remember that there are thousands of 
plausible excuses, that very few of them 
are genuine, and that there are many 
thousands of used cars that will give you 
fine and happy service. The seller should 
have the pink slip or ownership certificate 
(not to be confused with the registration 
certificate ), and you should see it and read 
it. If it’s over at his uncle's or his cousin’s 
or his aunt's, tell him you can wait till he 
gets it. It should be properly made out. 
(If you’re not familiar with the form in 
your state, ask a friend if you can read his 
pink slip before you get to the actual buy- 
ing point. ) 

PAY CASH IF YOU CAN. It’s true that 
few of us seem to be able to buy a car for 
cash these days. There’s nothing like it for 
security and for saving the money that 
otherwise would go for interest, so do it 
if you can. If you can’t, don’t waste time 
fretting. 

BEFORE YOU AGREE TO BUY, ask to 
see a copy of the purchase order and the 
conditional sales contract (the latter ap- 
plies only to time buyers). Yes, you'll 
want to read all the fine print. There'll be 
some sentences that may horrify you, espe- 
cially in the conditional sales contract, but 
more than likely, they're quite legal. If in 
doubt, wait. Call a lawyer and ask his ad- 
vice if the situation seems crucial enough 
(but there’s another pitfall here: most peo- 
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BUYER BEWARE 


ple who don’t have deaiings with the law 
are never informed that legal advice is a 
professional service. In case you didn’t 
know, it comes high). 

YOU'RE NOT IN A HURRY to sign any- 
thing. Under no circumstances sign a 
blank contract, or one you don’t under- 
stand, or one that is not completely filled 
in. That means that any blanks on the 
contract that don’t apply must be filled in 
with a line, or the printed wording should 
be crossed out and initialed by the dealer, 
on all copies. 

WHAT YOU WON’T PAY, but many 
suckers will, are several items which may 
or may not be small in themselves. Even if 
they are, they total up to the bare and un- 
pleasant fact that you are expected to pay 
more than the car is worth. Here are some 
of them: 

D.L.T.S. This quaint item is usually anoth- 
er way of saying that the dealer expects 
you to donate an extra sawbuck to his 
profit bucket. It stands, so help us, for 
Dealer’s License Tax Service, and is hap- 
pily not so prevalent as it used to be. It 
is a sure sign of underhanded business 
practices, and if you are not completely 
pleased by everything else that has gone 
on, you might ask yourself whether this 
may not be as good a time to leave as any. 
Take no excuses on this one; you'll find 
other blanks on the contract to take care 
of license and transfer fees. This item is 
padding, pure and simple. 

CARAVAN CHARGE. This is likely to 
crop up on nearly new cars. It can be a 
legitimate charge on a brand-new car, but 
rest assured that the dealer would get 
along all right if you didn’t pay it. It’s a 
small-time version of a cost-plus contract, 
and unless you have the resources of Uncle 





“Don’t bother to read it, Son, just sign it and I'll fill it in later.” 


Sam it won’t make you a happier 
owner to pay it. 

HANDLING CHARGE is another phony 
on a used car. The factory does suggest 
dealers’ handling charges on new cars, but 
not on used ones. Don’t pay it. 
INSURANCE CHARGES should not be 
exorbitant. Look out for the dealer who 
insists that you carry insurance through 
him (he does have a right to demand that 
you insure through a top-rated company, 
though). Such expensive and generally 
unpopular forms of insurance as non- 
deductible collision are not for you un- 
less you have made the decision previously 
on your own. Don’t pay for them. 
EXORBITANT INTEREST is best deter- 
mined by sitting down brazenly with a 
pencil and checking the figures that the 
seller presents. Six per cent is a fair rate, 
and close to the national average. There’s 
nothing wrong with seven, but anything. 
over that should make you leery. Of 
course, get the lowest rates you can. Check 
local bank terms and possibly your auto 
club if the car is fairly new. 
GUARANTEES should be viewed with 
alarm. Nobody in his senses is going to 
guarantee a used car unconditionally. 
Don't let yourself be taken in by the “try 
it 10 days” hoax; the catch in this one ig 
that the car falls apart and you come back 
to trade it for “any other car on the lot.” 
Somehow they have all gone up in price, 
at least in their price to you. Don’t fall 
for the 50-50 deal, where you and the 
dealer supposedly split the cost of repairs, 
like good fellows fair and square. Your 
best guarantee is to get a good car, one 
that you or your mechanic has tested thor- 
oughly, and — again we repeat — only 
one that you like. 


——— ———— 
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HE STUDEBAKER, noted for years 

for good fuel economy, seems to get 
better in this department with the passing 
of each year. In 1952, over essentially the 
same type of course that was used on this 
year's Mobilgas Economy Run (Los An- 
geles to Sun Valley, Ida.), three Stude- 
bakers averaged a remarkable 26.27 mpg 
for a distance of 1415 miles. In 1953, 
over a somewhat ruggeder course, 1206 
miles to the same.location, four Stude- 
bakers turned in 24.42 mpg average. This 
year, they really hit the jackpot, with three 
of them (Land Cruiser with Automatic 
Drive, Land Cruiser with overdrive, Cham- 
pion with overdrive) averaging 27.42 
mpg for 1335 miles at an overall average 
speed of 41 mph. 
How do they get such phenomenal mile- 
age? It isn’t easy. First of all, the engine 


it takes a lot of planning, months of test- 
ing, perfect tuning of the cars, and precise 
driving. No one item can be slighted, for 
they all add up to top mileage. 

Everything about the Studebakers was 
just right. The engines were tuned to the 
nth degree (but all within strict AAA 
stock regulations). The cars were tested 
under all conditions to see where economy 
was best (it was best between 35 and 40 
mph). The drivers became thoroughly ac- 
customed to all the car’s traits, and each 
driver learned exactly how to take a hill, 
how much pressure to apply to the throttle 
to get the car rolling, how to shift quickly, 
using the minimum amount of gas. 

No particular tricks were used by Stude- 
baker drivers, such as pulling on the emer- 
gency brake at the top of a hill while 
doing 40 mph. This procedure (used by 
some other drivers ) frees the torque of the 
engine from the driveshaft, locks up the 
tear wheels, jars the overdrive solenoid 
loose, causing the car to free-wheel down- 
hill. Studebakers free-wheeled downhill, 
but it was accomplished by approaching 
the crest at just under the overdrive cut- 
in speed (about 21 mph), then rolling 
downhill virtually out-of-gear. 

A constant pressure was always main- 
tained on the throttle. The throttle was 
(Continued on page 66) 
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To use the least is to be the most... 


STINGY STUDEBAKER SNARES SWEEPSTAKES 


and car both have built-in economy. Then, | 
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By Walt Woron 








FINAL RESULTS—1954 ECONOMY RUN 








RO Ton Miles Per Gallon 
BOR Miles Per Gallon 


Make and Model Position 


LOW PRICE—STANDARD AND OVERDRIVE 






Studebaker Champion Custom (0.D.) 1 ee 56.52 
Ford Mainline 6 (O.D.} 2 pee aimed 55.58 
Ford Mainline V8 (O.D.} 3 | eee 50.75 
Plymouth Belvedere (0.D.) 4 a | 47.71 
Chevrolet Two-Ten 5 | ee ee 46.97 





LOW PRICE—AUTOMATIC DRIVE 
43.1 


oO 


Hudson Jet-Liner 1 





LOW MEDIUM—STANDARD AND OVERDRIVE 


Dodge Royal V8 aso 1 oe 58.05 
4 Mercury Monterey (O.D.) 2 49.98 
21.48 
LOW MEDIUM—AUTOMATIC DRIVE 
Oldsmobile Super 88 1 49.71 
19.75 
48.60 
Dodge Royal 
odge Royal V8 5 a5 


UPPER MEDIUM—STANDARD AND OVERDRIVE 


*Studebaker Land Cruiser (O.D.) 1 
28.11 





DeSoto Firedome V8 2 





| 


UPPER MEDIUM—AUTOMATIC DRIVE 












Studebaker Land Cruiser 1 —_—x- 53.99 
Nash Ambassador Super 2 47.77 
20.66 
Hudson Hornet 3 47.73 
19.85 
DeSoto Firedome V8 4 44.13 
Packard Clipper Deluxe 5 43.67 
HIGH PRICE—AUTOMATIC DRIVE 
52.29 


Lincoln Capri 


_— 


Ml 


19.75 


Chrysler New Yorker 2 
17.83 


Chrysler Custom Imperial 3 
16.45 





*SWEEPSTAKES WINNER—STUDEBAKER LAND CRUISER; 2nd—Dodge Royal V8; 3rd—Studeboker 
Champion. Averages for all cars: Mpg—21.85, Ton mpg—49.89, Speed—41.10 mph. 























The Seven Deadly Sins 


OU ARE probably familiar with the 

ancient legend of the terrible dragon 
who kept an entire village in subjection 
by demanding each year that the fairest 
maiden be presented to him for sparing 
the rest of the population. The ignorant 
villagers stoically accepted this costly 
sacrifice as a matter of course. 

Yet we modern-day Americans calmly, 
callously, and, yes, even stupidly, accept 
our traffic toll of dead and injured in a 
similar, matter-of-course way. Why do we 
continue to be so indifferent? Why is the 
job of traffic safety largely left to profes- 
sional safety agencies when the problem 
is one that demands individual, person- 
alized attention? The American public 
reads the horrible statistics that last year 
we killed 38,000 men, women, and chil- 
dren, and maimed and injured over one 
million more, with little more emotion 
than that shown in reading an article 
about so many thousand cattle being 
slaughtered to combat hoof and mouth 
disease. (Even the fact that over $1 bil- 
lion in property damage sent our insurance 
rates skyrocketing does not seem to strike 
a tender nerve. ) 

Perhaps we are suffering from schizo- 
phrenia: We preach safety but practice 
bad driving. We excuse and justify our 
own shortcomings, but we cuss and com- 
plain about other drivers’ errors. How 
often do you hear of a driver involved in 
an accident who didn’t blame the other 
fellow? We consider traffic officers a neces- 
sary evil so long as they are in plain view, 
but think it’s unethical for an officer to 
catch us sight unseen when we violate a 
law. You often hear traffic stories about 
the unjust ticket given by an officious 
cop; have you heard any stories about a 
valid citation? 

These illustrations aren't intended just 
to poke idle criticism at all of us, but to 
emphasize the fact that our driving habits 
are the result of our attitudes; until we 
can change the attitudes of an entire na- 
tion of drivers so that prudent and courte- 
ous driving are the distinguishing charac- 
teristics of every decent man or woman, 
we will continue to kill each other on a 
wholesale scale. 

During the two-year period (1948 to 
1950) that I had the privilege of presid- 
ing as judge of the traffic safety court of 
Los Angeles, I attempted to use the court 
as a forum to educate and change the at- 
titudes of bad-risk drivers, one at a time. 
This court was not to be known as a 
breeding place of resentment; neither was 
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it simply a place where a traffic violator 
could pay a heavy fine and receive a lec- 
ture for his money. 

For the 99-plus per cent of law-abiding, 
honest, well-intentioned citizens who had 
developed certain careless and discourteous 
driving habits, there was a nominal fine 
and friendly admonition. For the reckless 
and irresponsible driver who clearly indi- 
cated an anti-social behavior pattern, 
there was three days in jail. The 70-mph 
speeder, drivers who raced with other cars, 
and habitual offenders who expected only 
a heavy fine received instead the words, 
“You can’t buy that kind of driving in 
Los Angeles,” followed with a three-day 
jail sentence. (I feel this sentence will re- 
form; a longer sentence will only provoke 
bitterness.) The result of following this 
formula in traffic court? Less than one 
per cent of the well-intentioned good citi- 
zens returned, and the aggravated offenses 
dropped more than 90 per cent. 

During this same period, we accom- 
plished a miracle—a miracle possible only 
with the type of assistance that is essen- 
tial to any successful traffic safety pro- 
gram. Los Angeles cut its traffic death 
record in half, and advanced from the 
worst traffic record in the nation to the 
best record of any city of its size in Amer- 
ica. Behind this accomplishment was the 
almost 100 per cent cooperation between 
the traffic court and the .police department, 
the metropolitan press, radio and televi- 
sion, the National Safety Council, labor 
unions, management, and civic organiza- 
tions—all working together toward an end 
that would benefit every man, woman, 
and child in the area. 

That is the part the court and safety- 
minded civic and professional organiza- 
tions play in driving safety education. 
But how can we, as individuals, help solve 
our driving safety problems? To answer 
that, we must first analyze our short- 
comings. These are what I call “The Seven 
Deadly Sins of Driving,” presented not 
in a “thou shalt not” form, but in a posi- 
tive, enlightening approach: 

SPEED: Fifty per cent of all fatal ac- 
cidents have speed in connection with 
them; in most cases, the speed was con- 
sidered imprudent under the particular 
circumstances. 

LIQUOR: Twenty per cent of all traf- 
fic deaths have liquor connected with 
them in one way or another. 
DISCOURTESY: Many accidents would 
never occur, and a large percentage of traf- 
fic citations would never be written, if we 


By Judge Roger Alton Pfaff 





The American Bar Association has 
cited Judge Pfaff for “. . . the 
greatest improvement in the prac- 
tice and procedure in the adminis- 
tration of justice for traffic courts.” 
He has been a judge of the Los An- 
geles Municipal Court since 1947. 
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all practiced a little common courtesy. 
RECKLESS AND IRRESPONSIBLE 
DRIVING: Some of the most vicious 
accidents arise out of speed contests and 
motoring “games.” 

CARELESSNESS: Many people drive 
about in a dream, or they’re emotionally 
upset; they place other drivers in danger, 
causing accidents from which they, the 
careless, often emerge unscathed. 
PHYSICAL DEFECTS: Regardless of 
rigid motor vehicle department examina- 
tions, too many physically unfit persons 
receive licenses. 

MECHANICAL DEFECTS: A car with 
bad brakes is as dangerous as a wild steer 
loose on crowded city streets. 

These Seven Deadly Sins present a 
personal problem to each of us, which, if 
we cannot wholly correct, we can at least 
alleviate and improve. Let common sense 
prevail; don’t question a reaction to sud- 
den danger or adverse conditions—slow 
down. Follow the slogan “If you drive, 
don’t drink; if you drink, don’t drive,” 
and impress its importance upon others. 
Apply the golden rule to driving: Drive 
as you would have others drive. Be wreck- 
less, not reckless. The physical condition 
of a driver is as important as the me- 
chanical condition of his car; both should 
be able to cope with the demands and 
stresses of modern traffic conditions. 

Don’t let personal interest in the prob- 
lem end at correcting your shortcomings. 
A civic-minded individual becomes intol- 
erant with crime, juvenile delinquency, 
Narcotics, Of corruption in government— 
to name a few—and joins his neighbors 

(Continued on page 63) 
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the ILLBOARDS, complete with pictures 
sms of the early robin, the jovial white- 
wag coated serviceman and a “Tuneup Time” 
rts. message, are usually the first signs of spring 
An- to the motorist. Why a spring tuneup? 
47. First, a spring tuneup will rid your car 


of its winter “overcoat”—the protective 
ourtesy.} measures it required before cold weather 
|SIBLE set in, but which now keep it from flexing 
vicious} its muscles. Second, if you had your car 
sts and¥ tuned at the first sign of morning frost 
last year, chances are you've driven 5000 
drive} miles or more since then—certainly 
tionally} enough mileage to warrant a checkup on 
danger,} those components subject to normal wear. 
ey, the} Third, and perhaps the foremost reason 
for a spring tuneup, is to have your car 
less of dependably ready for the summer motoring 
camina-| months ahead. 
persons If you’ve followed normal car care and 
driving procedures, the rigors of winter 
w with} haven’t had an abnormal effect on your 
ld steer car, although some of the ads would make 


Clean sludge from base of 
oil-bath air cleaner before 
changing to summer-grade 
oil. Wash filter element 
mesh, replace unit, tighten 


Free thermostat from scale 


sent a 
hich, if and rust, check for proper 
at least operation. If thermostat 
n sense sticks, you'll have a hot 
to sud- runner in warm weather 
—slow 

drive, 
drive,” 
others. 

Drive Hard starting—or no start- 
wreck- ing—can often be blamed 
ndition on corroded battery termi- 
1e me- Shsetiatentee onsinh tox hes nals. Clean with wire brush, 
should : : cover terminals with grease 
ee weather operation, set idle 
. adjustment. Throttle rods 

should move freely, springs 

» prob- a 

, must have correct tension 
mings. 
; intol- 
juency, 
nent— 
ghbors 


Trend| June 1954 29 








you think it was about to give you the 
ghost. But cold-weather driving has done 
this: In “to-and-from-work” driving, your 
engine has barely had time to warm up 
properly after standing overnight or dur- 
ing the day in cold weather; normal de- 
posits have not been burned off as they 
would be when your engine is at its peak 
operating temperature. Thus, the picture 
changes a little. Instead of losing its slug- 
gishness through a tuneup, perhaps your 
car will gain new life simply by having 
valve covers removed and the valve train 
freed of gum and sludge, or having the 
cylinder head (or heads) decarbonized. 


Remember Last Winter? 


Another winter curse is condensation. 
As your engine parts (and components 
such as the generator and _ accessory 
pumps) heat up and cool quickly in cold 
weather, they are easy prey to damaging 
moisture formations. Because of this, you 
should include in your spring tuneup pro- 
cedure a check of all engine accessories 
that can be dismantled easily, or lubricated 
to dispel any fear of rusting. 

When you had your car prepared for 
winter, you had your carburetor adjusted 
for cold-morning starts. This meant a 
change in the automatic choke control. 
Now, a quick adjustment can reset it for 
warm weather conditions—and for a 
slight increase in economy, for the warm- 
er weather calls for a leaner warm-up 
mixture, and less fuel consumption. 

While not a tuneup procedure in the 
strict sense of the word, changing the 
winter-grade oil in the crankcase and car- 
buretor oil-bath air cleaner is a “must” for 
post-winter car care. For maximum efh- 
ciency, clean out the sludge in the base of 
the air filter; if thoroughness is one of 
your virtues, you can have the pan flushed 
to clean out any residue that has collected 
in the crankcase. If you ‘live in an area 
where extreme low temperatures called for 
winter-grade lubricant in the transmission, 
differential, and steering gear (including 
the power steering hydraulic system), be 
sure to have the lubricant changed to a 
recommended summer type. 

Another “must,” and again one not 
necessarily associated with a tuneup, is a 
thorough cooling system checkup. Be sure 
it’s clean, free of scale and rust, and if 
necessary, have it reverse-flushed to re- 
move deposits or anti-freeze solutions that 
might contribute to overheating in hot 
weather. Check the chermostat (this can 
be done by placing it in a pan of water 
with a thermometer; heat the water, 
watching th: unit to be sure the bellows 
open at the temperai.r indicated on the 
thermostat body ). Replace the thermostat, 
and tighten all hoses (including those 
leading to the heater) as insurance against 
leaks. Replace any faulty hoses. The final 
major component that can be affected by 
winter driving is the battery—cold morn- 
ing starts may have weakened it to a 
danger point. Have it checked with a 
hydrometer to be sure of its capacity, and 
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have the terminals cleaned and tightened. 

What if winter has been reasonably 
kind to your car? Is a tuneup really nec- 
essary? To begin with, unless something is 
actually wrong with your car, you'll hardly 
notice the effect of a general tuneup. Your 
fuel economy will not increase appreciably 
unless your carburetor was adjusted im- 
properly or your breaker points or plugs 
were ailing from burned or pitted surfaces. 
A tuneup, then, is largely preventive main- 
tenance, not a cure-all. But don’t slight 
this seasonal preventive maintenance. It 
often shows up something that may give 
you trouble in the future. In its least 
glamorous aspect, it keeps your car in top 
operating condition. 


Get the Most 


To get the most out of a tuneup, some- 
thing must be corrected; but often 
something can be overlooked even in a 
major tuneup, and very often your car’s 
performance will be no better than it was 
before. Because of this, a mechanic who 
displays an honest interest in your car’s 
performance will not suggest a tuneup 
without first checking your engine’s com- 
pression. By doing this, he rules out ring 
and valve troubles that may be more at 
fault than common ignition or fuel-feed 
system ailments. So when he insists on a 
compression check (often included in the 
cost of a major tuneup), don’t begrudge 
the extra couple of dollars; it can save the 
cost of repeated servicing to get a post- 
tuneup “bug” out of your engine that the 
best tuneup couldn’t discover or remedy. 

What will a tuneup cost you? It can 
run from a nominal seven or eight dollars 
to as much as $25 or $30, depending on 
the make of car and the thoroughness of 
the tuneup. The lower figure usually con- 
sists of cleaning and adjusting spark plugs 
and breaker points, setting the timing, and 
adjusting the carburetor idle mixture. 
(These items can often be had as a pack- 
age deal for about $3.) In addition, the 
minor tuneup usually includes cleaning 
the fuel bowl and oil bath air cleaner. 


A Major Tuneup 


A major tuneup consists of the items 
listed above, plus: Cleaning and tighten- 
ing battery terminals, checking fuel lines, 
coil, condenser, vacuum control, voltage 
regulator, heat control, generator, and fan 
belt tension. Tightening the cylinder head 
(or heads) and intake and exhaust mani- 
folds is usually a part of the major tune- 
up. To reach the heights of tuneup price 
and efficiency, many garages include flush- 
ing the radiator and checking all hose 
connections, adjusting valves (particularly 
in overhead-valve engines) and cleaning 
cylinder heads (particularly L-head). 

Don’t pass up a “spring special,” if it 
includes those things which you feel de- 
mand attention. A minor tuneup which 
includes all of the things listed here under 
the minor tuneup category is a good buy at 
around $7 to $10, particularly if (as is 
often the case) new breaker points are in- 


cluded in the package. But be careful— 
choose a garage of unquestionable ethics 
to be sure of getting top-quality materials 
that won’t break down after 500 miles. 


How to Save Money 


You can save yourself some money by 
doing part of the job yourself. If you're 
not particularly adept at engine repairs in 
your own backyard, limit yourself to those 
things which won't require the dismantling 
of an intricate part. Flushing the radiator 
and draining the cooling‘system is a good 
Saturday morning job; don’t forget to 
tighten all ‘radiator and heater hoses. Per- 
haps while the car is up on the grease rack, 
the gas station attendant will let you clean 
your spark plugs on the station’s sand 
blast—air blast machine. You can reset 
them yourself: use a wire gauge to insure 
the correct gap. If you’re in doubt about 
the condition of the plugs, have them 
checked by someone who knows the differ- 
ence between a hot-running plug and one 
that’s beyond reconditioning. 

You can remove the battery cables from 
their moorings and clean the battery ter- 
minals and cable connectors yourself. Be- 
fore you wipe the grease and perspiration 
from your brow, attack the oil-bath air 
cleaner. But don’t stop there; the following 
pages show the illustrated steps to a clean 
oil filter, so you might as well go all-out 
and do the job up right. 

Have you saved yourself some money? 
Possibly half of a $20 bill, if you were in- 
tent on a complete, major tuneup. The 
remainder is something better left alone; 
distributor, valves, carburetor—all are 
checked quicker by someone familiar with 
their operation, and all are usually a part 
of the “package” deal that’s generally 
satisfactory for smooth operation. You'll 
find that it’s less expensive “buying a tune- 
up” than it is to pay for separate mainte- 
mance operations. A rough average of 
sample operations shows a saving of nearly 
one-third of the cost of having each item 
performed separately. 

But don’t be misled into an expensive 
tuneup unless the services to be performed 
are itemized. Know what you're getting, 
and be prepared to pay more than the ad- 
vertised cost of the tuneup. It’s a good 
idea to leave your phone number with the 
garage, for it’s easier to authorize neces- 
sary parts replacement than it is to be 
greeted with a national-debt-type bill 
when you return to pick up your car. A 
three-dollar engine analysis can save a $20 
tuneup, and put the cost of minor tuneup 
up only to about $10 (not including the 
cost of gaskets, or points and a condenser, 
which might be mandatory ). 

When will you need another tuneup? 
Probably not until just before cold weather 
sets in. But in the meantime, weekly or 
monthly checks of your fuel economy, your 
car’s performance during the summer, and 
its starting ability on chilly mornings will 
give you some -aluable, money-saving 
hints as to its needs when that time rolls 
around again. 
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HERE’S HOW 


CHANGING YOUR 
OIL FILTER 


A Photo Story by Les Nehamkin 


PRINGTIME is cleanup time, and a 

good place to start in on your cam- 
paign is under the hood of your car, specif- 
ically at the oil filter. Here are the illus- 
trated steps for getting this engine guardian 
ready for dusty summer trips. It’s an easy, 
quick operation, and one that should be 
repeated as often as recommended by the 
engine manufacturer or oil companies. A 
word of advice: The color of heavy-duty 
(detergent ) motor oil does not indicate its 
condition, so don’t change the filter element 
on the basis of oil color alone, but rather 
on car mileage and driving conditions. 


If filter is in an accessible place, you 
won’t have to remove case from block 


Use plastic bottle or syringe to remove 
remaining contaminated oil from filter 


Be sure new gasket is seated properly in 
cover. Use grease on gasket if it’s loose 


June 1954 


Case, gasket, and new filter element are filter’s components. Discarded squeeze-ty pe 
plastic bottle will remove dirty oil from filter; coffee tin is used as sludge container 


Fittings are not disconnected. Simply 
loosen bolt on top, remove filter cap 


Excess sludge is cleaned out with rag. 
Leave spacer ring in bottom of filter 


Replace cap carefully, being careful not 
to disturb gasket. Tighten cover securely 


Lift out filter element, catch dripping 
oil in large can or similar container 


Insert new element with cup-shaped 
handle or wire bail end on top of unit 


Run engine, tighten any leaking connec- 
tions. Check engine oil, bring up to level 
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HIGH STYLE 


If you’ve 


RUCE BROWN’S '52 Packard convertible is a prime 

example of what can be done to make a car outstandingly 
attractive, and still have it remain “reasonably stock.” There was 
no chopping or channeling, no sectioning or lowering involved 
in its construction. The few exterior details are there for all to 
see—frenched headlights, small, “button” tail lights, dechromed 
hood and rear deck, and the one thing that makes this custom 
“one-of-a-kind,” the unique paint job. But close inspection 
reveals that it’s more than just a simple painted panel; the dark 
strips are edged by hand-formed chrome strips made from half- 
inch cold-rolled steel. Bruce’s Packard, customized by Art Lan- 
caster, is further enhanced by a white leather interior and painted 
wire wheel covers, another handmade feature. A product of 
Redwood City, Calif., this custom Packard leads many to believe 
that with only minor changes, it could be a long, long stride 
toward a goal that’s nearly beyond the enthusiast’s fondest 
dreams—a latter-day version of the revered Packard-Darrin styl- 
ing of a few styling-years ago. 
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MODERN CLASSIC? It’s not too ter windows were filled in, and the top 

hard to visualize after a look at this padded and covered with nylon. Bodywork 
*52 Cadillac custom. Milton Melton, of included removal of the familiar tail fins, 
Beverly Hills, Calif, took his car and and addition of Buick tail lights, backup 
his plans to Maurice Schwartz (of Bohman lights, and a gas filler cap on a hand- 
and Schwartz fame). His coupe was given formed gravel shield. An eight-inch fender 
a rear window from a late-model series 75 extension, some dechroming, and a pearl- 
Cadillac as a starting point. The rear quar- gray paint job were the final touches. 
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NHARLES DE LACY customized his Studebaker in his spare 

time, working by night at an aircraft plant, going to college 
by day, and working at an auto body shop during his “idle” hours, 
DeLacy finished his long, low Stude in 15 months. Spare-time 
custom? We'll let you figure that one out. Lowered front and rear 
with lowering blocks, the Studebaker utilizes a "52 Nash rear 
deck lid, a forward panel made from a ’34 Ford hood, Oldsmobile 
rear fenders, Lincoln tail lights, and Ford headlights. The grille 
is part Olds, part Mercury. A three-inch strip of sheet metal 
under the doors adds to the car’s road-hugging appearance. Pow- 
erwise, the Stude custom has a ’51 engine of the same make 
sporting a three-quarter grind camshaft, oversize valves, dual 
carbs, re-domed combustion chambers, headers, and a 9 to 1 
compression ratio. 





FOR SPRING-- 


these ideas might mean a fresh facelifting for your car 
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Photos by E. Pat Broillier 


CCORDING to E. Pat Broillier, whose 

camera caught the beauty of this Plym- 
outh, it all started in a bunker in Korea. 
Art Edwardson’s dream of coming home 
included something pretty concrete— 
namely, a new car with clean lines. Then 
one day a certain civilian made up his 
mind about a certain long-range problem. 
Art’s 53 Plymouth business coupe was a 
comparatively “clean” start, and after in- 


stalling a hand-shaped grille bar, shaving 
the hood and deck, and removing some 
chrome, the dream was for real! Mercury 
headlight rims, skirts, and two-inch low- 
ering blocks were the finishing touches. A 
high-lift camshaft, dual intake manifold, 
milled head, and dual exhausts make 
a practical-but-hot powerplant. And Art 
Edwardson isn’t kidding when he calls 
his Plymouth a “dream on wheels.” 

















hear when owners 


“Why pay more and get no more?’ That’s what we 
compare other cars 


with the 


‘54 FORD V8 


AN MT RESEARCH ROAD TEST by Jim Potter 


W HEN WE PICKED UP the ’'54 
Ford V8 four-door sedan equipped 
with Fordomatic from the Ford Motor Co. 
for our road test, we remembered a con- 
versation we had had the week before 
with a Ford-boosting neighbor who owns 
last year’s model. 

“Bring your test car around for a ride,” 
he said. “I want to see if I should trade 
in mine for a ‘54 with that new overhead- 
valve engine. I'd like to see what other 
improvements they've made, too.” 

So, on a Sunday afternoon, John Slau- 
son and I checked the details on the '53 
and 54 Customline series four-doors. 

“The cars look almost identical,” John 
remarked. “They've changed the grille and 
side molding, raised the front fenders ever 
so slightly, added a couple of doodads to 
the tail lights, and that’s about it on the 
outside.” 

“Yes,” I agreed. “The big changes this 
year are underneath—the completely new 
engine and ball-joint front suspension.” 

John slipped in behind the wheel. 
“Feels about the same,” he said. “Wheel’s 
still too high for me. They’ve cleaned up 
the dash, and look at the bubble-top 
speedometer!” 

Then he started the engine, and we 
watched his eyes light up as he listened 
to the promising chuff-chuff from under 
the hood. “Hmmmmzm .. . doesn’t sound 
much like a Ford.” 

John didn’t talk while he drove. It was 
fun to watch his expression when the car 
surged away, and when it took sharp cor- 
ners in its stride. Then, when he pulled 
into his driveway, he sat back, sighing. 

“Jim,” he said, “do you remember 





Ford starts a trend: though the new 
speedometer could do without its plastic 
top, it’s in coming spot for future cars 
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when I first got my °53? I felt it was 
definitely underpowered. Your °54 certain- 
ly has more of the zip that I want. How 
did your actual tests pan out?” 

“From 0 to 30, the 54 tested 1.3 sec- 
onds faster; from 0 to 60, it was even bet- 
ter, trimming the ‘53 by 6.1 seconds 
{which, incidentally, confirms Walt Wor- 
on’s report on the Ford in his “Driving 
Around” feature in our February issue}. 
The '54 showed up better in higher-speed 
acceleration, too.” 

“That’s quite an improvement,” John 
said. “Tell me, just why did Ford go to 
an ohv powerplant? Their flathead V8 
had proven itself over the years—ever 
since '32, in fact.” 

“It’s a matter of efficiency. The flat- 
head V8 had reached its peak. The ohv 
arrangement permits high volumetric ef- 
ficiency to be maintained as compression 
ratios are increased to take full advantage 
of future high-octane-number fuels.” 

“They talk a lot about oversquare en- 
gines these days. I know that means that 
the bore measures more than the stroke, 
but what difference does that make to 
me in my kind of driving?” 

“Well, the new engine has a 3.5-inch 
bore and a 3.1-inch stroke, as compared to 
a 3.19-inch bore and a 3.75-inch stroke 
in the last L-head V8. That means the 
pistons now travel 17 per cent less dis- 
tance. And that means that you should 
get a lot longer life from your rings, for 
instance.” 

“Is the new V8 a much bigger engine?” 

“No, it’s not any bigger. Displacement 
is still 239 cubic inches and compression 
ratio is still 7.2 to 1 (of course, that will 


Photos by Tom Medley 





Test car’s interior was roomy and wash- 
able (plastic seats are $30 extra). Wheel 
is awkwardly high, should come down 


















Advertising claims of top roadability ... 


go lots higher in future Fords). So, low- 
friction design and better breathing are 
the greatest factors contributing to the 
higher output of the ‘54 V8. And it’s 


really higher: 130 hp at 4200 rpm as 
compared to 110 at 3800; and maximum 
torque of 214 pounds-feet, compared to 
194 for the ’53 engine.” 

John seemed satisfied. “Does it have 
all the features of more expensive V8s, 
then?” he wondered. 

“No. MT Research questioned why 
Ford ‘didn’t use hydraulic tappets this 
year. We went right to Ford’s engineers, 
who said: . Hydraulic tappets have 
a trouble-making history as compared to 
mechanical tappets.’ Manufacturing cost 
may be a factor here. However, we feel 
that the ‘54 engine is adequately quiet 
without hydraulic lifters, a tribute to its 
design.” 


That New Suspension 


Again, the several drivers on our MT 
Research staff confirmed Walt Woron’s 
earlier opinion of the handling and road- 
ability of the 54 Ford. We drove it hard 
in tight circles, over washboard roads, on 
winding, steep-graded mountain trails— 
the car simply has superior characteristics 
in this department. Not once did we lose 
control or feel that the car couldn’t take 
such rough treatment. 

The why of the excellent roadability is 
in the new, simple ball-joint suspension 
system. The front wheels are connected 
to the spring-supported arms coming out 
on each side of the frame by two simple 
ball-and-socket joints on each front wheel 
—one connecting to the top supporting 


Hunting for detail differences from °53 
model (left) is a losing proposition. All 
the big changes are hidden underneath 
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arm and the other one to the bottom arm. 
- We found that the car had the best 
stability on sharp turns of any car in its 
price class. Body lean, while not com- 
nB pletely eliminated, is less than in the "53. 
Steering is exacting on turns and on all 
types of roads. At low speeds, I felt that 
the Ford steered harder than the others in 
its class. The point, to our way of thinking 
is, which would you rather have: easier 
steering or better steering control? Our 
staff unanimously preferred the latter, 
with one member, Pete Molson, making 
the remark that as far as he is concerned 
the Ford steering approaches the ease of 
power systems. 





In the Ride Department 


The ’54 has a fairly solid ride at all 
speeds; not what you'd call the best ride 
of any car, but one that is stable even in 
bad dips at high speeds. In these, the car 
recovers nicely without any bounce, which 
speaks well for the new suspension. New 
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stock cars 
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VALVE COVER 


CROSS-OVER 
EXHAUST PIPE 





FUEL PUMP 


First overhead valve V8 in the low-priced field, engine has lots of room inside to grow 


five-leaf rear springs have inserts between 
the tips of all leaves to control friction. 
These inserts, together with rubber bush- 
ings at the shackles and brackets, eliminate 
the need for any lubrication at the rear sus- 
pension. On washboard roads, we felt 
the bumps, but the car was under com- 
plete control. Sitting in the back seat 
while one driver whirled the car fast 
through corners, Fred Bodley remarked 
that he felt he was riding with the car— 
not fighting against a tendency to roll. The 
54 ride is much improved. 


Improved Brakes 


Stopping distances on our test car im- 
proved remarkably over last year’s model. 
At 30 mph, there was a three-foot im- 
provement over the ’53; at 45, 13 feet; 
at 60, 29 feet. Changes in the brakes con- 
sist of stronger mountings and new, 
heavier shoes, making our test stops 
smoother with no indication of fade or 
uneven stops. From this, you can definite- 








ly feel safer in your ’54 Ford. In today’s 
heavier traffic, that’s a welcome bonus. 

Though our test car did not have pow- 
er brakes, we have driven Fords with the 
optional system. The Ford setup consists 
of a vacuum booster, added to increase 
the pressure that can be applied to the 
brake system by the pedal. The brake 
pedal travel is identical on both the 
standard and power brake installations 
(on many other cars, the pedal travel 
with power brakes is much’ less). In other 
words, Ford’s power brake system is sim- 
ply superimposed on a standard brake sys- 
tem. Thus, with the vacuum boost inopera- 
tive, the pressure required by the driver 
to stop the car’ is no greater than in a 
standard-equipped car. 


Changes’ Inside the 54 


Ford’s new “Astra-dial” speedometer, 
mounted at eye level on the completely 
redesigned control panel, has a transpar- 

(Continued on page 45) 
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Whether it was in a wheel-lifting dip or a sidewall-scrubbing turn, MT’s Super 88 
was as much at home on our course as a tough “‘trials special” on a Sunday outing 


Now five years old, the 
popular 88 has improved 


itself again this year 


‘54 OLDSMOBILE SUPER 88 


AN MT RESEARCH ROAD TEST REPORT by Jim Lodge 


HE 88 THAT COULDN’T WAIT 

was the treat that Oldsmobile lovers 
greeted with open arms when the com- 
pany introduced their new wide-wind- 
shield wonders this year. Purportedly next 
year’s design, the “new look” embodied 
in the ‘54 88—the wrap-around wind- 
shield and squared-off corners—is without 
doubt one that’s here to stay, if first- 
quarter sales and public reaction to MT’s 
Super 88 test sedan are any criterion. 

A few minor, tasteful trim changes, 
coupled to the picture-window windshield, 
made our Super 88 look vastly different 
from last year’s car. But it wasn’t until 
we were well into the road test that we 
began to find the real differences. All 
of us were impressed with the 88's get- 
up-and-go, but few of us were really im- 
pressed with the new Oldsmobile’s road- 


ability at first; then we began putting 
the 88 through the paces—sidewall-scrub- 
bing turns, slamming the handsome sedan 
into soft earth at highway speeds, and 
aiming its broad hood at some of the 
steepest, stomach-flipping dips this side 
of Coney Island—and the “car that 
couldn’t wait” felt as though it just 
couldn’t wait for more of these rigors 
that seemed much to its liking. 

Its stability under all far-from-normal 
driving conditions was commendable, yet 
throughout the testing program, the Olds- 
mobile was often discouraged from broad- 
sliding in fast turns only by the bite of its 
low-pressure tires. 

Even with eight pounds more air pres- 
sure in the tires than that recommended, 
tire squeal was unusually high—often 
annoying—and with normal tire pressures, 
Pkotos by Tom Medley 
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Although overbearing in appearance, the massive air cleaner doesn’t hinder acces- 
sibility badly, hides only distributor. Servicing rates good for engine’s size 
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even slow, easy cornering brought wails of 
protest from the 7.60 x 15s. 

The important point in this roadability 
test—the power factor involved—meant 
two things to MT’s test drivers: Aware 
of the horsepower available at the rear 
wheels (the Super 8& delivered 112 hp 
in fourth gear on the chassis dynamom- 
eter) we could correct a slow drift simply 
by nudging the responsive accelerator; 
on the other hand, we could easily break 
the rear wheels loose by floorboarding the 
throttle and putting the car into a tight 
turn. Thus, the 88’s roadability is as much 
a matter of the driver’s action as it is of 
the car’s. 

Our test car, blessed with all the pow- 
et conveniences save an automatic pilot, 
rated tops in driving ease. 

You'll have no trouble parking the 
Super 88 sedan; all fenders are visible 
from the driver’s seat, and the wrap- 
around windshield and rear window elimi- 
nate normal blindspots. Windshield wipers 
similar to those used on busses would be a 
welcome addition; in rainy or slushy 
weather, the wipers fail to make a full 
sweep of the windshield. The car has a 
notable lack of overhang, and its overall 
dimensions are about average for its class. 

Since the introduction of the Oldsmobile 
V8 engine in 1949, each new model 
brings one popular question to mind: Is 
the new car as hot as ever? Thought of 
fondly as the “family hot rod” by Olds 
owners, the 88 has established an en- 
viable reputation both in engineering as- 
pects and in down-to-earth performance 
characteristics. The °54 version of the 
“Rocket” engine has increased displace- 
ment (from 303.7 to 324.3 cubic inches), 
a higher compression ratio (from 8.0 to 1 
to 8.25 to 1) to boost torque from 284 
pounds-feet at 1800 rpm to 300 at 2000. 
A longer-dwell camshaft was an integral 
part of the change. 


Its Performance 


That’s the technical story of the earth- 
bound Rocket in a nutshell. What does 
it alk mean in terms of performance? 
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Something that isn’t normally associated 
with the 88’s flashing acceleration— 
economy. That’s the big word that Olds- 
mobile is trying to stress in a big way. 
(An 88 powered by the 185-horsepower 
‘54 engine pounded the bricks at Indian- 
apolis recently for 10,000 miles at high- 
way speeds to prove that it could produce 
10 per cent better gas mileage than its 
running mate, a 165-hp "53 car, and an- 
other one took its class in the 1954 
Mobilgas Economy Run at 19.8 miles 
per gallon average. ) 

Oldsmobile’s chief 
Metzel, explains it this way: “The greater 
power developed by the 1954 Rocket 
engine permits normal operation with 
less demand against the fuel capacity of 
the engine.” In short, Oldsmobile engi- 
neers feel that the most powerful engine 
is the most economical (within a given 
size range) because it’s not working so 
hard. (This can also be translated into 
increased engine life, as well as imme- 
diate economy. ) 

MT'’s test figures bear out this concept, 
for a look at the Test Car at a Glance 
shows an improvement in gasoline econ- 
omy at all speeds tested. The '54 test car 
showed a better-than-10-per-cent increase 
at 45 and 75 mph, turning 23.0 and 16.4 
mpg, respectively. 

Acceleration—still exhilarating—is lit- 
tle changed from last year; the heavier 54 
test car was only slightly faster in quarter- 
mile times, and the difference between the 
two cars throughout all speed ranges was 
practically negligible. The same is true of 
top speed; the °54 car had a better one- 
way top speed (111.1 mph) but its av- 
erage for the four runs was nearly the 
same as the ‘53 test car's. 


engineer, Harold 


Fade-Free Stops 


The new 88's brakes pulled the car 
down to straight, fade-free stops. Braking 
ability, particularly at high speeds, is 
keeping pace with Oldsmobile’s power in- 
crease; MT’s ’54 test car gave nearly a 
30-foot margin of safety over the ’53 in 
60-mph panic stops. Reaction time is re- 


REAR WHEEL 
HORSEPOWER 


(Determined on Clayton 
chassis dynamometer; 
al! tests are made un- 
der full load, which is 
similar to climbing a 
hill at full throttle. Ob- 
serv: figures are 
not corrected to stand- 
ard atmospheric condi- 
tions) 

50 road hp 
88 road hp 
196 road hp @ 2509 
Maximum: 112 road hp 





SPEEDOMETER ERROR 


Car speedometer read 31 Se. ee ae 
bus a6 oa, 62 at true 60 mph 
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duced because of the position of the 88’s 
power brake pedal. Even with complete loss 
of vacuum from the power brake cylinder 
(ignition off, the car out of gear), the 
Olds brakes are fairly easy to apply, con- 
sidering the lack of leverage caused by 
the low-set pedal; it was possible to lock 
the rear wheels with only about twice as 
much pedal pressure, as that required by a 
normal braking system. 

The Super 88’s interior brought noth- 
ing but praise from everyone who rode 
in the test car. Materials were of the 
highest quality, and the choice of color 
complemented the blue-and-white exterior. 

A well-balanced instrument panel in- 
cludes all the traditional operating gauges, 
an easy-to-read circular speedometer, and 
controls that are within easy reach of the 
driver. Worthy of mention again this year 
is the Oldsmobile’s electrically operated 
Hydra-Matic quadrant, at the bottom of 
the speedometer dial. MT Research hoped 
for a change to a mechanical indicator 
(one that would be mounted in the same 
position, a la Cadillac) after last year’s 
road test. Our reasons were twofold: First, 
because the indicator does not operate with 
the ignition off, you’d have to guess at the 
gear range should the car have to be 
moved when the ignition is off or the in- 
dicator not functioning because of a faulty 
connection. Second, the indicator on the 
54 test car often pointed to one range 
when it was in another. 

There were no reflections in the wind- 
shield from instrument lights at night; 
in the daytime—and this was surprising, 
considering the unrestrained chromework 
across the entire dashboard of the Olds— 
there was no bothersome glare from bright 
metal trim. 

Couple the 88’s colorful, rich-looking 
interior to its comfortable-but-firm seats, 
and you have a wholly enjoyable car as 
far as passenger comfort is concerned. 
Legroom is average, headroom is plentiful, 
and the seats are wide enough to seat 
three abreast with room to spare. The 
six-footers on MT’s research staff could 
(Continued on page 52) 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 





Cornerpost is back only a half-inch at 


line of sight from position ef °53 model, 
but it reduces nearer cowl blind spot 


























Beauty is just part of the story of the 
Oldsmobile’s interior; easy-to-read in- 
struments, wide windshield add safety 


No broken glass here! Raising the car at 
front and rear, kicking the jack out from 
under it, proved fallacy of recent rumors 





FUEL 
= CONSUMPTION ~~ 
(In miles per gallon; 
ACCELERATION checked with fuel flow. (ff 
(In seconds; checked meter, fifth wheel, and 
with fifth wheel and Cs electric 5 meter. 
electric speedometer) Mobil Special used) 
—- start %4-mile (reached 74 mph) 2%  o 0-30 24.5 mpg at steady 30 mph, 23.0 mpg at steady 45, 
3.9, 0-60 mph 12.4, 10-30 mph (D4) 3.5, 30-50 19.4 mpg at steady 60, 16.4 mpg at steady 75, 


— (D4) 5.8, 5080 mph (D4) 15. 
TOP SPEED 
(In miles per hour; 


RATING: EXCELLENT 
clocked over surveyed 


Ya-mile) ae 


Fastest run, 111.1; Slowest run, 105.6; Average, 108.1 
RATING: EXCELLENT 














14.2 mpg in simulated traffic over measured course, 
13.1. mpg overall tank average for 1123 miles 


RATING: GOOD 


BRAKE STOPPING 
DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; 


a | with 

ly actuated detonator) 

40 ft. @ 30 mph, 94 ft @ 45, 181 ft. @ 60 
RATING: GOOD 

















Traditional Packard lines take on new appearance in Clipper styling. High tail lights, new body molding are °54 changes 


‘54 PACKARD CLIPPER 


A favorite family car, the Clipper still offers 
the Packard look—and at well under $3000, too 


AN MT RESEARCH ROAD TEST REPORT by Walt Woron 


O MOST PEOPLE it comes as some- 

what of a surprise that they can buy 
a Packard for under $3000. In the past, 
Packard and prestige have been synony- 
mous. And with this generally comes price. 
The fact that Packard is now producing 
lower-priced cars may detract from this 
belief that the manufacturer has tried so 
hard to instill in the minds of the Ameri- 
can car-buying public. 

If I were to write an open letter to 
Packard, I would be tempted to recom- 
mend a divorcing of the lower-priced Clip- 
per line from the Cavalier and Patrician, 
even to the extent of leaving off the 
Packard nameplate. Let the Clippers stand 
on their own merits; they have enough of 
them to make them highly interesting to 
many people. Of course, it appears that 


Packard is already anticipating such a 
move: the Packard crest on the grille 
and “Packard” in script on the trunk are 
the only written indications of the Clipper 
being a Packard; the Clippers have new 
rear fenders that are unlike those of the 
other models. There are other indications 
that this may be the last year when you 
can get a middle-priced car so much like 
one of America’s most expensive ones. 
The car we selected from among the 
three in the Clipper series for road test is 
the top Clipper mechanically. Performance 
is better than the less-powered Special 
(165 hp instead of 150), while its trim is 
not as plush as the Super. It’s my opinion 
that the Deluxe will be the most popu- 
lar of the three. And to me, its populari- 
ty will lie in the fact that it’s a satisfying 


car to drive, one that you can head for 
mountains or desert early in the morning, 
and arrive fresh that night. In this re- 
spect, it’s the equal of any car in its price 
class (which includes the DeSoto V8, Hud- 
son Hornet, Olds 98, and the middle-sized 
Buicks ). 

It will cruise hour after hour at high 
speeds, riding you along in chair-height 
comfort, not causing you any mental or 
physical strain in keeping it on course. 

Because of the extreme smoothness of 
the Packard ride (a point on which its 
makers justly pride themselves in their 
advertising) some people questioned MT 
about the test car’s behavior on bad roads. 
Here’s the answer: It’s as much at home 
on a cow track as it is on the boulevard. 
After extremely rough bumps or dips, it 
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just stays serenely on course, not wander- 
ing or bounding around. Never once did it 
bottom, even over the ruttiest of roads. 
This gentle but controlled ride remains 
one of Packard’s top cards. 

The car does heel over at low speeds, 
so that when rounding a city corner you 
might think that you wouldn’t relish 
driving it at high speeds; but, surprisingly 
enough, body lean is not at all extreme at 
high speeds. We found it worst at 20 mph. 

Perhaps you, like the rest of us, do most 
of your driving under conditions altogeth- 
er too tame to suit you but like to let it 
out occasionally when the road is clear. 
Then you'll be glad to know that the 
tail end of a Packard meekly follows the 
front around even a too-tight turn without 
trying to live a life of its own. We pushed 
the Clipper up to 70 on a mean curve 
we know and were unable to make the 
rear break away. Tire squeal was too loud, 
and out of character with the car’s other 
behavior. No-squeal treads are optional, 
though, at no extra cost. 

Starting with the wheel, which sits low 
in your lap where it won't obstruct any- 
one’s vision, the whole steering system 
also seems designed for peace of mind. 

In addition to the Clipper Deluxe on 
which we ran all our regular tests and 
which did not have power steering, a 
Super Clipper that did have the increas- 
ingly popular booster was mine for a long 
week-end. So I had an unusual opportunity 
to compare what was essentially the same 
car, both with the option and without. 

With standard steering, the Clipper is 
not a strain to drive. It takes 4°%% turns 
of the wheel to get from lock to lock 
(half a turn less with the power setup). 
Tugging is necessary only if you try to 
turn the wheels when the car is complete- 
ly motionless. Packard’s power steering is 
very much like its manual counterpart on 
the highway: the car moves solidly along, 
even at high speeds, with very little cor- 
rection. If you do a lot of driving in close 
quarters, the linkage-booster power setup 
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Packard’s 165-horsepower, L-head engine has high accessibility rating. Although 
valves are hard to get at, most components are well-positioned for ready servicing 


will give you finger-touch control of this 
hefty car. Another advantage: the turn- 
ing circle is 43 feet on the standard car, 
two feet less with power. Otherwise, you 
may be surprised at the Clipper’s easy 
control in standard trim. It’s superior in 
this respect to many of its competitors. 
Not the least of the factors that make 
the Clipper so comfortable a car to drive 
or ride in is the seating position. Whether 
you're behind the wheel or just looking at 
the scenery, you're at ease. High seats 
support your legs; low-silled, high win- 
dows let you see where you're going and 
where you’ve been; and vision for close 
maneuvering, with the Packard-pioneered 
low hood and high fenders, is something 
so pleasant to drive with that the indus- 
try seems to be adopting it wholesale. 


By hitching up a little in the seat, you 
can see the big new Clipper tail lights 
that make a parking problem disappear 
almost completely. Of course, parking is 
one aspect of driving that definitely bene- 
fits from power steering. The no-fuss-no- 
muss smoothness of Ultramatic’s takeoff 
is also responsible for a desirable feeling 
of being in complete control. 

A Clipper with Ultramatic doesn’t have 
particularly scintillating performance, but 
if you learn how to take full advantage of 
the straight-eight engine by using the 
transmission in the right way, you'll get 
acceleration similar to competitive V8s. 

Using the Low range, wind up till you’re 
at 5O mph; then drop into High (it corre- 
sponds to Drive in other automatics ). 

(Continued on next page) 


Photos by Tom Medley 





“Easamatic” power brake pedal requires 
only soft touch to bring Clipper to a halt 
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High seats, low hood, raised fenders add up to good view of the road through Clip- 
per’s wide windshield. Panel has drawer-type glove compartment mounted at right 
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have already installed duals on their cars. 






mle 


== “a 
wv 


Vi { DUAL EXHAUST SYSTEM or a 
DUAL EXHAUST HEADER SYSTEM 


A a ~~ Line of wees <* 
Packed Mufflers . the 


MAKE YOUR GAS GO FURTHER 
- YOUR GETAWAY FASTER 
Today smart ‘car owners everywhere are 
etting more power .. . smoother per- 
‘ormance . greater economy with Grand 
Dual Exhaust Systems and Grand Dual 
Exhaust Header Systems. They add more 
“go” to your getaway . give -_ extra 
r to mee emergencies, e speed 
ior adventure. You'll gain up to a 20% 
increase in horsepower and stretch your 
gas avon 10 to 20%. Pep up your car 
with POWER. Have Grand Duals or Headers 
installed today. 


Steel Packed Mufflers and Grand Quiet-tone Fiberglas* 
First Fully Engineered Fiberglas* Packed Mufflers. 


Leading automobile manu- 
facturers like Cadillac, Chrysler and Chevrolet 
(Corvette sports car) are installing duals as stand- 
ard equipment to increase horsepower, accelera- 
tion and gas mileage. Several million car owners 
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*Fiberglas trademark Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation. 


Available at better automotive dealers everywhere. Write Today For Descriptive Folder. 


GRAND AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS Dept. MT-6 2055 N. Ruby Street, Melrose Park, Ill. 
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Be your own automobile 


expert with these great handbooks! 


ARS Hons Your Automotive 


7. LQ? 


HOT ROO 


CUSTOM CARS —TOMORROW 







PLASTIC CARS: The complete how, why and wherefore of Fiberglas. 
CLASSIC CARS & ANTIQUES: A compendium of rarities out of the past. 
CUSTOM CARS 1954 ANNUAL: An array of the nation’s finest customs. 


HOT ROD 1954 ANNUAL: 


160 pages of ‘the fastest with the mostest.’ 


DREAM CARS: A gala review of cars from the past, present and future. 


TREND 75c BOOKS | on newsstands everywhere! 


If your newsdealer cannot supply you, send 85c (includes postage) for each 
copy desired to Trend Books, 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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part of the range—it no longer adds much 
push to the engine’s own thrust at that 
speed—and you're in direct drive, the 
other part of the High range. This 1 to 1 
setup gives you quite a high gear (the rear 
axle is 3.23 to 1 with Ultramatic) and it 
will take you on up as high as you’re like- 


ly to go. On the test car, top was an aver- | 


age of 97.7 mph, with a top run of 102.4, 

If you start out in Drive range, you'll 
make a pure torque converter start un- 
aided by gears (as you would in a pre-’53 
Chevy with Powerglide). 
seems slower than it is, because of a but- 


tery smoothness. If you’re not in a hurry, 7 


direct drive may cut in as low as 15 mph; 
if you really put your foot in it, it will 
wait till as high as 50. The time difference 
in Drive alone and Low-plus-Drive is 
about 3.5 seconds for acceleration over the 
standing quarter-mile. 

If it goes, will it stop? It will indeed, 
in less space than it took any of MT’s ’53 
test cars. The Packard’s brakes deserve top 
rating on two other points as well: (1) 
Though the test car’s power brakes were 
the popular low-pedal type, letting the 
driver pivot comfortably (and quickly) 
on his heel from throttle to brake, they 
offered no particular problem (as do some 
others of their ilk) when we switched 
off the ignition to test them with the 
vacuum tank depleted. Pedal pressure was 
only slightly harder with no booster than 
with a conventional braking system, an 
emergency advantage that other users of 
the handy low-pedal brake would do well 
to study. (2) The other striking advantage 
of the Packard’s brakes was their total 
lack of fade, even when very hot in MT’s 
severe tests. As a car for a family vacation, 
the Clipper passed this last all-important 
test to rate as a good choice for near- 
complete physical and mental comfort. 

It is a good 40 years since Packard's 
looks became almost universally recog- 
nized. Today’s Packard Clipper doesn’t 
look much like the famed Model 48s 
and Twin Sixes, but it’s very much in 
the same tradition. Back in 1951, Pack- 
ard revamped its whole line. The change, 
everyone agreed, was for the better; 
though in no sense startling, the cars were 
modern and clean of line. What's more, 
they were built for people to ride in and 
to get in and out of with extreme ease 
(doors, for instance, are huge, and open 
almost at right angles to the body). 

In looks, the test Clipper wasn’t much 
different from those 1951 models, yet it’s 
anything but old-fashioned. And it will re- 
main good-looking. How do we know? 
Well, we’ve had a look at one of Packard’s 
big body changes, the one to come in the 
company’s all-new ’55 cars. They ought 
to bring new enthusiasm both to buyers 
who have been intrigued by Packard’s ag- 
gressive expansion program and to those 
in charge of that program in Detroit. But 

(Continued on page 45) 
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Your Present Engine Can Last Years Longer 
..e Lhanks to New Sintered Bronze Filter Method! 


HIS IS THE SECRET that wouldn't keep—the in- 

vention that may put men on the moon years before 
experts believed it could be done. This is the discovery 
that can make present-day automobile engines last hun- 
dreds of thousands of miles—and save millions of dollars 
for average car owners by reducing operating expenses. 
Yet, like many great discoveries, it is based on simple 
principles. 

Friction, as every schoolboy knows, is what makes 
engines wear out. In early steam engines, this was such 
a minor problem that tallow was good enough for lubri- 
cation. Even in the first gasoline engines, almost any 
kind of oil could do the job. 

But as engine heat increased and piston speeds ap- 
proached 3000 feet per minute, lubrication engineers 
had to develop new oils containing “additives” you hear 
so much about. 

Oil companies claim these additives are worth the 
extra 15c to 25c a quart you re paying for oil—and they're 
right. Purpose of these additives is to keep carbon and 
gum in harmless suspension in your oil—prevent deposits 
from forming in your engine. That’s why your oil should 
look dark after a few miles of driving. Dark oil means 
a clean engine, just as dirty water means clean hands. 


June 1954 


But here’s the catch: the ordinary oil filter pack made 
of absorbent material soaks up these valuable additives 
like a blotter. The more additives your oil filter soaks up, 
the “cleaner” your oil looks—and the more carbon, gum 
and varnish you may have forming in your engine. 

Shocking? Yes, but that’s only part of the story. Oil 
companies have developed still other additives—such 
as barium and molybdenum—which may make an engine 
overhaul something you don’t even start thinking about 


a four page report 
on the most important 
Uielater-belelimeliieeha-iay 
in a lifetime! 














until 250,00 miles or so. But there was no point in put- 
ting these oils on the market until an oil filter could be 
developed that would not remove additives. True, a few 
of these additives are already on the market in limited 
quantities—but, again, they are ineffective as long as 
they are being soaked up in absorbent filters. 

The problem: find a filter that wouldn’t soak up valu- 
able additives, but would remove the microscopic abra- 
sives that do the real damage to precision engine parts. 
These “danger zone” particles range from 10 to 30 
microns in size (a micron is 39 millionths of an inch)— 
so small that several hundred of them would simply 
rattle around inside the period at the end of this 
sentence. 

Since conventional absorbent filter material couldn't 
be packed tight enough to stop these tiny particles 
without reducing oil flow, engineers decided an entirely 
new kind of filter material had to be developed. Obvi- 
ously, it had to be metal—but there was no way of mak- 
ing a metal screen fine enough. 

Finally, metallurgists found the answer by fusing 
together millions of tiny bronze balls into a porous filter. 
Being non-absorbent, it wouldn’t remove additives, 
yet abrasives simply couldn't get through the spaces 
between the tiny bronze balls. And, since bronze just 
doesn’t wear out, it would never have to be replaced! 


Tests Prove Life-time Filter 
Adds Years to Engine Life 


Samples were rushed to government proving centers 
for testing. Results: the Life-time bronze filter not only 
solved the critical problem of filtering liquid oxygen, 
nitrogen, etc., for guided missiles, but could save the 
government millions of dollars now spent on filter 
replacement packs for trucks, jeeps, tanks and other 
vehicles. 

Moreover, because the Life-time filter did not soak 
up oil additives, engine life could be greatly increased. 

Besides government tests, millions of miles of road 
tests in truck, taxi and car rental fleets reveal amazing 
results. Cars equipped with the Life-time filter have 
already passed the 300,000-mile mark without ever 
changing oil filters! 


Grove} 


By removing water from the oil, the Life-time 
filter prevents formation of sulfuric acid, deadly 
enemy of bearings, other precision engine parts. 
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Micrographs Reveal How Or- 


dinary Cloth or Paper Filters 4 
Let Abrasives Get Through Us 











1 2 3 

1. After 200 miles, unfiltered oil looks like this. 
Dark color is normal; it means detergent additives 
are keeping your engine clean. But abrasive par- 
ticles are dangerous, should be filtered out. 


2. Ordinary cloth or paper filters soak up addi- 
tives, but let some abrasive particles get through 
when pressure forces “channels” in pack. 


3. Because additives are removed, oil may look 
“elean” because carbon and gum is deposited in 
engine. Dangerous abrasives are still in oil. 


250,000 MILES before a major overhaul should 
be normal with today’s engines and oils. Only the 
Life-time filter meets modern requirements, 





DIESEL AND GASOLINE truck fleets have proved 
value of Life-time bronze oil filter in hundreds of 


thousands of miles of road tests. 
Motor Trend 
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1. Since porous bronze can’t “channel,” abrasives 
can’t get through—but valuable additives can, be- 
cause Life-time filter is non-absorbent. 


2. After 2,000 miles—or 10,000—oil is free of 


abrasives, but dark, proving engine is clean. 


Life-time Oil Filter Never Wears 
Out - eliminates filter pack 
replacement forever! 


You never change the Life-time filter—just rinse it occa- 
sionally in gasoline and it’s good as new. In addition, 
you save the quart of oil soaked up and thrown away 
regularly with ordinary replacement filter packs, which 
can add up to a lot of oil during the life of this filter. 
How long is that? Well, the Life-time filter is guaran- 
teed for 10 years. 

But since bronze simply never wears out, the amount 
of money you save on the filter packs you don’t have to 
buy, plus what you save in engine overhauls, is some- 
thing for your life insurance man to figure out for you. 


To find out how you can have a permanent bronze 
Life-time filter on your car, see next page. 


How The LIFE-TIME Filter Works 


As dirty oil is forced through ele- 
ment, all harmful particles drop to bot- 
tom of filter case. Only pure, filtered oil 
ean get back into circulation. 


INLET 
(DIRTY OIL) 


“SMOKE TEST” proves superiority of Life-time 
porous bronze filter. Ordinary filters cause oil pres- 
sure to drop when fibers soak up oil, expand and 
preveat free circulation 
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OUTLET 
(CLEAN OIL) 





How to Get a Life-time Filter for 
2 Weeks Trial in Your Car or Truck 


You can try a Life-time filter in your car for two weeks 
to see if it’s really all we say it is (it is, and more). If, 
however, you decide you don’t want to keep it because 
you miss the fun of buying filter packs, or for any reason, 
all you do is send it back for a refund, with no questions 
asked. Ordering is simple: 

1. If your car already has an oil filter, you can convert 
it to a Life-time filter with a kit which replaces your 
throwaway pack with permanent bronze. Just send us 
the make and number of your present filter pack (if you 
know it); otherwise, send us the make, model and year 
of your car or truck. Enclose $6.95 (we pay shipping ) 
or send $2.00 deposit (you pay balance and C.O.D. 
charges on arrival ). 

2. If your car has no filter now, or you want to replace 
the one you have, send us the make and model of your 
car and $12.95 (we pay shipping) or $5 deposit, balance 
C.O.D. a | 

3. A few cars have full-flow filter systems; Life-time a | 
filter conversion kits for these are $13.95. 


FREE INSTALLATION 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 


Although you can install a Life-time filter yourself in 
15 minutes, you can take it to your dealer if you like and 
well pay him for his trouble. 

Use the order form below for immediate delivery — 
and do it today, before you waste another cent on filter 


1. Conversion Kit 
replaces present fil- 
ter element with 
Life-time bronze. 
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2. Complete Unit 
replaces entire old 
filter unit in 15 
minutes. 
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Packard Road Test 


(Continued from page 40) 







pt only to the 54 line, but to all Pack- 
ds for many years back. They are a real 
medit to Dick Teague, Packard’s youth- 
ful Styling Director (we'll tell you more 
bout him next month). 
Packard is still bucking the trend to 
the universal V8, but as you can see from 
wr performance figures, the car is no 
laggard, even with soft-spoken Ultramatic. 
(Fer more spectacular dashes, there's over- 
drive; the Clipper is one of the few cars 
a its price with this high-performance 
option.) MT Research has yet to see a 
less cluttered engine compartment. With 
the exception of valves (always hard to 
feach on an L-head) and a power brake 
mechanism hiding under the steering gear, 
ewerything was easy to get at. With its 
8to 1 compression ratio, the Clipper De- 
luxe is content only with premium fuel 
we used Mobilgas Special throughout 
ur tests ). 
' So it’s still possible for car lovers who 
appreciate the traditional qualities of 
q@mfort, all-around room, and smoothness 
te get them, and in a medium-priced car 
hat hasn't yet changed much from the big 
Packards. What changes the next several 
years will bring are still a matter for 
the crystal-ball- crowd. Will Packard merge 
with another independent, possibly the 
Nash-Hudson combine now known as 
American Motors Corp.? Detroit sages 
say that it will have to; that an inde- 
pendent, especially one aiming for higher 
@ sales in the low-volume, high-quality field, 
hasn’t a chance of lasting much longer 
against the staggering combined might of 
GM, Chrysler and Ford (it’s interesting 
to note that the only real U.S. luxury 
cars, with the single exception of the sen 
ior Packards, are built by the Big Three ). 
But we'll bet that when it does com- 
bine, or reorganize, or whatever it has to 
do, that it will retain the Packard look, 
and that the °54 Clipper will still look 
proud many years from today’s date on 
the calendar. —Walt Woron 
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here is no question that they are related, 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 








ENGINE: L-head straight 8. Bore 3'/2 in. Stroke 
4% in. Stroke/bore ratio +.214. Compression ratio 
8.0 to 1. Displacement 327 cu. in. Advertised bhp 


165 @ 3600 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.505. Piston 


travel @ max bhp 2550 ft. per min. Max torque 
295 @ 2200 rpm. Max bmep 136.0 psi. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission i. three- 
speed synchromesh using helical gears. Ratios: Ist 
2.43, 2nd 1.53, 3rd 1.0, reverse 3.16. 

OVERDRIVE is planetary with standard gears, mini- 
mum cut-in speed 22 mph. Ratio: 0.72 (overall 2.95). 
AUTOMATIC transmission is Ultramatic, torque 
converter with direct drive above 15 mph. Ratios: 
High: torque converter (max ratio @ stall 2.55 @ 
1400 rpm) and direct drive (1.0); Low, 1.82 x con- 
verter ratio; Reverse, 1.64 x converter ratio. 

REAR AXLE RATIOS: Conventional 3.9, Overdrive 
4.1, Ultramatic 3.23. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 122 in. Tread 60 front 
and rear. Wheelbase tread ratio 2.03. Overall 
width 78 in. Overall length 215.5 in. Overall 
height 62.4 in. Turning diameter 43 ft. (41 ft. with 
power steering). Turns lock to lock 4% (3% with 
power steering). Test car weight 4030 Ibs. Test car 
weight bhp ratio 24.4 to 1. Weight distribution 55% 
front, 45% rear. Tire size 7.60 x 15. 


PRICES 


(Including retail price at main factory, federal 
tax, and delivery and handling charges, but not 
freight) 


CLIPPER SPECIAL, two-door sedan $2544. CLIPPER 
DELUXE, two-door sedan $2645, four-door sedan 
$2695, hardtop $2830. CLIPPER SUPER, two-door 
sedan $2765, four-door sedan $2815, Panama hard- 
top $3125. 


ACCESSORIES. Automatic transmission $199, over- 
drive $110, power steering $178, power brakes $43, 
radio $102, heater $80, power-operated windows 
and four-way front seat $198, air-conditioning $647, 
whitewalls (exchange) $33. 


DEPRECIATION 


These figures will be given in a future issue 
In the interest of accuracy, MT Research is re- 
evaluating the method of figuring depreciation. 


ESTIMATED COST PER MILE 


These figures will be given in a future issue. In the 
interest of accuracy, MT Research is re-evaluating 
the method of figuring estimated cost per mile. 


PARTS AND LABOR COST 


(These are prices for parts and labor required in 
various repairs and replacements. Your car may 
require all of them in a short time, or it may re- 
quire none. However, a comparison of prices for 
these sample operations in various makes is often 
of interest to prospective owners. First price is for 
parts, second for labor.) 

Distributor $19.03, $2.80; battery $19.95, $2.09; fuel 
pump $18.38, $4.80; valve grind $5.44, $34.20; one 
front fender $53.50, $14.00; bumper $37.45, $3.60; 
two tires $57.50. Total parts $211.25, labor $62.40 
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S arg 
is of OC hood at the back for daylight light- 
. | ing. Actually, we could see no advantage 
S108 ty the plastic hood, as we feel that the 
numbers on the dial were just as easy to 
firs read (in fact, better under certain condi- 
dec} tions) when you held your hand over the 


plastic to shut out the daylight. Reflec- 
tions from the plastic made a colorful 
display on the windshield when the sun 
or other headlights hit it at certain an- 
gles. We'd favor eliminating the plastic 
see-through feature but retaining the po- 
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sition—that’s a definite improvement that 
should appear on all cars. 


Other changes include elimination of | 


the amperage and oil pressure gauges; in 


their place are the red warning lights | 


which light up only when an undesirable 
condition exists; 
a favored setup by more and more manu- 
facturers. Our comment: 
are simpler to understand and are prob- 
ably adequate for most of today’s drivers. 
Personally, we like to know a little more 
than a light can tell us. Our suggestion: 
Why not use both? 

Interior appointments and upholstery 
are about average in appearance and work- 


these are coming to be | 


Warning lights | 
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| Grill 
Conversion Kit 


1949-50 FORD 


die 


Converts hood and 

grille without remov- 
ing present molding. 

Kit with standard model solid grille bar 

(Has center dress up molding) $24.95 
Kit with deluxe model solid grille bar 

(No center dress-up moldings) $27.95 


Full length BULL NOSE MOLDING 





i 





Chevrolet 1949-54 

Chevrolet 1940-41 
| Plymouth 1946-48 
| Ford ...... 1949-51 
| Dodge 194) 

se 1941 


ONE PIECE, FULL 
LENGTH, installs in 
place of original unit. 
Stainless steel, polished f 

to a chrome-like luster. Speci a 


















Beautifully 
chromed, 
replaces 
old rims. 


$495 


"CADDY" 
HEADLIGHT 


RIMS 


Fits Chev. ‘42- : 
53; Plymouth ae 

‘49-54; Buick, ‘49-52; Dodge, ‘49-54; Nash, 
‘49-52; Ka ‘47-52; Olds, ‘48-50; Pon- 
tiac, ‘49-52; Ford, ‘41-51; Merc, ‘41-51; 
Cod. ‘50-53. 


HIDE-AWAY oe 
— REAR AERIAL KIT 
3 section beautifully 


chromed hide-away 
gerial and long lead 
wire for custom rear 
mounting. 


ABA Sas Sols, $1925 


“39 


PUSH-BUTTON ee 
| Window (2 windows) 
| Lifts 


| 1935-54 Ford. 
1939-54 Merc. 






















Genuine Trico 
Lifts, complete 
with all parts 
and switches. 


mak $395 









Real luxury. 





——— 


ee 


All steel, prime 
coat. Ford ‘36-54; 
Merc ‘39-54; Chev 
‘36-54; Stude ‘35- 
52; Plym, Chrysler, 
DeSo o '35 54. 


FLARE SKIRTS ¢ 














1953 Chevrolet 


Full floating design. 
Clamps on in 45 sec. 
Massive appearance. 
Beautifully chromed. 


CUSTOM GRILLE BAR 


$4295 
GENUINE CONTINENTAL KIT 
$42 8 Ford ‘49-54 
‘ Chev ‘49-54 
Kit includes bumper ex- 
tensions, full splash pan, 
metal tire cover, chrome 
hub cap, all necessary 
parts. 
25% deposit on all orders. Prices FOB Los Angeles. 
Postage COD, Add 3% Sales Tax in Calif. 


Send 25¢ for Catalog of latest 
Cust a ; 


















3319 MT-6 So. Grand Ave. 
Los Angeles 7, Calif. 


















HOW TO STOP VALVE TROUBLES 


by DUANE CARTER 
International 
Racing Champion 





I race for a living . . . depend on a smooth- 
running engine for my bread and butter. 
That's why I use Miracle Power in the gas 
and oil of my racers—and private car, too. 
You see, heat in upper cylinder areas, even 
in passenger cars, often reaches 1400° F.— 
over twice the temperature at which oil burns 
off! So you can’t count on oil to lubricate 
valves and lifters. But Miracle Power is not 
affected by extreme temperatures. It keeps 
valves free and lubricates when heat breaks 
oil down. And Miracle Power prevents Dry 
Starting Damage —cause of most engine wear, 
because oil can’t reach all parts right after 
starting. But a light, tough film of Miracle 
Power is always there preventing dry metal 
to metal contact. 

An independent laboratory reports Miracle 
Power means more power, longer engine life 
and less oil consumption —just what I’ve found 
in my experience. Get this free report from 
The AP Parts Corporation, Dept. 612, 
Toledo, Ohio. And start using Miracle Power 
in your gas and oil today. It will pay off for 
you, as for me! 


* * * 
> Miracle Power, a blend of 
super lubricants, including 


colloidal synthetic graphite in 
suspension, treats the engine, 
not the oil. 85c size for use in 
gas and oil every 1000 miles 
and 39c size for top cylinder 
lubricant between treatments. 
(Slightly more in Canada.) 
Money back guarantee at car 
dealers, garages, gas stations. Approved by Ford, 
Kaiser and Willys for sale through their dealers, 
ee © AP Ports Corp.,, 1954 Sa 











NEW, IMPROVED LUBE-KAPS 
ar SET OF 20 
es No c.od. "s 


@ The Vinylite plastic protective cap for 
hydraulic lubrication fittings. 

@ Abrasive dirt and grit can be forced into 
precision bearings through grimy fittings. 

@ Now in bright yellow color to ‘spotlight’ 
all lube fittings. 

@ Unaffected by grease, oil or water. 


LUBE-KAPS Alamogordo, N.M. 
eupie > POWER PRODUCTS 


FOR ALL 
POPULAR AUTOMOBILES 


Or. nt lauser 


5054 aul AMBRA AVENUE 














Modified cylinder heads for all late overhead 


valve engines. CUSTOM MILLED, PORTED 
and BIG-VALVED FOR YOUR PARTICULAR 
ENGINE and use. 

“Prices on request’ 


SAN DIEGO SPEED MART 
407 16th St. San Diego 14, Calif. 
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manship as compared to other cars in the 
same price class. Our test car had optional 
plastic upholstery, now available on all 
Fords except the new and fancy Crestline 
sedan. The rear quarter window on our test 
car was fixed closed; in checking with Ford 
we found that they had swung over to the 
change on all sedans because results of 
consumer surveys indicated buyers have no 
preference one way or the other. Another 
car in the low-price field also has fixed 
rear quarter windows, so Ford isn’t alone 
in this feature. 


Accessibility of Engine Components 


Getting back to the engine for a mo- 
ment, the spark plugs are not easily ac- 
cessible for servicing. They are below the 
exhaust manifold and, on the right side, 
the heater duct has to be removed to get 
to them. Oil dipstick and filler neck and 
the battery are all easy to service. The 


| generator is mounted at the front of the 


engine, down low on the right side—it’s 
hard to get to. The oil filter, full-flow 
type this year, has to be serviced when 
the car is up on a lube rack, as it is 
mounted on the lower left side of the 
block. On our test car, a windshield wash- 
er (optional equipment) was installed. 
The water reservoir is a plastic bag, which 


| eliminates possibility of breakage (most 


reservoirs are glass) due to freezing; Ford 
is the first manufacturer using this type 
of container. 


The Car’s Durability 


A problem that cropped up on our test 
car—cam lobe wear—is apparently one 
being experienced by all high compression 
overhead valve engines. According to a re- 


| cent SAE paper, the reason seems to stem 





from two facts: increased valve spring 
pressures and higher lift cams. Ford engi- 
neers state that the cam lobe wear on a 
certain number of their early-production 


engines was caused by improper heat treat. 
ment of the valve lifter. This has been 
cerrected in subsequent production, and 
we understand that Ford stands ready to 
make a free-of-charge repair for any cus- 
tomer who has one of the early engines, 
Incidentally, an early-production engine 
does not necessarily mean an early-pro- 
duction car, for these engines were stock. 
piled long before chassis and bodies went 
into production. It is possible that a rel-: 
atively late production car might have an 
early engine. 

The Fordomatic transmission locked up 
on us; in checking with Carl Doman, Na- 
tional Service Manager for Ford, he stated 
that such cases are extremely rare. The 
condition on the test car was probably 
traceable to foreign matter lodging in the 
control valve, which is the brains of the 
transmission. Doman states unequivocal- 
ly that current Ford cars have not been 
unduly subject to this problem. 

General condition of the car at the 
end of our rugged testing program was 
satisfactory, but we feel that Ford (as 
well as many other manufacturers) could 
take more care in final assembly. Some 
elimination of body rattles, minor adjust: 
ments of operational equipment, etc., is 
expected on a brand-new car; but s0 
much of this shouldn’t be necessary, even 
in the low-price field. Greater care at final 
inspection would probably go a long way 
to create more satisfied customers. 


MT Prediction Comes Through 


Last year (May 53 MT), we predict- 
ed that Ford would offer certain power 
equipment in their passenger car line. That 


prediction has come true; the ’54 Fords 


are available with four power assists: 
power brakes, power steering, four-way 
power seat and power-lift windows, plus, 
of course, Fordomatic transmission of 
overdrive. 





GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 





ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.5 in. Stroke 3.1. Stroke 
bore ratio 0.885. Compression ratio 7.2 to 1. Dis- 
placement 239 cu. in. Advertised bhp 130 @ 4200 
rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.543. Piston travel @ max 
bhp 2170 ft. per min. ag torque 214 Ib.ft. @ 2000 
rpm. Max bmep 135 

DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is three- 
speed synchromesh, using helical gears. Ratios: Ist 
2.78, 2nd 1.61, 3rd 1. 0, reverse 3. 64. 

OVERDRIVE i s pl with d gears, mini- 
mum gut-in ponds 5 7 mph. Ratio 0.7 Basco 2.87). 

AUTOMATIC transmission is Fordomatic, torque con- 

verter with planetary gears. Ratios: Drive 1.48 and 
1.00 x torque converter, Low 2.44 x torque con- 
verter, reverse 2.0 x torque converter. 

REAR AXLE RATIOS: Conventional 3.90 standard, 
4.10 optional; Overdrive 4.10 standard, 3.90, 3.31 

optional; Fordomatic 3.54 standard, 3.31 optional. 
DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 1151/2 in. Tread 58 front, 
56 rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.03. Overall width 
73V2 in. Overall length 1981/3 in. Overall height 
6213 in. Turning diameter 41 ft. Turns lock to lock 
4/2. Test car weight 3540 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp 
ratio 27.2 to 1. Weight distribution 57.8% front, 
42.2% rear. Tire size 6.70 x 15 


PRICES 
(Including retail price at main factory, federal tax, 
and delivery and handling charges, but not freight) 





MAINLINE V8, four-door sedan $1778, two-door 
sedan $1728, business coupe $1625, two-door sta- 
tion wagon $2126. CUSTOMLINE V8, four-door 
sedan $1870, two-door sedan $1821, club coupe 
$1830, two-door station wagon $2199, four-door 
station wagon $2279. CRESTLINE V8, four-door 
sedan $1975, hardtop $2132, Skyliner $2241, con- 
vertible $2241, four-door station wagon $2416. For 
six-cylinder models, subtract $76.50. 
ACCESSORIES: A tic tr ission $184, over- 
drive $110, power steering $134, power brakes $41, 
radio $88-$99, heater $44-$71, power windows $102 
(Customline and Crestline only), power seat $64, 
whitewalls (exchange) $27. 


DEPRECIATION 


These figures will be given in a future issue. 
In the interest of accuracy, MT Research is re- 
evaluating the method of figuring depreciation. 


ESTIMATED COST PER MILE 


These figures will be given in a future issue. In the 
interest of accuracy, MT Research is re-evaluating 
the method of figuring estimated cost per mile. 


PARTS AND LABOR COST 


(These are prices for parts and labor required in 
various repairs and replacements. Your car may 
require all of them in a short time, or it: may re- 
quire none. However, a comparison of prices for 
these sample operations in various makes is often 
of interest to prospective owners. First price is for 
parts, second for labor.) 

Distributor $12.85, $1.40; battery $18.95, $.70; fuel 
pump $5.64, $1.75; valve grind $2.40, $38.15; one 
front fender $28.12, $12.25; bumper $30.53, $2.80; 
= oe $42.44. Total parts $140.93, total labor 
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You can get sO Mauy variations and 
ambinations in model selections that 
been most any buyer will find what he wants 
» and athe Ford line of cars. The Ford Six, a 
ady to popular series with many car owners, will 
ly Cus. ie reported in a forthcoming issue of MT. 
MAINES. Fiore the first time, you can get any Ford 
engine Bidy with the Six. 
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ly-pro- 
stock. Why Buy a Ford? 
5 went | In summation, we feel that the °54 


a tel lind car is one of the most roadable 


Ave aM Tuts we've driven; it takes a back seat to 
9 car in its stability on curves; its ride 
ced up is comfortable; it has more snap than 


n, Na Fcher makes in the same class; its instrp- 
stated gem. panel is more functional and more 
~The kgible this year. 
»bably | Ford should definitely be a good buy. 
in the It has fair looks, good performance (in 
of the ust about everything ), good trade-in, and 
vocals Fistures just as good or better than lots 
been of cars in higher price brackets. Even De- 
oit feels that Ford has the jump on its 
it the competitors with its new ohv V8. This 
1 Wa Fill undoubtedly be reflected in a higher 
1 (as resale value of Ford over competitors as 
could the engine will not become obsolete next 
Some year or in the years to come. 
djust- As my neighbor friend has often re- 
C., 1 Fnarked to me, “Why pay more and get 
It S099 more?” Sure, you can buy a better 
even Frerforming car, or a more esthetically 
final beautiful car, or a more luxurious car, but 
5 WAY Four point here is that the Ford certainly 


h ed. We aren’t saying that there aren’t bet- 
quality, performance, reasonable first cost 


and operating costs) it’s a hard car to 
beat. —Jim Potter 





= NEXT MONTH 


In our recent road test reports, we've prom- 
| OF Bl ised you additional information on depre- 
ciation and estimated cost per mile. We'll 
give you the complete story in 


-door “WHAT IT REALLY COSTS TO 





dost OPERATE YOUR CAR” 

‘doot Take a peak behind Detroit's designers 
— drawing boards in a feature, 

; “DETROIT STYLISTS TELL ALL!” 
‘$41, Do you remember the air-cooled Franklin 


$102 §] car of the late Twenties? To find out what 
$64, B| made it go, read 


“THE COOL FRANKLIN” 


ls your car ready for that long trip to the 
tion. §| lake country or other hideaway vacation 
spots? If you’re not sure, you'll get useful 
information in 


sue. 


| the 
ving || “PREPARING YOUR CAR FOR 
\ VACATION” 
a In addition: three complete road test re- 


re- §| Ports including one on America’s newest 
for small car—the Nash Metropolitan. 

ften 
for | In the July issue of Motor Trend 
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DON'T BE BLINDFOLDED 
by Battery Ballyhoo! 





LI FE Batteries are 


Guaranteed for the Life of Your Car 


Here’s why you will agree LIFE is your best 
battery buy. There are no tricks or gimmicks, 
such as pro-rated replacement costs or time 
limits hidden in the unusual LIFE guarantee. 
LIFE BATTERIES are guaranteed for the 
life of your car. A LIFE Battery ends replace- 
ment costs for as long as you keep your car. 


If ever found defective, your LIFE Battery 
will be replaced free of any cost. 


LIFE BATTERIES have been tested under 

the most rigorous conditions by a leading 

independent research laboratory before this 

revolutionary guarantee was offered to you. 
Before you buy any battery, check with your 
LIFE representative, or write direct for com- 
ilete information. 





IMPORTANT 
DISTRIBUTOR FRANCHISES 
Valuable LIFE Distributor Franchises 
are available in some key territories. 
Write, wire or phone Franchise Division. 
























NO OTHER BATTERY CAN MAKE 
ALL THESE STATEMENTS 


© Guaranteed for the life of your car 

* Unfailing performance under extreme 
conditions 

© First battery to be awarded “Car Life” 
Seal of Merit 

© World’s finest battery 








* Nop ted repli t charges 
* Ph Ir tive power under 
heavy load 


* No time limit to guarantee 
¢ Ends battery replacement costs 









LIFE BATTERY CORPORATION 


12909 VENICE BOULEVARD, VENICE 47, CALIFORNIA 
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¢ BETTER MILEAGE 
*SMOOTHER PICKUP 
* REDUCED FOULING 
e LONGER SERVICE 
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WORLD FAMOUS 
FOR 50 YEARS! 
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Now Available to U.S. Motorists 


2 New Extra Duty Types 


High internal temperatures in modern high compression engines plus the 
corrosive effects of leaded fuels call for better spark plugs. Missing on accel- 
eration or uneven firing causes power loss, increased wear, and poor gas 
mileage. 

LODGE Spark Plugs are especially designed for high compression engines 
and premium fuels. They will withstand extreme heat and pressure and will 
last up to 227% longer than ordinary plugs. With Lodge you'll get the best 
economy and performance your car can deliver. 


Why LODGE Plugs are better 
The secret of LODGE superiority is SINTOX, the, amazing insulator material 
— an exclusive LODGE patent. SINTOX has double the physical and dielec- 
tric strength of ordinary porcelain type insulators, therefore is highly resistant 
to shorts "and fractures. SINTOX has 20 times the thermal conductivity of 
porcelain insuring that LODGE plugs always maintain proper operating 
temperature . . . neither cold enough to foul, nor hot enough to detonate. 
To eliminate surface flaws, each SINTOX insulator is drawn in a large billet 
from which the final shape is carefully ground. Using an electronic heating 
process, the insulator is swaged into a precision machined alloy steel body 
and pressure sealed. After assembly each plug must pass rigid tests and 
inspections to insure dependable service. 


ROLLS-ROYCE original equipment 

Concentration on top quality has resulted in a spark plug so outstanding it 
has been original equipment on Rolls-Royce, Daimler and Rover cars for 
over 25 years. 

The pi ainsti iking methods LODGE employs are not easily adapted to mass 
production. The: se plugs have not been made available in the United States 
until the large quantities required could be produced without sacrificing tradi- 
tional LODGE quality. 


Ready for your car now 
To celebrate its 50th anniversary, LODGE, the oldest plug manufacturer in 
the world, now offers the complete line of types and heat ranges for all 
American as well as European engines. Eliminate plug trouble; get perfect 
ignition. Get LODGE plugs today. Take this coupon to your de: aler or order 
direct by mail. Plugs will be shippe -d postpaid for $1.25 ea. 







LAN TOM i. 
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In addition to the Sintox insulator and other 
regular LODGE features, this plug includes 
gold-soldered internal connections, a dia- 
mond ground gas-tight seal, and electrodes 
of solid platinum. 

LODGE platinum plugs will operate per- 
fectly over a heat range twice that of regular 
plugs. The platinum points are highly 
resistant to spark erosion, and will hold gap 
adjustment 3 to 4 times the normal period. 
They are impervious to the corrosive effects 
of fuels, and since the points are very thin, 
they do not tend to shield the spark from 
the charge. 

Custom made for absolute maximum per- 
formance, this is the finest spark plug in 
the world. 

Special racing plugs such as those currently 
used on Ferrari, Alfa Romeo, Maserati, and 
Lancia cars, are also available. 

Take’ the coupon to your dealer, or order 
LODGE platinum point plugs by mail 
today; plugs will be shipped postpaid for 
$3.75 ea. 


Spark Plug Co., Inc. 


Dept. MT-6 1320 Venice Bivd. 
Los Angeles 6, California 


Dealers and Jobbers: 


Here is a rare opportunity to use a top 
quality line to build good will and 

tepeat business. Don’t delay; write on 

your letterhead today — we'll send complete 
details of our Dealer Profit Plan. 
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Lodge “SINTOX” 
Insulation 





Resistor 
















Spring Contact 


Glass seal 


Copper Core 


Glass seal 


Platinum centre 
Electrode 


Platinum tipped 
earth Electrode 





Sectional view of Lodge Platinum Electrode Plug. 
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LODGE SPARK PLUG CO., INC. 


GENTLEMEN: Please Ship 


Cash 
Enclosed 
Ship 
Postpaid 


25% 
Deposit 
Enclosed 
Ship COD 
Plus 
Charges 








Lodge used in all World's Records set by 
Sir Malcolm Campbell's “Bivebird,”’ Capt. 
George Eyston's “Thunderbolt,” and Col. 
“Goldie” Gardner's MG Spl. (above). 


Lodge used in winning the World's Road 
Racing Championship 4 years in succession. 
J. M. Fangio in his Type 159 Alfa Romeo. 






Since 1950, Lodge has been used in winning 
every World's Motorcycle Championship in 
both Junior and Senior Divisions. 











Lodge makes a complete line of aircraft 
plugs and is exclusive supplier of igniters 
for Rolls-Royce and DeHavilland jet engines. 


1320 Venice Bivd. Los Angeles 6, California 
Lodge Golden Anniversary Plugs @ 1.25 
Lodge Platinum Electrode Plugs @ 3.75 
Model, __No. Cyl. 
































CLASSIC COMMENTS 





Classics Dont Just Happen 


N THE AVALANCHE of mail that 

daily engulfs MOTOR TREND’S edito- 
rial offices, we can always count on several 
letters demanding to know which cars are 
and which cars are not classics. Very few 
people write in and ask about the Rolls, 
Packard, and Duesenberg. Car addicts 
generally buy them because they are clas- 
sics and the owners know they are classics. 
But many people have heard of the classic 
car movement and happen to own old ve- 
hicles. Hopefully they inquire as to the 
classicism of a particular model. Many 
letters ask if a 1926 Buick is a classic, or 
if a Durant is a classic, or (believe it or 
not) if a 1931 Chevrolet is a classic. I 
strongly suspect that some writers of this 
class of letters are seeking an opinion 
which will increase the value of their auto- 
mobiles and which will grease the slides 
for an immediate sale. 

It is not my intention to go into an- 
other discussion of which cars are classic 
and which are not classic. Though the 
dividing line may be narrow, the field is 
fairly well settled. I would like to answer 
here some 50 or 60 letters which have 
asked why the classic car ever came into 
existence. 

It is common knowledge that whether 
economic conditions are lush or tight, 
many of us like our personal belongings 
to be different from the neighbors’. Indi- 
viduality in mass-produced items always 
results in increased cost, so the desire to 
own something different usually can be 
accomplished only by paying more money. 
It is firmly established that the majority 
of classics are high-priced automobiles of 
yesteryear. They are not, and never were, 
ordinary automobiles. 

Travel back to the early Twenties and 
recall the open cars produced in Europe. 


“A classic that the world has lost . . . 


The Shaw Twelve. Surprisingly enough. this 
$5500. 12-cylinder job was the forerunner of 
the Yellow Cab and the Hertz Driv-Ur-Self Sys- 
tem. Built in Chicago in very limited numbers 
during 1921, it was later called the Ambassador 
to distinguish it from Yellow Cabs made by the 
same firm, the Walden W. Shaw Livery Co. 
Bodies were custom made of aluminum, and the 
engine was furnished by Weidly. The Ambassa- 
dor was produced for several years. but later 
models were powered by four- and six-cylinder 
Continental engines. Quality parts were used. 
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By Robert J. Gottlieb 


They featured a long hood, the V wind- 
shield, sweeping fenders, dual cowls, a 
gradually sloping rear treatment, and 
spare tires and wheels mounted in fender 
wells. The general appearance was that of 
a low-slung automobile with the highest 
body point at the large radiator cap; the 
lines then dropped progressively to the 
lowest point, which was the rear trunk. 
This was the European school of design, 
the original continental look. It was as 
different from the boxy, mass-produced 
contemporary U.S. transportation car as 
day is from night. 

Travel now to the early Thirties; in the 
inner circles of wealthy Americans you'll 
see the now-established classic cars. Orders 
given to custom body builders for distinc- 
tive automobiles were translated into metal 
along the lines of the earlier European 
cars. The classic cars built in America 
featured the continental look, much the 
same as the specials being built today. 
This was true of the most expensive crea- 
tions of the custom body builders as well 
as the more familiar standard cars built 
by prestige manufacturers. But by no 
stretch of the imagination could the con- 
tinental look be compared with the design 
of lower-priced U.S. cars in the early 
Thirties. The classics were out-of-the- 
ordinary specials, head and_ shoulders 
above the common production car. Be- 
cause they were different and better built, 
they cost more. Consideri.g the purchasing 
power of the dollar, they cost much more. 

Now visit the middle Thirties, when 
sales were increasing from the depression’s 
low point. Hoods became shorter and flat- 
ter, skirts were added to fenders, bodies 
were extended and became enveloped. The 
streamlining era came into existence, and 
with it the important element of distinc- 





u“ 


tion disappeared. Bu. for a few exceptions, 
the classic car disappeared from produc- 
tion. The impression of wealth disap. 
peared with the elimination of the long 
hood. (We're not arguing for its return; 
but just sit in an old Packard, or a Lin- 
coln Continental, and see if your wallet 
doesn’t feel thicker. ) 

Some manufacturers attempted to re- 
gain the prestige and sales of the true 
classics. Models with semi-streamlined, 
semi-classic lines were built. But the de- 
signers went overboard, and one car in 
particular was so long and so massive that 
it was and remains a humorous tribute to 
an outstanding design. Cars in this cate- 
gory fooled very few people. The same 
Situation exists again today; dolled-up 
production models don’t really pass as 
sports cars. The true fields are clouded by 
imitations, but anyone giving the subject 
some thought can make distinctions. The 
one who doesn’t think is the writer who 
asks if his Buick, Rickenbacker, or Pon- 
tiac is a classic. One reader sums up the 
situation by writing that the true classic, 
properly designed, looked faster, looked 
better, and looked more powerful than 
the nonclassics. 

Many owners apparently place great 
stress on speed records as a foundation for 
classicism. They feel that an automobile 
which established a speed record in any 
given year must be an automobile which 
is better than other cars of the same era. 
But a glance at speed records established 
in the United States from 1900 to the 
present time discloses that there were al- 
ways cars which were faster than the record 
holders. The same is trie of the modern 
record holders. In 1934 the Chrysler Air- 
flow established a record at Bonneville, 
yet everyone knows that the Mercedes and 
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NEW ! ser-ryee 
Exhaust & Bumper 
Guard Combined! 


@ Not an attachment. Completely re- 
places old style bumper guards... 
Easily installed. Adds that distinctive 
look to your single or dual exhaust. 
Heavy steel construction. Beautifully 
chromed. New large outlets aid in 
fast installation... 

Fits 49-54 Ford and 49-52 Chev. State 
make and year of car. NEW LOWER 
PRICE. 


® Extension pipes included! 
$ 95 complete pair 
postpaid, immed. delivery 
BRIGGS | Ceasar 


Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Dealer inquiries invited 











AMAZING PERFORMANCE 


VERTEX 
MAGNETOS 


15% more power 
Faster Acceleration 


Proved High-Speed 
Performance 
Send 25¢ for complete, 20 page, 
illustrated Vertex Handbook, in- 
cludes performance curves. 
RONCO CORP. 


1021 Packard Bldg. 
Philadelphia 2, Pa 
& 








HUB CAP LOCK 


PROTECT THOSE 
EXPENSIVE HUB 
CAPS AND WIRE 
WHEEL DISCS 
FROM THEFT... 


Also Prevents 
Pranksters From 
Deflating Tires 

Simple to install; 
simply remove valve 
tap and screw on 
with key 





. 


Retail Price $2.49 per set 
of four with two keys. 


Send check or money. order 
or order C.0.D. 


KEY KAP COMPANY 
36 Van Cleve $t., Dayton 2, Ohie 
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the Duesenberg could run circles around 
it. The Studebaker President is listed as a 
record holder in 1928; many stock cars of 
that era could outrun the Studebaker. Speed 
records are interesting, but mechanical ad- 
vancement and flat-out speed bear little re- 
lationship to each other from a classic 
standpoint. 

I previously mentioned human nature 
in relation to the classic car hobby. No- 
where are its weaknesses more apparent 
than when considering the age or original 
sales price of a classic car. A small minor- 
ity of owners exaggerate the price of a 
particular car or state its age as different 
from that which it actually is. 

As classic car enthusiasts we are con- 
cerned with products built many years 
ago. Often records are unavailable either 
because they never existed in those more 
leisurely times, or because they were de- 
stroyed. In many cases, dissemination of 
accurate information an be accomplished 
solely by word of mouth. Even where 
records exist, they may be available to 
only a chosen few. 

Most misinformation concerning clas- 
sics concerns the original sales prices. This 
is undoubtedly due to the false feeling of 
pride which exists in the owner who pro- 
claims that his vehicle sold for $13,000 
instead of the correct $2000 figure. Boost- 
ing the original sales price is a false way 
of impressing the listener with the original 
as well as the present value. The unin- 
formed listener may be impressed but 
those in the know can only wonder. Com- 
pare any nonclassic with a classic of the 
same year: As an example, a Plymouth 
coupe sold for $565 during the classic era. 
One recognized classic sold for $2245, al- 
most four times as much. By applying this 
ratio to modern prices, the classic (it 
built today ) would sell for approximately 
$8000. Now assume that the owner of the 
recognized classic which scld for $2245 
quotes the selling price as $13,000. Us- 
ing the same ratio, the car built today 
would cost $46,000. While the price ratio 
of classics to lesser breeds was never stand- 
ard (due to the practice of selling certain 


cars for any price which the trafic would 
bear) the analogy shows the absurdity of 
the situation. 

Some owners or subtract a 
years from the age of their cars. Why this 
is done, I will never know. If a car was 
built in °32, why persist in calling it a ’29 
or a 35? What benefit results? A 1932 
model, represents the year of ’32 and is an 
orphan if it is mislabeled. 

This practice, too, leads to absurdities. 
A recent group picture of classics showed 
two identical models, one labeled a °32 

and the other a °35. Any viewer would be 

confused until he spotted the two owners, 

each leaning on a fender, glaring at the 

other. 

Mistakes are bound to occur. But for 

the benefit of the hobby let’s use our heads 

| about avoiding and rectifying those mis- 
| takes, especially the intentional ones. 

—Robert J. Gottlieb 
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Look for the Channellock line when you're 


Channellock pliers 


offer features that you can’t get with other 


shopping for hand tools. 


makes. And when you buy a Channellock 
plier, ask to see the full line — you'll find a 


style and model to do any job better. 


Cpe 


@ MEADVILLE, PA. 


CHAMPION DeARMENT TOOL CO. 
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NEW! DIFFERENT! NEW! 





¥ 


Custom-b5ilt 
LICENSE PLATE FRAMES 
Designed to beautify your car! 





Dress up your license plates with these 
lustrous, one-piece Custom-Bilt frames. 
Tailormade to fit plates of every state 
in the nation. 


Formerly sold on special order only 
for $40 a set. Now offered for only $5 
each or $10 a set. 


Available in chrome finish or gold tone. 
Primed frames for painting to match 
continental kits. 

Frames may be personalized by add- 
ing two or three initials for $1 extra. 


When ordering specify color or finish 
and initials, if any, desired. 25% de- 
posit required on all C.O.D.’s. Write 
today to: 


ARTISTIC NOVELTY SUPPLY CO. 


MT-6, 9920 Robbins Drive 
Beverly Hills 6, California 
Pat. pending 














CUSTOM MADE FOR YOUR 
COPIES OF MOTOR TREND 


handsome, deep brown leatherette 
binders, with “Motor Trend” 
embossed in gold—designed to 
hold a full year’s MT’s! Add 

your copies each month and at the 
end of the year you'll have a 
valuable reference library. 


Just send $2.25 to Motor Trend Binders, 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, 
Calif., and your binder will be 

shipped postpaid immediately. 





Perfect Dice, 
Magic Dice, Mag- 


ker Chips, Gam- 
ing Layouts, Dice 
Boxes, Counter 
Games, Punch- 
boards. WRITE 
FOR CATALOG TODAY. 


K. C. CARD CO. 847 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 








Drive a MorRGAN- 


STUDEBAKER =e 
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'BOAST new rugged power, rages 
economy, flashing get-away. Ge 
parts list, pics. hop-up info, tune-up tips all for 
0c with Double-Your-Money Certificate worth $! 
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Oldsmobile Super 88 Road Test 


(Continued from page 37) 


have used a couple of notches more back- 
ward movement to the front seat; but even 
after driving the car for hours at a time, 
we found the driving position (the rela- 
tionship between the steering wheel and 
the seating position) completely restful. 

Passenger comfort is further aided by 
a minimum of body movement over nor- 
mal road surfaces. Following the Oldsmo- 
bile through tight turns in another car, 
we could see what appeared to be greater- 
than-normal heel-over, yet the 88's occu- 
pants reported no discomfort, a credit to 
the new Oldsmobile’s redesigned frame, 
lower center of gravity—and the blessing 
of non-slip upholstery. 

A roomy trunk completes the 88's qual- 
ifications as a family car. The rear deck 
sill is comparatively low, meaning good 
accessibility when loading or unloading 
baggage. Trunk finish is about average. 

Engine accessibility is surprisingly good 
compared to many ohv V8 installations. 
Accessories are where they can be checked 
easily, and engine components are gener- 
ally available for inspection. The massive 
air cleaner doesn’t present much of an 
obstacle to normal servicing, even though 
it appears to cover the entire engine. 

As attractive as our Super 88 test car 
appeared, close inspection disclosed hur- 
ried assembly; file marks were noticeable 
at several points where the body panels 
were joined, and some of the body surfaces 
were not as smooth or close-fitting as they 
could have been. A good paint job (and the 
good interior finish) convinced us that 
body work on later production models will 
undoubtedly be up to the high standard 
set by past Oldsmobiles. 

The '54 Super 88 had one of the 
smoothest-shifting Hydra-Matics we've 
tested in the past year; its operation was 
perfect throughout the test. Early in the 
road test, the 88’s brake light switch 
became erratic, not always turning off the 
stop lights; this is a minor fault, easily 
corrected by a dealer at the first new-car 
checkup. Other than this item, and the 
erratic Hydra-Matic indicator, everything 
was in showroom condition after the test. 

The things that make the Oldsmobile 
88 one of the top sellers in its class will 
probably be the ones that could mean 
a new 88 in your family, for the 88 isn’t 
the type of car that appeals only to a 
select group with certain qualifications in 
mind. The 88 has as a major attraction out- 
standing acceleration—the kind that makes 
it hard to drive the car slowly and easily. 
Other things usually come second to the 
owner of an 88. 

It’s a reasonably comfortable car, one 
that can be economical if driven with re- 
straint, a car that’s extremely easy to drive 
with its full line-up of accessories, and in 
less-decorated (but still attractive) mod- 
els, it’s a car that’s fair-traded at a price 


that is within the reach of many people 

Although Oldsmobile stresses economy 
of operation in the ’54 line, the 88 retains 
the reputation it gained when it was the 
first to introduce a new-type, ohv V8 
powerplant—that of a car with plenty of 
eager power. That hasn’t changed and 
probably won’t, but in the meantime,-the 
88. has gained a certain amount of con- 
servative virtues that take it out of the 
“family hot rod” class and put it in 
MT’s books as a top-notch family sedan 
with few drawbacks and a host of qualities 
that can’t be denied. 

—Jim Lodge 





GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 





ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3% in. Stroke 37/16 
Stroke’bore ratio 0887. Compression ratio 8.25 
to 1. Displacement 324.31 cu. in. Advertised bhp 
170 @ 4000 rpm. Bho per cu. in. 0.524. Piston 
travel @ max bhp 2290 ft. per min. Max torque 
300 @ 2000 rpm. Max bmep 139.4 psi. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is three 
speed synchromesh using helical gears. Ratios: Is 
2.39, second 1.52, 3rd 1.0, reverse 2 53. 


AUTOMATIC transmission is Dual-Range Hydra- 
Matic, fluid coupling with gears. Ratios: Ist 3.81, 
2nd 2.63, 3rd 1.45, 4th 1.0, reverse 4.30. 


REAR AXLE RATIOS, Conventional 3.42 standard, 
3.64 optional; Hydra-Matic 3.23 standard. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 122 in. Tread 59 front, 
58 rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.09. Overall width 
78.26 in. Overall length 205.26 in. Overall height 
60.5 in. Turning diameter 42.5 ft. Turns lock to lock 
4%, Test car weight 4220 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp 
ratio 24.8 to 1. Weight distribution 55% front, 
45% rear. Tire size 7.60 x 15. 


PRICES 


(Including retail price at main factory, and delivery 
and handling charges, but not freight) 


DELUXE 88: four-door sedan $2337, two-door sedan 
$2272, Holiday hardtop $2449. 


SUPER 88: four-door sedan $2477, two-door sedan 
$2410, Holiday hardtop $2688, convertible $2868. 


ACCESSORIES: Hydra-Matic $178. Power steering 
$134. Power brakes $40. Radio $101. Heater $80. 
Air conditioning $594. White sidewall tires (ex- 
change) $33. Electric window lifts $50, front doors 
only. Power seat $70. Autronic eye 


DEPRECIATION 


These figures will be given in a future issue. In 
the interest of accuracy, MT Research is re-evaluat- 
ing the method of figuring depreciation. 


ESTIMATED COST PER MILE 


These figures will be given in a future issue. In 
the interest of accuracy, MT Research is re-evaluat- 
ing the method of figuring estimated cost per mile. 


PARTS AND LABOR COST 


(These are prices for parts and labor required in 
various repairs and replacements. Your car may 
require all of them in a short time, or it may re 
vire none. However, a comparison of prices for 
these sample operations in various makes is often 
of interest to ag omar owners. First price is for 
parts, second for labor.) 

Distributor $24.89, $2.00; battery $26.95; fuel pump 
$17.00, $2.40; valve grind $5.45, $38.00; one front 
fender $36.00, $10.80; “OY $58.25, $4.50; two 
tires $60.34. Total parts $228.88, labor $58.50. 
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MAGNA-POWER 


CRANKCASE OIL DRAIN PLUG 


UT A MAGNA-POWER Oil Drain Plug into a small glass. Pour enough fresh 

vinegar, citrus fruit juice or other acid liquid into the glass to submerge the 
aluminum-magnesium alloy rod, made to extend % of an inch up into the oil chamber 
from the screwed in drain plug base. Then watch the foaming, effervescent effect of 
this alloy rod as it neutralizes the acid in the liquid. That’s how the amazing MAGNA- 
POWER Oil Drain Plug combats destructive corrosive acids as they form in your 
crankease. You then see how your very small investment in this simple but marvelously 
elective accessory may add many thousands of miles to the pep, performance and 
endurance of your car. That means hundreds of dollars in value added to your invest- 
ment in a fine modern car—which is probably your second heaviest investment next 
to your home! 


STOP ACID CORROSION and 
GET NEW CAR POWER and 
PEP for 300,000 miles or more! 


THIS IS ALL YOU DO! As you must know by now, the problem of friction-wear in 
modern cars has been almost completely licked. Incredible prog- 
ress has been made in engine design. Every make of car today is 
literally an engineering masterpiece. Likewise great research and 
processing advances made by the oil industry and gasoline crack- 
ing plants have almost made friction-wear a thing of the past. 

But one problem for the automotive engineers and for the cai 
owner has remained to be solved—up to NOW. That’s how to 
stop ACID CORROSION from eating away the power, pickup 
ze and endurance of these marvelous modern engines. Some of 
When vour oil is changed, | today’s new oils try to reduce this hazard—with alkaline addi- 
your mechanic replaces tives, But when these additives have spent their alkaline effect— 
gal pon =? after a few hundred miles—they tend to degenerate into mere 
lier for complete and foreign matter in the lubricants and become rust, sludge and 
permanent protection. other waste material. They then do more harm than at first they 
did good. Contrast this effect with an alloy drain plug that attracts acid corrosive action 
to itself first—and neutralizes its metal eating power in the process. It's somewhat like 
a lightning rod that takes a dangerous bolt from the sky and safely grounds it! 


ACID — NOT FRICTION —IS YOUR 
CAR ENGINE’S WORST ENEMY 


The protection given by proper lubrication is easy to understand. It provides a slippery 
film of tough protection between metals in extremely close frictional contact. But the 
destructive eating action of acids is mysterious and much harder to understand. Acids 
creep into the microscopic pores of metals. They can burn the strongest of metals into 
sponge-like instability. Therefore this progressive acid action needs to be stopped before 
it starts, if possible. After many tests with many cars, trucks and buses over hundreds of 
thousands of miles for the last several years, MAGNA-POWER plugs have proved that 
you can trust them to guard against acid corrosion in the vitals of your valuable car. 


YOUR CAR IS A HEAVY INVESTMENT—A “PINCH OF 


CHANGE” HERE AND NOW CAN ADD IMMENSELY TO 
ITS POWER, PEP, ENDURANCE—SEND ONLY $2.98! 


Order MAGNA-POWER Drain Plug NOW —to have ready to install next time you 
change oil. There’s a size for every make and year-model of car. It simply, quickly screws 
in like your original plug. From then on you save on gas, oil, spark plug life and 
engine vitality and endurance. 


FILL OUT COUPON AT RIGHT — AND MAIL NOW 
USE MAGNA-POWER at OUR RISK. If at any time—even years from now—you feel 
your personal experiment proved it unsatisfactory—send it back for immediate refund. 


Johns Manufacturing Co., Dept. M-10, Dunellen, N. J. 
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SLE with our OUN EVES 


the Amazing Acid- Neutralizing Action 











Graduate of M.1.T. and Member 
of SAE Creates Alloy to Neutra- 
lize Acid Corrosion 


Winthrop A. Johns, 
head of Johns Mfg. Co., 
is a graduate of Mas- 


ce 








sachusetts Institute of 
Technology. His studies 
there began the research 
which finally triumphed in his MAGNA- 
POWER magnesium-aluminum alloy to neu- 
tralize destructive acid in your crankease. He 
is also a member of the Society of Automotive 


Engineers. 








Satisfaction Guaranteed .. . 


or Money Refunded 


Pe See eS eee 


JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. M-10, Dunellen, N. J. | 


My car is a : (mike) year. 


Please send me a MAGNA-POWER acid neutralizer. 
| enclose $2.98. | understand that it is sold with an 
unconditional guarantee of satisfaction or my money 
back! 


Nome 


Street... 


City... isdcigpegeitin 4 capa State 


© 1954—John Shrager Inc. Adv. 
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cM Accessory 
Most P referred 











SPARE WHEEL KIT 
Now available for all cars! 
Literature upon request. 


Dealer and Distributor inquiries invited. 


CHADCO, INC. 
& 


Custom Automotive Accessories 


3037 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
LOS ANGELES 39, CALIFORNIA 


Fate a OT ee 
+ SS a ee ee 





PERFORMANCE 
FOR ALL CARS 


Champions choice for 4 
use on the highways © 
or race track. Avail- 


ote RINGS FREE with 
CUSTOM racing pistons with 
fitted pins for Ford & Merc 
only $49 per balanced set in 
Popular 3-5/16 bore x 4-1/8 
stroke (3/16 LC). All other 
sizes available. 


At your Gegler GF Srder direct from the factory 
Send 10c for illustrated Piston Power Guide and complete Speed 
& Power catalog Gives Speed and Power facts you should know 


Dealerships available 


—S2ced 


9714 Garvey Bivd., Ei Monte 14, Calif. 





TOPS, TONNEAU 
and TIRE COVERS 


We ey e x ae tops, tonneau and tire 
covers for and TF. Available in 
plaids or oe colors in matching sets or 
singly. All accessories sold with complete, 
easy, home-installation instructions. 
Center arm rests in — colors also 
available for MG TC, TD a 
Prices and material cunt oe request. 
ROBBINS AUTO TOP COMPANY 
(Custom Trim for all cars) 


1453 Lincoln Bivd., Santa Monica, Calif. 
A few dealerships available 














QUESTION—How can I get better perform- 
ance from my Volkswagen? Can the 1.5-liter 
| Porsche engine be installed in the VW? 
| What would be the resulting performance 
and the cost of installation? 
ANSWER—Available VW speed equipment 
will increase horsepower by 15 to 25 per 
cent (see “Motoring Trends,” page 72 for 
an equipment outlet). The 1500 cc Porsche 
engine will give you startling low-speed per- 
| formance (actually better than the Porsche), 
but utilizing the newly gained top speed 
without proper suspension modification would 
be foolhardy. The Porsche-VW installation is 
a neat and simple job, but would probably 
| cost about $2000, considering the cost of the 
more powerful Porsche powerplant. 


| QUESTION—In the Nov. '52 issue of Mo- 


| TOR TREND you tested the Oldsmobile Super 


88. The weight was listed at 4100 pounds. 
In the October issue of another magazine 
the Olds 88 was tested. Its weight was listed 


| dry at 3758 pounds, allowing 200 pounds 


| pounds. 


for fuel, oil, and water brought it up to 3958 
There is still approximately 140 
pounds difference. I thought the 98 would 
outweight the 88. Tony Steinberg, Nebo, II- 
linois. 

ANSWER—Many magazines running reports 
on motor trials list car weight as released by 
the manufacturer. This is the dry weight 
and does not include any of the many extras 
found on today’s cars, which are loaded. Our 
Super 88 included every accessory listed plus 
a full tank of gas when weighed. This ac- 
counts for the high weight listed in our 
report. 


QUESTION—I would like to know the re- 
sults of installing 8.5 to 1 Offenhauser cylin- 
der heads and a dual exhaust system on my 
overdrive-equipped "53 Mercury. Would this 
installation shorten the normal life-span of 
the engine? Ray Purdue, Rocky Mount, Va. 
ANSWER—High-compression cylinder heads 
and a dual exhaust system should yield an 





increase of approximately 15 horsepower. If 






Technical 
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Corvice 


By Fred Bodley 






Please send a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want to 
receive a personal answer. There is no charge for this service. 
Only selected questions are printed for the interest of readers. 


you drive with normal, reasonable care, the 
life of your engine should not be affected to 
any great degree. Of course, the additional 
power is always a temptation. It’s hard not to 
take advantage of it when you have it. 


QUESTION—When I went into a shop re- 
cently to have high-lift rocker arms installed 
in my '53 Chevrolet (with Powerglide), I 
was told that they no longer did this type of 
work. The reason they gave was that they 
had received too many complaints of the 
rocker arms causing the pushrods to bend 
and scrape the block. Is this true of all high- 
lift rocker arm installations? Robert Elliot, 
Evergreen Park, III. 

ANSWER—When high-lift rocker arms are 
installed, the holes in the cylinder head have 
to be enlarged to allow the pushrods to as- 
sume their new angle (brought on by the 
shorter radius of the high-lift arms). If 
proper installation procedures are followed, 
you should have no trouble with the new 
setup. 


QUESTION-—I plan to buy a new Chevrolet, 
and I'd like to have it equipped with front 
seat safety belts. My dealer tells me the man- 
ufacturer does not install this equipment. 
How can I have them installed in my new 
car? Tony Valika, Binghamton, N.Y. 
ANSWER—It is possible to obtain the ma- 
terials through our advertisers and install the 
belts yourself—but be sure the webbing is 
fastened securely through the floor to the car 
frame. As a retail outlet in your area for a 
ready-made installation, I suggest the Ted 
Kessler Speed Shop, 317 N. Ogden St., 
Buffalo, N.Y 


QUESTION—I recently purchased a set of 
thin steel head gaskets for use on my ’52 
Ford. Can I use these gaskets and still have 
proper valve clearance?’ What will my com- 
pression ratio be? I would also like to know 
if Trend publishes a book on hopping up 
engines. 
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ANSWER—Thin head gaskets can be used 
jn the ’52 Ford V8; however, it’s always 
2good idea to turn over the engine by hand 
ith the heads in place (but not bolted 
Bon) to see that the valves do not hit. 
This also applies to a case where the heads 
have been planed. Your compression ratio 
whould be raised approximately one point, or 
roughly, 8 to 1. Trend Book 106, Hot Rod 
Your Car, is available at newsstands, or write: 
Circulation Dept., Trend Books, Inc., 5959 
Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. Price 
is 75 cents, plus 10 cents postage. 


QUESTION—I intend to store my car for a 
period of three years or more. Can you tell 
me what should be done about the engine, 
exterior, interior, battery, etc., so that they 
will suffer no more than need be? 
ANSWER—The first 
storing your car is to house it in a dry, warm 
building. When the engine is hot, drain the 
oil, refill with fresh oil, and run the engine 
for at least 20 minutes to circulate the clean 
oil thoroughly. Drain the radiator, and be 
sure to open the petcocks to drain the block 
and water pump; run the engine a minute or 
two to force out any remaining water. Remove 
the spark plugs and pour one-third of a cup 
of oil in each cylinder; turn the engine over 
with the starter 10 or 15 times to coat the 
cylinders with the oil, then reinstall the 
spark plugs. Drain the gas tank, fuel pump. 
and carburetor, and blow out the fuel lines. 
Remove the battery, and place it in a bat- 
tery shop for storage, where it will be kept 
charged. (If the battery is to be stored for 
over a year, I suggest selling it, and buying 
a new one on your return.) Coat all of the 
chrome wtth oil. Close the car windows and 
leave plenty of mothballs or crystals in the 
interior. Cover the car, then jack it up and 
place it on blocks. Cover the tires with 
cloth or heavy paper to keep them out of 
direct sunlight. 


consideration when 


QUESTION—I own a '54 Studebaker Cham- 
pion equipped with overdrive and a 4.56 to 
1 rear axle ratio. Would I gain better gas 
mileage and have a higher top speed if I 
installed a standard transmission with the 
higher-geared 3.54 rear axle? George Dyck, 
Vermilion, Alta., Canada. 


ANSWER—When in overdrive, your rear 
axle gearing is reduced to 3.19 to 1, which 
is higher than the 3.54 ratio of a standard 
transmission. Your 4.56 rear axle, coupled 
to the .7 gear ratio of the overdrive trans- 
mission, gives you better top speed and econ- 
omy in overdrive than you could get in high 
gear with the standard ratio. I suggest you 


leave it as is unless you do most of your | 


driving tn first. second, and conventional high. 


QUESTION—I built a sports car using '36 
Ford running gear. I am going to shorten 
the wheelbase, but how do I shorten the 
driveshaft? John S. MacPherson, Bingham- 
ton, N.Y. 

ANSWER—After the desired length has 
been cut from the torque tube, have the tube 
aligned between lathe centers and arc welded. 
Cut the driveshaft to the correct length and 
have it resplined by a competent machinist. 


June 1954 





ASfgckea 


Zug” 


FIBERGLAS 


PACKED MUFFLERS 


Put your car ‘out front with 


Rocketone Mufflers and Dual 
Exhaust Systems are available 


Bz 





at your auton ve dealer 
lave m{-t-lellalcar-1e1e-3-1-10] a ar-3 00 at 
Write Arrow Mufflers, 

By yolem 64, holm ic mg keeles 
Fale maal-maelesl-melm 2elels 
nearest dealer 








CYRIL, the only animated precision made 
vacuum gauge. No dials to watch... 
CYRIL’S antics tell all. A constant 
trouble shooter. Gives warnings of all 
potential engine troubles. When CY- 
RIL’'S head and tail are up you are 
saving gas. When he is collapsed you 
are wasting gas or you need a tune up. 
Complete easy to follow explanations of 
all CYRIL’S movements included. Very 
easily installed. Available in red, green, 
black, yellow or grey $4.95 


MEHREN INDUSTRIES 
“HOUSE OF FREE TRIALS” 


8666 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles 35, Ca 








The answer to the Rocketone 
Fiberglas-packed Muffler’s 
superb, mellow tone is its 100% 
lass fiber packing—genuine 
Geese Caudinn Fiberglas. And 
it is pre-heated in temperin 
ovens... yes, ROCKETONE’S 
Fiberglas-packed Muffler is 
completely unaffected by 1000° 
exhaust system heat. Guided- 
flow design through full two inch 
tube assures minimum back 
pressure .. . maximum 
engine power. 








Car manufacturers have 
recognized the advantages of 
dual exhausts by installing them 
on certain new models with high 
compression engines. And now, 
ou, too, can have duals...a 
OCKETONE dual exhaust 
system. Rocketone duals give 
you extra pick-up power, extra 
safety power . . . saves you gas, 
increases engine performance. 


Available for practically all V-8 
engines, including ’54 models. 
For a complete Rocketone Dual 
Exhaust System you need an 
Exhaust Header Kit or a Left 
Bank Exhaust Pipe Kit, plus a 
Left Tail Pipe Kit and a choice 
of Rocketone me gre 
Rocketone Fiberglas-packed or 
Arrow original-equipment 
type Mufflers. 


MUFFLERS 


1600 South Ashland Avenue 
Chicago 8 Ta} 


EDUCATED NUT 

Prevents wheel 

shimmy .. . 

wobble. Gives added driving comfort 

and safety to all cars . . . old or 

new. Gives perfect wheel bearing adjustment 

for life of car. Simply installed. $2.98 set. 

Truck sets available slightly higher 

28-37 MILES PER GALLON? 

The GANE AIR FLOW NEEDLE will <o=agaeaaang 

give up to 25% more gas m.leage. 
Anyone can install it. No speciai tools 
required. 2 needles required for 
cyl. cars. Can gain up to 2 or more 
miles per gallon. If fully satisfied 
after 10 days you pay only $1.50 per 
needle. Send no money until satisfied 
on 10-day Free Trial. 


lif. 
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TAKING A TRIP 


You'll be glad to have along a 
few KozaK Auto DRYwash cloths 2 
in the car, if you want to keep it looking 
nice, without any loss of time or money. 
Two people with a KozaK in each hand 
and dustproof gloves, can clean the car in 
5 minutes or so, while you take a driving 
rest along the road in the shade. Also, bet- 
ter get a bottle of Bug Juice Remover and 
Sham-et for both bugs and stubborn hot 
weather waterspots. 


Suggest you order 2 KozaKs, one kit with 
dustproof gloves, one BJR and Sham-et 
for each possenger. 


This unit has a special vacation price of 
$5... 2 units $10, etc., postpaid. Satis- 
faction guvaronteed. Money refunded and 
you don’t even have to return anything, 
if dissatisfied for any reason at all. 


INVITATION: If you go to Niagara Falls, 
you will probably pass right by our fac- 
tory. Be sure to pay us a visit. won't you? 
KezaK, 125 So. Lyon St., Batavia, New 
York (half way between Buffalo and 
Rochester). 


KozaK, 125 So. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 

Please mail me satisfaction guaranteed, .... 
Vacation Units, each tT of 2 Regular $2 
KozaKs, one $1.30 BJR and Sham-et and one 
$1 Kitbag and dustproof gloves, all at special 
vacation price of $5 per unit. (One unit is 
needed for each passenger who will help clean 
the car . many hands make light, quick 
work ) 


name 
street 
city and state 


"} cash () check enclosed 
‘offer | mited to Tontinental U.S.A.) 


a 


STOP THAT SQUEAKY 
FAN BELT for only 50¢€ 








% A few drops of Cling-Surface 
stops slipping, stops squeaks, 
makes belts last longer. Good 
for all belt driven power tools 
and appliances, too! Sold at 
service stations, auto parts and 
hardware stores. If your deoler 
can’t supply you 


Send 50¢ to: 


CLING-SURFACE CO., INC. 
1050 Niagara St. Buffalo, N. Y. 
IN CANADA SEND 75¢ 


"AEM Se ZB 28 


Reduce Front Tire Wear and 


Improve Driving Conditions on FORDS - MERCURYS - “; 2e 


| = |} ** 


INSTALLS IN A FEW MINUTES-IS SAFE, DEPENDABLE, INEXPENSIVE AND TROUBLE-FREE 
Millions of Automobiles are in Need of this Thoroughly Tested Device 
HIS STABILIZER SPRING IS MUCH MORE THAN A THREAD TIGHTENER. THE BENDS ARE 
MOVEMENTS ARE DEVELOPED DOWN AT ALL TIMES TO STABILIZE THE ENTIRE FRONT END. THiS 
MADE OF ‘e” SPRING STEEL, DIE CUT, DIE SHAPED AND OIL TEMPERED TO LAST AS LONG AS YOU 
HAVE YOUR CAR. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
Mode F-49 fits Fords 49-50-51 * Model LM-49 fits Mercy 
S, Mercurys ‘52-53 (curved idler arm) « Model FM.52S f is Fords, M 
arm) « Model FM-C fits Fords, Mercurys ‘54 » NOT FOR CARS WITH POWER S TEERING © 
DEALERS, JOBBERS, DISTRIBUTORS WANTED EVERYWHERE. IF NOT AVAILABLE 
LOCALLY ORDER DIRECT $2.75. GIVE MODEL NEEDED FOR YOUR CAR 


‘BEB SPECIALTY C 
1718 HAWTHORNE, HOUSTON os a 





























A FIBERGLAS 
Auto Body Construction 
How to construct molds, 
models; make mold- 
ings. Full information 
used by professionals. 
Comprehensive photos, 
sketches, text — by original 
wx LV developer. Book $3.00 postpaid. 
Ww ‘post BOOKS, ARCADIA 4, CALIFORNIA 
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Spotlight on Detroit (Continued from page 11) 


McCulloch Motors, the inventor’s won- 
derland, comes forth with a photo-electric 
headlight dimmer invisible to the driver supercharge the same 8.5 to 1 engine, 
and adjustable for response to brightness you can gain over 30 per cent on the 
| best of current fuels. Maybe this is one 
reason why McCulloch established a 
Detroit office. Another feature of the 
Auto-Lite extravaganza was the . 


beyond the knock-control ability of cur- 
rent fuels). However, if you efficiently 





CHRYSLER GAS TURBINE, which 
drew by far the largest crowds of any 
display. Shown for the first time in 
public, this innocuous-looking Plymouth 
Belvedere (MT, May °54) is a cat 

(Continued on page 64) 













RECIRCULATING BALL NUT 
FILLER PLUG 
\ 


UPPER PISTON ROO 


Ol INLET 


STEERING SHAFT 
FLEXIBLE COUPLING 


RECIRCULATING 
BALL WORM 













SPOOL VALVE 
OL OUTLET 


SECTOR GEAR HYDRAULIC REACTION ASSEMBLY 


VALVE OPERATING ROD 


HYDRAULIC PISTON 


LOWER PISTON ROD AND RACK 


CHRYSLER CORPORATION'S 
COAXIAL POWER STEERING 


Signs of the renaissance at Chrysler are everywhere you look these days. The latest 
surprise is that it will become the first manufacturer to turn out its own power 
| steering units. The new system, in line with the column, continues “full-time” action 


Motor Trend 











This 
hous 
rear 
acti 





The 

Trac 
grea 
whe 











Minit 


front 
rear | 


June 











f cur- 
iently 
ngine, 
n the 


iS one 
ied a 


f the 


which 
f any 
le in 
10uth 
1 Caf 





Bill Vukovich says, “I believe Traction Master to be the finest safety device 
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ACCELERATION WITHOUT TRACTION MASTER 
This happens every time you accelerate. The rear axle 
housing rotates upwards and back, lifting the right 
rear wheel off the ground, breaking traction. This 
action raises the front end and drops the rear end. 

















ACCELERATION WITH TRACTION MASTER 
The harder the spring tries to “‘wrap up,.”’ the more 
Traction Master forces the wheel downward creating 
greater traction. Traction Master eliminates rear 
wheel lift and spin. 




















BRAKING WITHOUT TRACTION MASTER 
Brake shoes tend to turn in direction of drum rotation. 
Axle housing snaps downward forcing rear half of 
spring up in a prying action, lifting rear end off 
ground. This action transfers major portion of vear 
end weight forward throwing passengers forward. and 
making front end of car dive. 




















BRAKING WITH TRACTION MASTER 
Minimum weight transfers due to lack of lift to rear 
end. The only drop to front end is compression of 
front coil spring. Traction Master eliminates all other 
rear end forces. 
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ever offered the motoring public.” 
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1953 winner of 500 mile Indianapolis Speedway, Bill Vukovich, 
left, shown with his brother Mike, popular Fresno, California 
garage operator. Bill holds a Traction Master, which he has 
installed on his ’53 and ’54 Fords. 


“T installed a pair of Traction Masters on my new 1954 Ford 
Victoria. To say that I am pleased is a definite understate- 
ment. 
“The Victoria now has more stability in turns, on rough roads, 
on wet or slippery pavements, and on the straight-away that 
is beyond comprehension. When the brakes are applied either 
for a normal stop, or for a quick or sudden stop, the rear 
wheels do not bounce or skid. The car comes to a complete 
stop in considerably less distance with absolute safety. 
“I believe the Traction Master to be the finest Safety device 
ever offered to the Motoring Public, and one of the greatest 
inventions since television.” 

Sincerely yours, 


‘ Bill Vukovich 


Hundreds of Professional Drivers and motor enthusiasts say Traction 
Master is a tremendous safety feature. With Traction Master your car stops 
quicker, and holds the road on curves. 

Traction Master 
was designed for 
the motoring pub- 





AFTER BRAKES ARE APPLIED 











lic. The racing Miles Stopping Distance Stopping Distance No. of feet 
-ofession has Per WITHOUT WITH Braking 

ee tod it on a cee Hour Traction Master Traction Master Imprvmnt. 
s ‘ 

it is now ready for 10 5.0 * 444 0.6 

the public. Sever- 20 : 20.0 * 17.6# 2.4 

al years of design- 30 45.0 * 39.0 + 6.0 

ing and experi- 40 80.0 * 68.0 + 12.0 

menting have per- 50 125.0 * 93.0 + 32.0 

fected Traction 60 180.0 * 112.5 # 67.5 








Master into the 


- gg lg * Professional Drivers Driving 
simple unit it is. 





# Average Drivers Driving 


Your service garage can install a Traction Master 
quickly. Or unit can be self-installed easily and p 5 ane fy 95 
without special tools. Write for full information. rice: 

Dealers and Garages inquire on letterhead. a 


AUTO-MASTER CORP. 


165 Eleventh St., Dept. TM, San Francisco, Calif. 
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Germany’s DKW, “‘the small wonder,”’ has a 


Driving around with Walt Woron 


bevy of exotic engineering features. Besides, 


it’s fun to drive 


Photos by Tom Medley 





Front-opening doors, now miss'ng from 
all U.S. stock cars because they'll blow 
open instead of shut. are leather trimmed 





About the only time the car looks small 


is when there’s someone in it. Yet you'll 
find lots of room back of that little wheel 





It’s a cinch to get at the three-cylinder. 
two-cycle engine with its starter-gener- 
ator-flywheel, only seven moving parts 





Bars on the trunk lid, revived from the 
classic era, lend character. Convertible 
top is superbly padded in Teutonic way 
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THE MOST PROMIS- 


NE OF 
ING small European cars ever to 
biossom forth is the Sonderklasse DKW 
(known as der kleine wunder, the small 
wonder ). But whether its export to this 
country will bear fruit or wither away on 
the limb seems more in its, price and pro- 
duction quantity than in whether it’s a 
worthy product. 

Seldom has there been a car with a 
more interesting background. It’s manu- 
factured by the Western German Auto 
Union plant in Dusseldorf. (The original 
Auto Union organization is in the East- 
ern Zone.) This is the outgrowth of the 
four-company combine of pre-war Ger- 
many that produced the indefatigable six- 
liter, rear-engine Auto Union car that 
went on to crush practically all opposi- 
tion in Grand Prix racing. 

And the car itself is highly interesting: 
it’s powered by a tiny (42-cubic-inch) 
two-stroke, three-cylinder, 34-hp engine 
mounted forward of the front axle, has a 
wheelbase of only 92 inches, a light over- 
all weight of 1500 pounds, yet can easily 
cruise at 70 mph, and can carry four pas- 
sengers comfortably. 

You hear every power impulse of the 
two-cycle engine. It gives you the impres- 
sion that it’s running rough and needs a 
tune-up. This is the way a two-cycle en- 
gine sounds, though, and you get used to 





With tongue in cheek, dealer picks Val- 
voline for the “petroil” lubricating-and- 
fuel system of the valveless automobile 


Cutaway of the hardtop. a fine second car for U.S. families. 
shows front drive, three coils. radiator and fan behind engine 
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it. When you have to tune it or do any 
major work, you'll find that accessibility 
js great: you can remove the grille by 
gnsnapping it at two points. 

The DKW I first drove had a three- 
speed (plus overdrive) gearbox. The sec- 
ond car (a two-seater cabriolet) had a 
four-speed box, which they all have now. 
The shift pattern is peculiar; it’s an H, with 
first lower right, second upper left, third 
Jower right, fourth lower left, and reverse 
pulled all the way toward you, then up. 
You're using the gears constantly, winding 
the engine tightly to keep up with traffic, 
so you get used to the odd shift quite 
rapidly. You don’t have any strain keeping 
up with traffic, despite the smallness of the 
engine and its relatively low output. 

The DKW Sonderklasse four-seater is 
an excellently proportioned car for its size, 
having room for four people: two in front 
on bucket seats, a bench-type in rear. Seats 
are comfortable; the steering wheel is 
well-positioned; there’s quite a bit of room 
inside for everyone, except that you have 
to watch your head getting out. 

Vision over the sloping hood is good, 
but with the convertible top up there’s a 
considerable blind spot to the right rear. 
(Other models, with wrap-around win- 
dows, have very good vision to the rear. ) 

Legibility of the instruments (speedom- 
eter, fuel, and temperature gauges) is 
good and they are grouped in front of the 
driver. The speedometer is marked for 
maximum speed in each gear. Controls, 
including the emergency brake between 
the front seats, are located conveniently 
for the driver. 

It's amazingly easy to drive and park. 
Being front-wheel drive, it’s a little stiff 
at low speeds. There’s a slight vibration 
in the steering wheel over rough roads, but 
no shock. It corners very well, needing 
only the slightest correction through the 
sharpest turns. When it begins to slide, 
you just give it more gas—-the power and 
front-wheel drive straighten you right out. 
It takes dips with a minimum of bob- 
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bing and settles down to its normally 
smooth ride after going over the severest 
bumps. It’s very steady going through 
turns at normal speeds, and leans only 
slightly on fast turns. 

The four-wheel hydraulic brakes bring 
the car to a sudden halt anytime you press 
the pedal. 

I thoroughly enjoyed driving both 
DKWs, as many others probably will. The 
prices remain the big question. Suggested 
prices range from $2060 (fob nearest 
port of entry) for the two-door sedan, to 
$2660 for the hand-built, two-seater 
cabriolet. 


A FANTASTIC NEW ROAD COURSE 
RECENTLY I HAD the pleasure of 


driving a test Mercury (reported on in 


last month’s issue ) over a roughly laid-out | 
road course near Agoura, Calif. (about 30 | 


miles west of the heart of Hollywood). 
When it’s completed it will be the most 
fantastic road course in the U.S. 

It all came about when friends of Loren 
Tupper (all of whom owned MGs or other 
sports cars) convinced him that the trac- 
tor roads traversing his property could 
easily be converted into a road course. 
“I didn’t know anything about MGs or 
road courses, but here I am. I never 
thought it’d be anything like this,” he ex- 
plained, almost apologetically. 

The course has been laid out in a sort 
of bowl, with spectator vantage points on 
nearby hills. From these, it’s possible to 
see almost the entire 2!5-mile course, 
which as of now has been completely 
graded, but not yet paved. It’s roughly 
a parallelogram, with sharp cutbacks, S$ 
turns, gradual turns, one short straight, 
and almost all of it going up or down. 
It’s what I term an equalizer course: a 
big-bore Cunningham or Allard won't have 
much advantage over a Triumph or MG 
because of the many turns and lack of 
long straights. 

Tupper has tentatively graded another 

(Continued on page 65) 





Southern California road racing will get a hypo from this new course near Hollywood 





’ 5 FORD & MERCURY 
SPECIALS 


COMPLETE MOTORS—’54 MERC OHV 161 HP, 
312" bore, quadrajet carburetor, 5-main block. 
This real powerhouse beauty obsoletes all earli- 
er Fords. Be one of the first to install it in your 
early Ford or Merc chassis. SEND A POSTCARD 
NOW FOR FREE SPECS, PRICES, ETC. 





DUALS and HEADERS for ‘54’s (order by Kit No 
and give all specs about car: 
(A) "54 Ford-Merc STANDARD uses 2 stock original 


factory-type muffiers. Complete, ouiet......$24.95 


(B) SPECIAL uses 2 steel packed mufflers. Maximum 
efficiency but loud. Complete... $27.95 


(C) SPECIAL same as Kit B except includes 2 reso 
nator mufflers to mellow tone.............. $35.95 


(D) PREMIUM our lifetime guaranteed GlasPac, the 
finest muffler made, 30°’ long, plenty of definite 
deep tone $31.95 


(E) PREMIUM same type as Kit D except includes 
2 resonator mufflers to deepen and meliow tone 
« WU Wis. cceescdendaccconaceneeeee $39.95 


(F) TANDEM SPL. 1 main and 1 small muffler joined 
in tandem on each side. Guaranteed for i.fe aiso 


CORRES, ian ciccncevesssccdaccaas $44.95 
Headers added to above kits . . . Give absoiute 
maximum backpressure reduction . . . add $25.00 


USED PARTS . . . We have used speed parts for 
ALL CARS. Write your need, we'll answer. Mail 
orders, 25% deposit. Balance C.O.D. 


SPEED and 
SHELL sures stor 


11726 Wiishire Boulevard, Los Ange.es 25, Califor*i> 














ADDED POWER CONTROL 


Bring your Hydramatic up to date and take 
advantage of THIRD SPEED FOR UP HILL 
ACCELERATION, DOWN HILL COMPRESSION 
and TRAILER TOWING. A pull of the lever 
with the Nielson Dual Purpose Third Speed 
Selector (Pat. 42,577,660) and you are 
locked in Third Speed. A simple installa- 
tion at a nominal fee will give you 
the feeling of a new car. Made for 
all Hydramatics that do not have 
dual or super range. 
DK} 95 PLEASE specify make 
and model of car 

when ordering. Now available 
at most car agencies. 

Phone 


| A. E. NIELSON | HO 9-8684 


1680T N. Western Ave., Los Angeles 27, Calif. 
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BURRO PAK-RAK LUGGAGE CARRIER 
Oak and chrome, fits contour of: any car snugly, 
fastens securely, easily removed. Cushioned, can’t 
scratch. No holes to drill. $39.50 ppd. Write for 
free literature. 


BURRCRAFT 
3814 E. Colorado, Pasadena, Calif. 












(MOTO-STABILIZER Ge oF 
SPECIAL! 


© Control Skidding 


Reg. $3995 
© Stops Sways and Bumps UJ oe ; 
© Reduces Wear on Tires STA is ao 





© Guaranteed 








1046 PENOBSCOT BLDG. - DETROIT 26, MICH. 

















the new 
WORLD-WIDE 
AUTOMOTIVE 

YEARBOOK 


. with full details on every 1954 
production car built in the world! 


®@ photos 
® specifications 


@ prices 


®@ performance data 


@ factory histories 


®@ unusual features: 
bodies, engines, interiors | 


@ produ-tion highlights: 
methods and figures, future plans 


watch for the new 


WORLD-WIDE 
AUTOMOTIVE 
YEARBOOK 


soon on your newsstand 


TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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| lights, 


| cellent 
| the brightness of the warning lights. Caryle 
| K. Hamner, Baldwin Park, Calif. 


What's Your Idea‘ 


A two-year subscription to Motor Trenp (or a two-year extension to your 


present subscription) is yours if we 
to “Wihat’s Your Idea?” Editor. 


HERE’S a simple, inexpensive way to elimi- 
nate annoying squeaks coming from around 
the car doors when going over rough road 
surfaces. I used ordinary paste wax, coating 


| both the rubber weatherstripping and the car 


body around the door frame, and I no longer 
have the bothersome noise. The rubber will 
not stick to the door frame, and in addition 


| to eliminating noises, the paste wax keeps 
| the rubber seal from drying and cracking 


when it gets old. John D. McAlister, Hunt- 
W. Va. 


ington, 


I HAVE a couple of ideas I'd like to pass 
along to other MT readers. License plates 
aren't made to take the beating bumpers and 
bumper guards take in parking, pushing oth- 
er cars, etc., so they often become an eye- 
sore—battered and bent—when the rest of 


| the car is in showroom condition. To avoid 


this, try putting a piece of composition board 
or exterior-grade plywood under the license 
plate. My other idea is to put rubber tape 
or electrician’s tape on the spring clips of 
your wheel discs. This makes them tighter, 
and eliminates the squeaks and rattles com- 
mon to most “snap-on” discs. Billy Eddie, 
Riverside, Ont., Canada. 


MANY of the parking lights, brake lights, 
and turn signals (front and rear) are not 
very bright, even on some of the newer cars. 
In some cases, such as on a rainy, foggy 
night, the lights are nearly useless. Disman- 
tling my front parking lights and my tail 
I found that these units have no re- 
flector behind the bulbs. Some ordinary 
household aluminum foil, cut carefully to 
the shape of the light housing, makes an ex- 
reflective surface, and will increase 


IF YOUR HUBCAPS have been dented by 
high curbs or flying stones, chances are 
you've tried in vain to knock out the “dim- 
ples,” only to find that it’s a real job trying 
to get them back into their original shape. 
Try this: Fill a bucket to the top with dirt 
(not sand or stony soil—these will only 
dent or scratch the chromed surface). Place 
the dented hubcap shiny side down against 
the soil, and tap the dents from the inside 
with a rubber hammer. Tap lightly, and 
check the job frequently to be sure you're 
not creating new bumps. Ray Scroggins, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


EVEN WITH the up-to-date heating systems 
and fresh air intake systems the manufactur- 
ers build into our cars, many motorists com- 
plain of excess heat in the summer and of 
difficulty in keeping their cars warm in 


pick your idea for this column. Send it 
Sorry, we can’t return submitted material. 


winter. I’ve alleviated both of these condi- 
tions by laying 34-inch Fiberglas matting 
under the floor mat in the front and rear of 
my car. I also lined the partition between 
the back seat and the trunk, as well as the 
backside of the firewall. Highway heat or 
cold drafts are kept out of the car, and road 
noises are materially reduced, making my 
driving more enjoyable and comfortable. 
Leroy A. Aughenbaugh, Altoona, Pa. 


IF THE SPRINGS that hold open the hood 
ot your car are weak, or if your hood is 
held open by a rod—which is always in the 
way—then you might try this idea the next 
time you want to work on your engine in a 
garage. Simply screw a large hook into a 
convenient rafter in your garage above the 
car. With the hook suspended overhead, you 
just raise the hood, catch the hook under the 
front, and the hood remains wide open. For a 
fully adjustable setup, install a turnbuckle be- 
tween the attaching screw and the hook; this 
will allow you to raise or lower the hook 
without a complicated cable lashup. Clement 
A. Poland, Frostburg, Md. 


HERE'S an idea that might be helpful in 
your yearly springtime tuneup-cleanup pro- 
gram. If you’ve checked the plugs, points, 
timing, etc. (see page 29 for complete 
tuneup info), you'll want to be sure your car- 
buretor is up to its peak operating level. If 
your car’s pickup is poor and you’ve checked 
the carburetor to be sure there is no ob- 
struction in the pump jet, it’s likely that the 
pump leather has taken a “set” and no long- 
er hugs the wall of the cylinder in which 
it operates. My idea will be especially useful 
if you're in a spot where you can’t get to an 
auto supply store and buy a new pump 
leather. Remove the pump from the car- 
buretor and follow these steps carefully: (1) 
Dip the pump leather into alcohol (rubbing 
alcohol is satisfactory) for exactly 20 sec- 
onds. (2) Remove the leather from the al- 
cohol and place it in water immediately. 
You'll find that this treatment tends to 
spread the leather slightly, cleaning off any 
sludge that might be on it, and it will give 
the pump a slightly firmer fit in the car- 
buretor pump cylinder. The use of water 
stops the action of the alcohol. Before re- 
placing the leather in the pump cylinder, 
wipe off the water, then dip the leather in 
neatsfoot oil; let it soak for about five min- 
utes. This will restore flexibility to the leath- 
er and keep it from drying out; it will also 
provide just enough lubrication for its ac- 
tion within the cylinder. When returning the 
pump to the carburetor, work it into the cyl- 
inder with a circular motion to prevent 
damage to the leather and to insure a good 
fit. Charles Fitz-Patrick, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THIS AD IS WORTH #150. 


TO YOU! 


Here is another plus for members of the 
ane 3% 
=<) of AMERICA 


By joining BACHELOR CLUBS OF AMERICA 

you will get monthly reports in Motor Trend on 
forthcoming local parties, cruises, auto excursions, 
Balls and other events, plus free Travel Service 
Information, and an excellent Discount arrange- 
ment on gifts and appliances you wish to purchase. 
By participating in the Club affairs you will “rub 
shoulders’ with top celebrities, socialites, movie 
stars and leading business executives. 


MEMBERS’ OFFER ONLY 


MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO: 

1. Al year subscription {12 monthly issues) of MOTOR TREND 
inewstand price 25 cents each}. 

2. Bachelor Club Membership lapel pin. 

3. Bachelor Club windshield decal for your car. 

4. Gold embossed Bachelor Club Membership card, with Travel 
Service and Discount House information on back. 

FILL OUT COUPON AT RIGHT AND ENCLOSE 10 DOLLARS 

(check or money order) which includes cost of handling and you 

will become a member of the world’s most exclusive Club, 
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of ANYONE of 16 IMPORTED CARS 
New 1954 MoDELs 


AT $150 CASH SAVINGS 


2 DOOR and 4 DOOR SEDANS 
SPORTS - CONVERTIBLES « RACERS 


Smartest European Desigue 
aud Colors! 
Indicate your selection 
on this coupon 


MAIL THIS *150° SAVING COUPON 


BACHELOR CLUBS OF AMERICA 
National Headquarters, 

1733 Broadway (the Buick Building) 
New York 19, N. Y. 





oo ALL-STEEL CABS 
Koss 


FOR JEEPS 


SAFETY FOR PASSENGERS 
AND CARGO 
THAT ONLY 
STEEL CAN 

GIVE 


s 


Avoilable in full cobs 
ond half cabs for all 
Willys Jeeps 


Full cabs cover entire 
body. Half cabs cover 
front passenger compartment 


PROTECTION — Complete protection from all weather. Valuable cargo 
protected by locks 


* 
We SAFETY — All-stee!, weided construction. No rivets. Safety glass used 
throughout 


COMFORT — Full air-speced head lining and door lining. No vibretion 


* 


te CONVENIENCE — Roll down windows, full opening 
SCC SESEEEESEHEHE SH HHESEEEEEEEE 


KING WINCHES for olf Willys Jeeps, 4 W.D. trucks and 4 W.D 
station wegons. ALSO ALL OTHER MAKE TRUCKS. 


KING WINCHES get you through mud, send, snow, slush, 
guileys ond icy slopes when wheel traction foils. For hoist 
ing ond moving machinery, logs ond heavy objects where 
strong, smooth pull on @ cable will make work easier, 
safer and more economical 


KOENIG CABS and KING WINCHES oveiloble through 
KAISER-WILLYS DISTRIBUTORS ond DEALERS. 

COSHH E SESE SESH HH ESEEEEEEEEES 
KING Gelvonized Hand Winch. Tested over 1000 Ibs. Capac 
bronze bearings throughout. Mounts horizontally or ver 


tically. Right hand or left. Adjustable handle lever. Positive 
het either direction. 





Free pa. nid 


1RON WORKS 





Houston 10, Texas 





Sealed Beam 
Pistol Grip 


HAND 
SPor-LiTE 


TROUBLE SHOOTING LIGHT 
Atwavs Ready fo lastant Use - 





NO BATTERY 
PLUGS INTO CIGARETTE LIGHTER OF ANY CAR 
Equipped with G.E. sealed beam unit (6-8 volts). Hand 
pistol grip with ‘“‘on-off’’ switch. 12 ft. cord permits 
light from dashboard to rear of car. Adjustable supporting 
stand allows light to stand by itself on the road. Durable, 
plastic-lightweight, shock-proof, rust proof. Height: 85¢’’ 
—lamp dia. is 5%4’’. Gun metal silver finish. Money-back 
uarantee. Shipped postpaid. Sorry, no C.0.D.’s. Send 

5.95 (or $6.95 for 12 volt model)-to: 
ATLAS FIFTH AVENUE 
230 FIFTH AVE., DEPT. MT-1, NEW YORK 1, N.Y. 








WHITWORTH SIZE 


Open End Wrenches 


Gocd quality, Selected Steel, Nickel Plated. 
A necessity for British Cars and Cycles. 


Set of 5, 1/16 W to 9/16 W $2.75 Ppd. 


° * 1010 South Fir Avenue 
Louis B. Pierlot Inglewood 1, California 














Tim proue Your Cars 
COMPLEXION 


wté AURA WAX 


AURA ’CHEMICAL CO. Dept. T-2 


Chicag 4 
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(Continued from page 18) 

The nearly vertical wheel position 
seemed comfortable enough on our longest 
trip (350 miles at one sitting ), but another 
styling feature of this car is definitely 
not. The editorial “we” in this case is six 
feet tall, which is not so unusual as to 
qualify him for a spare-time job in a 
circus. At least three inches of his head 
protruded above the stylishly low wind- 
shield. At any speed above 50 mph, “we” 
wondered whether or not what was left 
of his hair would stay with him. 

We gave up and raised the top, even 
though it was a hot day for Michigan. 
This is no easy task, and Chevrolet makes 
no bones about it. Their conception of the 
Corvette market is that no owner will be 
caught in the rain without a spare Cadillac. 

Actually, we are inclined to sympathize 
with the Corvette concept of motoring for 
the fun of it (not that we have a spare 
Cadillac sedan ). The Corvette with top up 
and Plexiglas windows in place is as tight 
as a diving bell compared to most Euro- 
pean sports car imports. 

The Corvette ride is firm, but nowhere 
close to the springless “standards” of the 
true sports car. We bottomed once or 
twice on severe aberrations in the road, 
yet this is a small price to pay for com- 
fort the bulk of the time. The relationship 
between car occupants and gravity is in- 
evitably a compromise, at least until 
springs as we know them are outmoded. 
Be this as it may, we feel that the Cor- 
vette is of LeMans caliber in this depart- 
ment (it would be in all others if not 
for lack of power). Well, it should be, 
for amongst those who had a hand in its 
design were Maurice Olley of Vauxhall 
30-98 fame, Zora Arkus-Duntov, who has 





FORD THUNDERBIRD 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 356 in. Stroke 3 3/32. 
Stroke ‘bore ratio 0.857. Compression ratio 7.5 to 1. 
Displacement 256 cu. in. Advertised bhp 161 @ 
4400 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.63. Piston travel @ 
max bhp 2272 ft. ver min. Mzx to -ve 233 Ibs.-ft. 
@ 2200 to 2890 rom. M-x bmen 1471! oi 

DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is three- 
speed synchromesh, using helical gears. Ratios: Ist 
2.78, 2nd 1.61, 3rd 1.0, reverse 3.64. 

OVERDRIVE is planetary with standard gears, 
minimum cut-in speed 27 mph. Ratio: 0.7. 
AUTOMATIC transmission is Fordomatir, torque 
converter with planetary gears. Ratios: Drive 1.48 
and 1.00 x torque converter (max ratio @ stall 2.1); 
Low 2.44 x torque converter; Reverse 2.0 x torque 
converter. 

REAR AXLE RATIOS: Conventional 3.90 standard, 
4.10 optional; Overdrive 4.10 standard, 3.90, 3.31 
optional; Fordomatic 3.31 standard. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 102 in. Tread 56 front 
ond rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 1.82. Overall 
width 70.1 in. Overall length 175.2 in. Overall 


height 51.9 in. (top up). Steering ratio 20:1. Curb 
weight 2837 Ibs. Weight/bhp ratio 17.7. Weight 
distribution 50% front, 50% rear loaded. Tire 
size 6.70 x 15. 


PRICE 


Not announced as of presstime, but said to be 
competitive with other cars in the same field; i.e., 


$3500-$4000. 

ACCESSORIES: The list has not yet been finalized, 
but will most certainly contain these items: Over- 
drive or Ford tic tr ission, power steer- 
ing and brakes, power windows and seat, plastic 
hardtop, radio and heater, and all the usual minor 
luxury items. 





New Fuel for an Old Duet- 







driven many a LeMans on the Allard team, 
and Mauri Rose, who didn’t need to cross 
the ocean to achieve his fame as a three- 
time Indianapolis winner. 

The overall detail finish of the Corvette 
will stack up favorably with any show 
car—lItalian or domestic. The  instru- 
ments are plentiful, accurate, and read- 
able, except we suggest the tach should 
trade with the speedometer for the place of 
honor. Anyone interested enough in cars 
to buy a Corvette knows how to govern 
himself by his tachometer. The hand choke 
is another welcome revival, although it is 
obviously made necessary by the three 
separate side-draft carburetors. 

On the subject of options, we should 
mention the Powerglide transmission— 
normally extra but standard on the Cor- 
vette. The purist will turn up his nose 
at this (the better to catch the rain), but 
we found the beefed-up Corvette version 
highly satisfactory. If you manually drop 
into Low range for braking purposes at 
any speed between 30 and 50 mph, it does 
well enough to squeal the tires, which 
means that it’s temporarily too efficient. 
Granted, placing the lever on the floor- 
boards is imitative nonsense and serves 
only to confuse parking lot attendants. 
However, most of our objections to 
automatic transmissions in the past have 
been when they were combined with low 
horsepower. With adequate horsepower 
and automatic transmission, you can drive 
just as efficiently (if not more so) than the 
average manual speed-shift artist. 

The rest of our comments about the 
Corvette would be incidental if printed. 
The gist of all of this is that if you want 
a car that is completely distinctive, per- 
forms with the best that you'll normally 
encounter, and can be serviced intelligent- 
ly in any North American hamlet, put 
your name on the waiting list. Once your 
Corvette is delivered, you can worry about 
adjusting yourself to motoring for the fun 
of it, which, for taller-than-average peo- 
ple, is mainly building up a resistance to 
head colds. —Don MacDonald 





CHEVROLET CORVETTE 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Ohv 6-cyl. Bore 3%, in.; Stroke 314, in.; 
Stroke/bore ratio 1.11 to 1; Compression ratio 8.0 
to 1; Displacement 235.5 cu. in.; Advertised bhp 150 
@ 4200 rpm; Bhp per cu. in. 0.64; Max torque 223 
ibs.-ft. @ 2400 rpm; Max bmep 143 psi @ 2400 rpm. 
DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is Power- 
glide, torque converter with gears. Ratios: Drive, 
torque converter (max ratio @ stall 2.1) and 3.82 
x converter ratio; Low, 3.82 x converter ratio; 
Reverse, 3.82 x converter ratio. Rear axle ratio, 3.55. 
DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 102 in.; Tread 57 front, 
59 rear; Wheelbase/tread ratio 1.76; Overall width 
72% in.; Overall length 167 in.; Overall height 52 
in. (loaded, top up); Turning diameter 39 ft.; Turns 
lock to lock 3.9; Test car wet weight 2910 (factory 
shipping weight 2705 without radio and heater). 
Test car weight/bhp ratio 19.4; Weight distribution 
50% front, 50% rear; Tire size 6.70 x 15. 


PRICE 


(Including retail price at main factory, federal tax 
and delivery and handling charges, Powerglide, 
white sidewall tires, windshield washers, direction 
signals, tachometer, and electric clock, but not 
freight) Roadster $3498. 

ACCESSORIES: (It is difficult to obtain delivery with- 
out those listed) Heater $91, radio $145. 
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The Seven Deadly Sins 


(Continued from page 28) 
he or she can to stamp out this menace. 


same interest in another menace to our 
communities and be equally intolerant of 
the bad driving that takes a life every 15 
minutes in the United States and injures 
someone every 20 seconds. 

The following suggestions for a traffic 
safety program can be supported by the 
individual through active participation (or, 
if necessary, simply through poll support 
—a vote for the safety of your family): 
|) Adequate and strict law enforcement: | 
There must be comprehensive, selective 
and impartial law enforcement, with em- 
phasis on quality, not quantity, of traffic 
citations. 2) Uniform penalization by the 
courts: This does not mean placing each 
judge in a judicial straitjacket, but there 
must be some area of agreement on prac- 
tices and procedures of penalization. 3) 
Absolute prohibition against “ticket fix- 
ing”: No one can complain if everyone is 
treated alike. “Many are cited but a few | 
are favored.” There should be no quota | 
system for traffic officers, and neither the 
police department nor the courts should 
have any direct financial interest in traffic 
fines. 4) Traffic safety education: This | 
should include everything from mechani- 
cal methods’ to motoring morals. Traffic 
safety must be sold with as much skill and 
with as many new and unforgettable slo- 
gans as any commercial product—certainly | 
a challenge to the advertising genius of | 
America. 5) Improved highways: Capable 
engineering has lessened the hazards of 
driving. Our roads shouid be improved 
constantly, and divided highways con- 
structed on all main arteries. 6) Coordina- 
tion of safety programs: Individual ef- 
forts play a large part in safety programs, 
but should be directed by a recognized | 
agency. Unitized effort divides the work | 
and permits an organization to do an out- 
standing job in its assigned field. 

In the space of my own lifetime, we 
have killed more of our fellow citizens | 
with automobiles than we have lost in all 
the wars in which our country has ever | 
been engaged. We can all agree that in | 
their hero’s death our men did not die in 
vain fighting for God and country. 

But there can be no glory in death at 
or under the wheels of an automobile. 
The more than one million American traf- 
fic fatalities have died in vain, and more 
will continue to die until we personalize 
the problem and recognize our individual 
responsibility to wipe out this disgraceful 
record of death and destruction. 

—Roger Alton Pfaff 
(NOTE: Individuals, service organizations, 
or civic groups who wish further informa- 
tion on Judge Pfaff’s “Blueprint for Traf- 
fic Safety” may contact the author by writ- 
ing to MOTOR TREND, 5959 Hollywood 
Blud., Los Angeles 28, Calif.) 
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CONNECT TO MASTER CYLINDER 
-- AND THE JOB’S COMPLETE! 
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Power Brakes 
Choose Midland! 





Caf... 


There’s no need for you to postpone the thrill and satis- 
faction of power brakes until you get a new car. MID- 
for over a generation manufacturer of the 
finest in power brake equipment for trucks and buses 

. now makes the best in power brakes for your present 
available in complete kits at surprisingly low 
cost. Quickly and easily installed on any car, from the 
smallest to the finest on the road today. So check the 
yellow pages of your telephone book for your nearest 


MIDLAND distributor (or write the factory direct) and 
see him about MIDLAND Power Brakes for your car! 


THE MIDLAND STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY 


3641 E.. MILWAUKEE AVE. 
Export Department: 38 Kins St., 


DETROIT 11, 
New York, N. Y. 


MICH. 





COLD OUT! 


#101 “CUSTOM CARS” 


A fantastic collection of cars and ideas. 


#103 “HOW TO BUY A CAR” 


New or used; a valuable illustrated guide. 


#104 “SPEED & SPORT” 


History, events; the complete sports car story. 
#105 “RESTYLE YOUR CAR” 


Custom techniques, materials in full detail. 


#106 “HOT ROD YOUR CAR” 
Step-by-step ways to step up performance. 


No longer on newsstands ... available now by 
mail order only . . . these Tread Books (like 
early editions of Motor Tre and Hot Rod) 
will soon be collector’s items. fhese books bring 
you vivid pictorial coverage, unequalled techni. 
cal data, valuable reference material and top 
treading enjoyment. But the supply is limited 
Send this coupon today for immediate delivery 


FSS 822888888888 888828882222254 


1 ‘ 
: TREND BOOKS, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28 9 
7 
; #101 Enclosed is $............ for the books & 
' checked @ 85¢ each postpaid. Send to: ; 
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| See CUT OUT 


A quality prod 
uct made of 
heavy plate 
steel, all weld 
ed construc 
tion. Complete 
with Handy 
Dash Control 
Easy to instal! 


$45... 


Hurricane Sr. Fits all 134” to 21%" Pipes. 
Hurricane Jr. for Sport Cars. Fits 1%" through 
158" Pipes. Specify size wanted 


Hurricane bh PASS UNIT 








Now! A 


complete muffler By-Pass Unit, to give your 
car the power and zip of straight pipe performance. 
ti 







rol, cut-out and 
ig, clamps and all 


postpaid $995 
_ + 
Ce White Wall Marvel 
> Pure white colloidal rubber 
changes any black tire or faded 
white wall into bright factory- 
white white walls with a few 
strokes of a brush. Supply for 
5 tires with brush and cleaner 
$2.98 postpaid 
AH-0-0-0-GAH HORN 
The hottest item in the field, 
a genuine motor driven 
“‘Ah-0-0-0-gah’’ horn. Chrome 
plated. Mod. A, 6 volts. Mod. B . 
12 volts. Each....... $12.95 : 


BERT SALES 2558 Nilwautee ‘ve. Write 


Chicage 47 
Prices 


Canadian Distributor—Herman Sales Co 
313 4th S.W., Moose Jaw, Sask., Canada 


Unit — includes dash co 
cut-in; 48/7 of 134’ flexible tub 
necessary fastenings. 




























) 
don’t fase your head BE SMART! 
; USE YOUR HEAD 

Order your guaranteed CROMWELL CRASH 
HELMETS today English made, especially 
mgd of light, yet strong materials to give 
the greatest possible resistance to shock 
all Helmets finished in fine white leather 
ond have visor $27.50. 


Send for your BELL CATALOG 44 
colorful illustrated pages featuring the 
finest nati 
charts, and information for speed and 
power. Only 50c (refunded upon first 
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How to revive ca bafferies 


or Make Your New Battery Last Longer 
Car batteries go dead when their soft metal plates 
harden, or ‘‘sulfate,"’ preventing the acid action 
which generates electricity. AD-X2 powder compound 
counteracts sulfation in new batteries—actually brings 
mechanically sound dead batteries back to life' Prove 
this in your own battery at absolutely no risk 

Send neo money; make no deposit; pay pestman 
nothing! Try AD-X2 for 14 days. If it works, drop 

us a check for $3.00. But if it doesn’t do all oe 
manufacturer says, just write ‘no improvement’ on 

the invoice. mail it back, and you owe us nothing 

Fair enough? If you want to save the price of a new 
barrery, send for AD-X2 today! 


JOSEPH CONRAD & ASSOCIATES Dept. MT-6 
6610 S. Vermont Ave., Los Anae'es 44, California 


Give Your Cara 
micLion DOLLAR LUSTER 
with AURA WAX 
8 Ox. Can $1.65 Postpaid 


AURA CHEMICAL CO 
435 ae hl 602 
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Spotlight on Detroit 

(Continued from page 56) 
which surely is worthy of a position in 
Detroit’s Hall of Fame. If you are one 
of those who keeps his new car for a 
few years, it may well be that you'll 
graduate to jets the next time around. 
Nothing that designer George Huebner 
said to the crowd of spectators indicated 


that it was more than a few years 
away. Here now, though, is 
COAXIAL POWER STEERING, an- 


other Chrysler first. Essentially, as far 
as driver reaction goes, this is the same 
old “full-time” system, but consider- 
ably simplified and altered mechanical- 
ly. We say it is a “first” because the 
abandonment of Gemmer as a supplier 
makes Chrysler the first to manufac- 
ture its own power steering mechanism. 
Other companies all buy theirs from 
outside vendors. Another Chrysler an- 
nouncement which we are not quite 
sure is a first (we have heard other 
companies talking “off-the-record” about 
their versions ) is . 


PLASTIC DIES for stamping steel body 


parts. The importance of plastic dies 
is that they are a relatively cheap 
way to turn out a limited production 
steel automobile. This also holds true 
of Kirksite (a zinc alloy ), which is com- 
ing into use. It is a revolution as far 
as the independents are concerned, be- 
cause tooling costs are what have kept 
these companies behind the eight-ball 
in the styling department. Not that 
there is anything wrong with their de- 
signs when freshly introduced; it’s just 
that they have to live with them (for 
reasons of dollars and cents) several 
years longer than a member of the Big 
Three. Plastic dies are awfully close to 
being sturdy enough to turn out 100,- 
000 metal stampings before wearing 
out. This is a year’s production for 
most independents (several years for 
specialty items such as_ convertible 
parts), and, considering the almost 70 
per cent cost differential in favor of 
plastic over metal dies, it looks like 
Hudson, Nash, Packard, and others 
might dust off a few spare drawing 
boards and add to their styling staff. 
Sure to benefit is . 


KAISER-WILLYS, where both common 


styling and engines are a matter of sur- 
vival. The move to Toledo is practical- 
ly complete. Two varieties of Henry Js 
in one body style, two varieties of 
Kaisers in two body styles, three vari- 
eties of Willys in two body styles, and 
umpteen varieties of Jeeps and station 
wagons all move down the single as- 
sembly line at the rate of 25 vehicles 
per hour. At least it’s one place where 
the production worker doesn’t get bored 
by the sameness of things. Maybe this 
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WHITE WALLS 5 


100% NATURAL RUBBER 





EASY TO PUT ON! 


Turn your present black tires into 
custom white side walls, with these 
thick, natural rubber WHITE WALLS. 
Absolute perfection and satisfac- 
tion assured. Everything furnished 
for all four tires. Mail check or 
money order NOW. Introductory 
price for complete kit: only $9.95 


postpaid. Sold coast to coast. Department T6 
















All Styles To Fit All Cars 


Foreign e Antique e American 


World Famous 


Lamps 
Greater Safety - Longer Life 
Finer Appearance 
Distributors in U.S.A. Sea/e4 en og 

bo, 

Motor Co.) 


245 W. Séth St.. New York 19, N. Y. 
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Save Money! 


on Maintenance .*° . Gas and 
Oil with the 
AUTO-VAC 
Air Master! 
Get more power, better per- 


formance from your car, truck 
or bus. 





$15.00 P.P. 


WRITE: 


AUTO-VAC AIR MASTER Dep’t M-4 
Box 926, Richfield, Minn. 
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of stock car and hot rod es as 


Comptete with the welder of 1001 uses. Easily oper- 
bn mane ated from properly wired 110 volt AC 
p ies. te °F DCline, The ideal gift with a life- 
handieatmetai- long use... . Order today on 10 day 
craft work money back guarantee. 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
Literature on large r equipment on request 


1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, Ill., Dept. F-27-F 








— — — eee eee 


Non-profit Organization offers automobile 
literature—old, new and foreign; dealer books, 
service manuals, glossy photographs; free 
motor magazines. Write today; get on free 
mailing list. Auto Maniacs of America, 
Stockbridge, Mich. 
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1954 MONTE CARLO RALLY 
DKW 3-6 Cylinder 
Uig. by Auto-Union, Germany 
"54 Monte Carlo Rally. Won °54 British 
International Rally in 1000ce class. All three 
DKW’s fastest of their class in Prescott Hill Test 
Distributor and Dealer Inquiries Invited 
ARTHUR B. ZWEBELL 
4025 Lankershim Bivd., No. Hollywood, Calif. 


First in 
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is why the Kaiser-Willys CIO Local 12 
recently took the unprecedented action 
of almost unanimously voting them- 
selves what amounts to a temporary 
five to 10 per cent pay cut. However, 
the new pay plan has a bonus feature 
which ‘should soon wipe out the cut. 
Ostensibly, the move was a farsighted 
effort on the part of union officials to 
reduce costs for a temporarily beleag- 
ured employer. However, we feel that 
the guys, the, plain rank and. file, just 
like to work *therejwand yariety is one 
of the reasons. Also in the realm of 
speculation are the. . . 


PREDICTIONS OF THE MONTH, 
which spot Chevy’s 1955 V8 as over- 





square, 3°4-inch stroke and 3-inch bore. | 
You'll probably see this engine a little | 


sooner than you expected because they 


will not sit still at Ford Thunderbird | 


announcement time. A V8 Corvette | 
with hardtop is in the offing for some- | 
time in September. Both standard | 


Chevy and Pontiac will have entirely | 


new body shells (including wrap-around 
windshields) and Pontiac’s forthcom- 
ing V8 will be very close to 287 cubic 
inches. We expect public announce- 
ment of these two entirely new cars 
sometime shortly before Christmas of 
this year. Lincoln is busy too; we an- 
ticipate a switch to Borg-Warner auto- 
matic transmission and entirely 
styling plus their own version of the 


plastic-roofed hardtop. Mercury’s XM- | 


800 is said to be committed for produc- 

tion, and Hudson will have Italias for 

sale (at about $6000) within a month. 
’ —-Don MacDonald 





Driving Around 
with Walt Woron 


(Continued from page 59) 


parcel of land, extending the present 214- 
mile course to 344 miles. On this he has 
an unusually steep hillclimb (which could 
be used separately), more curves and 
bends through a wooded section, and an 
over-half-mile straight. This would be 
more suitable for the big cars. The prob- 
lem now seems to be, “Who has the 
money to pave the course?” 


THE DAY BEFORE we went to press 
with this issue of MT, I had an oppor- 
tunity to drive the new Powerflite- 
equipped Plymouth. This automatic trans- 
mission is used in conjunction with a 
larger-bore-and-stroke Plymouth engine 
rated at 110 hp. The more powerful en- 
gine and combination torque converter- 
planetary gearbox gives the car more and 
smoother acceleration than a stick-shift 
Plymouth. 

The transmission is virtually the same 
as that used on the Chrysler, except for the 
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Men who know motors—professional 
mechanics and hobbyists alike—know 
that an engine just can’t run right with a 
dirty carburetor. They’ll tell you that 
even a tiny speck of dirt or a thin film of 
gum inside the carburetor will cause 
rough idling, bucking, and a loss of speed. 


With GUMOUT and KIT you can clean 
your carburetors without taking them off 
the engine. GUMOUT and KIT includes 
a pint of GUMOUT and a life-time service 
kit to feed quick-cleaning GUMOUT 
directly into the carburetor. 


Sold by leading SPEED SHOPS and 
AUTO SUPPLY STORES. GUMOUT 
and KIT, complete, $3.95. GUMOUT 
refills, $1.50 per pint can. 





GUMOUT DIVISION 
Pennsylvania Refining Company 
2673 Lisbon Road, Cleveland 4, Ohio 








Install white side walls on your 
present black tires. Not a paint but 
real, live 100% cured rubber that 
becomes a permanent part 
of your present tires. SERS 
WHITE SIDE WALLS 410% 


5 tire kit only $12.95 






“As easy as patching a tire.” Everything 

furnished. Gives a car the beautiful look 
of having expensive Mid-Century white 
walls. Send today. 50% on all C.O.D.s. 


SEYCO PRODUCTS CORPORATION @ Dept. MT, 3299-D Calvert Ave., Detroit 6, Michigan 


Dealer, jobber and distributor inquiries 
invited. Sold nationally. Write today. 



















CONVERTIBLE OWNERS 


At Last! Something NEW and PRACTICAL for Fabric Tops 


it's “TOP SECRET” 


The amazing plastic formula for 
lasting protection and beauty. 


One quart is enough for two complete coats for the aver- 

age top. Easy to apply (with ordinary paint brush); easy 
to keep clean; remains pliable; allows normal fading; perma- 
nent waterproof protection. Will not fade, check or peel; can’t 
rub or wash off. Choice of smart colors: Tan, Forest Green, 
Black, Royal Blue, Red or White. At your dealers or only $4.95 
per qt. ppd. direct from: 

“TOP SECRET” Mfg. Co. 

5160-A Vineland Ave., North Hollywood, Calif. 


(jobber and dealer inquiries invited) 
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ENGINE SHAMPOO 
QUART SIZE CONCENTRATE 


MAKES 2 GALLONS 


GUNK SUPER CON- 
CENTRATE DILUTES 
with low-cost kero- 
sene or fuel oil dis- 
tillate and cleans en- 
gine blocks faster 
and more completely 
than steam cleaning. 
In quart and larger 
sizes at wholesale 
automotive jobbers 
throughout the coun- 
try. Extra strength, 
ready-to-use Gunk in 
pint containers is 
available from any 
of the Harley-David- 
son motorcycle deal- 
ers everywhere. 








































PIM 
McBar Adaptor Housings 








MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 
2—Cad and Olds to °52-54 Ford & Mere 

Cad and Olds to °49-51 Ford & Mere 

© CF-40—Cad and Olds to °32-48 Ford & Merc, Lincoln, 
Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 

@ 52-LF-52—Lincoln OHV to °52-54 Ford & Mer 

© 52-LF-50—Lincoln OHV to °49-5] Ford & Mere 

© 52-LF-40—Lincoln OHV to °32-48 Ford & Mer 

© LF-40—'49-51 Linc. FH to °32-48 Ford-Merc-Linc., ete. 

© CRF-52—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to °52-53 Ford & Mere 

© CRF-50—’'51-53 Chrysler V8 to °49-51 Ford & Mere 

© CRF-40—'51-53 Chrysler to '32-48 Ford & Mere 

¢ CSM—Cad & Olds to 53-54 Stude manual transmission 

@ CSA—Cad and Olds to Stude automatic transmission 


FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
Inquiry invited. Proper clutch recommendations. 
an nr aq eee, oo, 
5 
uw MT 





WHOLESALE SPEED 
PARTS FOR ALL CARS 


So" 
NEW! Giant ” 
1954 Catalog of auTomorive 


AUTO [:.2"75 
PARTS 


AND 


Accessories 


World's s Largest Selection 
items at 
WHOLESALE PRICES! 


west “CHARLEY SPEED SHop 
Box L143086, Chatanooga, Tenn. 





YOU SAVE 10 50% poeta 
Ready now.. Wholesale Prices! 











Auto radios — 
Mufflers, pipes — 
Engines, parts— 
Transmissions— 
Tires, tubes — 
Tools — Springs. 
shocks — {gnition 


— for your car, = 
= -styled car, or hot rod...all at rock- 
bottom wholesa ices! Hard-to-find 

equipment, parts for cars from 1920 to 1954 
cnods eis! New HOLLYWOOD ACCES- 
SORIES; HIGH-SPEED PARTS; CUS- 
TOM-STYLING EQUIPMENT! 
FREE; . valuable Check Chart showing how you can know 

if your car is safe—sent free if you mail coupon for 
catalog TODAY with 25c to help pay postage and handling. 
We credit the 25¢ on your first $5-or-more order, so Catalog 
will then be FREE TO YOU. Fill in and mail Coupon NOW! 
J.C. WHITNEY & CO., 1917 O-6 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, lil. 
ae a ow oo 
‘s He C. WHITNEY & CO. q 

917 0.6 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, lil. 

Rash giun. i954 Catalog of auto parts and accessories at { 

le prices. I enclose 25¢ to cover part of cost, which 
j will be credited to me on my first $5.0)-or-more order. § 
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number of plates in the planetary gearing 
and a smaller torque converter. It has the 
same shift gate as that used on all Power- 
flites. 

In normal driving, you place the gear- 
shift in D (drive range) and never have 
to move it except to reverse. It starts in 
low range (L), upshifting at 10-15 mph 
normally, and at around 50 if you keep 
your foot in it. You can also use low 
range for braking down (below 48 mph). 
Upshifts and downshifts both were smooth 
on the test car I had (one with virtually 
no mileage ). 

—Walt Woron 





Stingy Studebaker 
Snares Sweepstakes 


(Continued from page 27 ) 


never pushed down suddenly, keeping sud- 
den wasteful spurts of gasoline from pour- 
ing into the intake manifold. To prevent 
undue wind resistance, they drove with 
windows up. To keep down the horse- 
power loss through the generator, no elec- 
trical equipment was used unnecessarily. 

This isn’t the first time it’s been said 
that the average car owner can’t duplicate 
the kind of mileage that’s obtained in the 
Mobilgas Economy Run. And yet, we got 
comparable mileage in a Ford Six, merely 
by observing restraint and consistency in 
driving. But, that’s another story—one that 
we'll give you next month Walt Woron 











Glove Compartment | 


from page 9) | 


WHEN WE PUBLISHED our report on the 
Chrysler New Yorker Deluxe (March '54), 
we weren't able to give you the top speed 
figures on this luxury family sedan. Last 
week Chrysler Corp. let us have another 
car for these top speed runs. Fastest run was 


(Continued 


116.3 mph, slowest 109.9, and the average 
of four runs was 113.1. 

KUSTOMS OF AMERICA is a new organ- 
ization formed for the mutual benefit of 


George Bar- 
being 
customs 


custom automobile enthusiasts. 
whose name you'll recognize as 
with many outstanding 
featured in MOTOR TREND, is the organ- 
ization’s president. Barris states that ‘““mem- 
bership will pay for itself many times over 
during the coming years, as you participate 
in the big discounts available to club mem- 
bers on custom accessories, national auto 
magazines, club emblems, plaques and jack- 
ets, trophies, speed equipment, and many 
other items.” 

The club is ready to help you in the 
formation of custom car clubs, and organiza- | 
tion of shows. Automobile enthusiasts who | 
would like more information on their cus- 
tomizing hobby and this club may write 
Kustoms of America, 5864 Hollywood Blvd., 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 


ris, 
associated 


—The Editors 


THOSE WHO CARE 


FOR THEIR 
CAR USE 


ION-20 


(pat. pend.) 


NEW! 


lon-Equilibrium 


Process 


Write today for free literature 
or send $3.00 m.o. or check 
for a treatment. 


Wong 





CLEANER 


PRIDE in the appearance of your car 
can now include your cooling system! 
ION-20 cleans radiator, thermostat 
and block like new. You can actually 
see and feel the cleanliness. 

Enjoy the satisfaction of having a 
cooling system look and act like new. 








| Moviltiswcicisa ter 
3259 Madison Rd., Cincinnati 9, Ohio 
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easy charg 


| FORD- METEOR GRILLE 





NEW 40 PAGE CATALOG. COVERS: 

ges beiween models and years. 
@ Ful! i! ceoteintel instructions on each change. 
@ Complete parts listings. 
@ New low prices and dealer discounts. 
@® Send 50c ‘Refundable on first order) 


To GILBERTCRAFTS 


13 Jessie St. 
Brockville, 


Conversion 
Kits 
‘51 -° 
Fords & 
Mercurys 


Ontario 

























LEOPARD and ZEBRA SEAT COVERS 


BUY DIRECT FROM FACTCRY 


Give your car that breathtaking 
custom look with these smartly 
tailored seat covers. A complete 


front and back set in heavy, simu 
lated Leopard Skin and Zebra Hide. 


Oniy $35.95 (for trim, $5.50 yd 
@ specify year, 


w ce 


Wie: 


orieriy 


54” 


make and model of car. Send small 
deposit—halance C.0.D 


KLEINMAN’S 


4264 Woodward e Detroit 1, 


Dept. M-23 











343 





8 O1 


Can Only $1 


AURA CHEMICAL CO 
S$. Dearborn St." 


602 








Dept. 
Chicago 4 
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Coll'N’ Swap 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
ynclucing name and address), first come, first served; 
we seserve the right to edit where necessary; we 
are not responsible for accuracy of descriptions, 
adthough we will reject any misleading statements. 
y ‘ervice 18 not open to commercial advertisers. 
No ads will be accepted 1f payment is not made in 


advance and such communications will not be a- 
know ledged. Only one CAR may be listed in any 
angle Sell "N’ Swap insertion. This limitation will 
not apply io parts, catalogs, etc. The charge is 


four dollars per insertion. Recently we introduced a 
ervice in this department: With your ad, we'll 


neu 

publish selected photographs of cars you want to 
sell or swap. There's no cost to you for the cuts, but 
we'll have io decide which photos to use. Sorry, 


no photos can be returned.—Editor 


SELL 


52 ROLLS ROYCE Silver Dawn; 14,000 miles, per 
fect condition, originally $11,500, now $6000, 
never raced. J. Guedel, 8521 Beverly Blvd., Los An- 
geles 48, Calif. YOrk 6291. 

33 V-12 CADILLAC sport sedan; near perfect con- 
dition, 6 wire wheels, shiny black lacquer, very 
clean inside, runs perfectly, Pennsylvania inspected, 
very sharp, about $500. J. Nalle, 722 Hendren St., 
Philadelphia 28, Pa. 
3§ FORD conv. sedan: roll windows, rare model, 
absolutely stock, very nice condition, can drive any- 


where, new custom top, navy finish, new brakes, 
tires. D. Doman, Churchill Lane Fayetteville, N.Y. 
41 FORD conv.; chopped and channeled, 59A 
block, bored, stroked, ported, relieved, *4 cam, 
Zephyrs, total investment $3800, $885 cash. L 
Hanief. 229 S. Elm Dr., Beverly Hills, Calif. 

52 SINGER 1500 cc, one year in storage, never 


raced, must sell immediately and first $975 takes it, 
perfect, but needs new top. C. Bauer, 6830 N. Kil- 
dare, Lincolnwood 30, IIl. 

33 V-16 CADILLAC ENGINE, World's Fair show 
model, black, engine-turned aluminum, heads baked 





black enamel, engine accessories chromed, some pieces 
missing, $150. W. O'Leary, 730 E. Highview Ter- 
race, Lake Forest, Ill. 

25 STUDEBAKER brougham; rare, 
almost completely restored, original top and uphol- 


46,000 miles, 


stery like new, pics on request, will sacrifice for 
$450. Mrs. R. Cotter, 5253 18th Ave. N.E., Seattle 
5, Wash. 

53 PORSCHE 1500 Super hardtop; 4000 miles, 
never raced, metallic blue, beige leather interior, re- 
clining seats, one with headrest, showroom condi 
tion, $3600. H. McMahon, 1519 Jaggard St., 
Altoona Pa. Phone 36501. 
37 PACKARD Super Eight limousine; 45,000 ac 
tual miles, excellent original condition throughout, 
four new tires, battery, drive anywhere, consider 
$600. P. Long, 1606 W. 17th, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

37 812 CORD supercharged Westchester sedan: ex 
terior and interior in original mint condition, all 
mechanical parts completely rebuilt, complete extra 
cat for parts included, $1200. M. Gould, RD #1, 
Dallas, Pa. 

49 FORD customized club coupe; maroon, chopped 
top, dechromed, ‘53 Pontiac tail lights, remodeled 
interior, original engine, many extras, $1050 cash, 
will take trade. E. Mills, 50 S. Brooklyn Ave., 
Wellsville, N.Y. 

AUBURN EIGHT supercharged phaeton; excellent 
condition, new top, paint, etc., original except front 
bumper, 4000 miles since factory overhaul. J. 
Huron, Box 464, Olney, IIl. 

35 AUBURN Speedster; Cad ohv engine, Hydra- 
Matic and steering; original Lycoming engine with 
new blower, transmission and steering goes with car 
must sacrifice, best offer. W. Dahl, Re. 1, Wayzata, 
Minn. Beach 306). 

32 FORD sports rod; full coil spring suspension, 
power brakes, Merc engine. fully chromed, Lincoln 
gears, interior completely leatherette, top chopped 4 
im., beste offer over $900. W. Kiely, 55-25 31st 
Ave., Woodside, L.I]., N.Y. RA 6-5023. 

48 CONTINENTAL; ‘49 Lincoln V8 engine, green, 
padded removable black top, tonneau cover, excellent 
throughout, asking $3100, make offer. R. Barnett, 
109 W. 7th St., Peru, Ind. 

ENGINES: '52 Lincoln, '53 Chrysler, 53 Stude 
baker, all new, complete with accessories, bargains. 
R. Barnett, 109 W. 7th St., Peru, Ind. 

31 FRANKLIN 6-cyl., 2-door sport conv., struc- 
turally and mechanically excellent, aluminum body 
No. 230, Startix starter, manual, plenty of extra 
parts, new top, windshield, $400. R Beal, Wagon 
Wheel Lodge, Boulder, Colo. 
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OF THE 
MONTH 


chrome, 


Triple 





“a SKIRTS 





pr. 
Super 
Deluxe $9.90 
Nosh Rambler. 52-54 rs 35-52 


Nash Ambasdr.... 49-54 
Ford ‘ 36-54 
ford (pick-up) 53-54 
ro ed ve | Chey —......... 25-54 
Olds (exc. 98)... 35-53 | Buick........35, 41, 50-53 
Pont 35-54 Willys 52-54 


Skirts are all steel with concealed rubber liner 
The easily installed skirts are primed for paint 


GENUINE 


CONTINENTAL KIT 


$3975 


fect 49-54 


KITS AVAILABLE 50-54 Pont 78.95 

| FOR ALL CARS 52-54 Mere soseesen 18.95 
| 9 51-54 Stude 78.95 }| 54 Buick ALL..........83.95 
53-54 Plym & Dodge 78.95 53-54 Olds 98, 88......83.95 

34 Cad 109.75 52-53-54 Line - 86.95 
Kits come primed for paint. Optional chrome tire 


over rim, add $15.00. Specify make, model car and 





Seis muf.- 


filers, 





Exhaust HEADER SETS 
=e "$9995 
33 
FORD, MERC 37-54 all 
CHEV 41-54 (except conv.) 
AVAILABLE FOR MOST ALL CARS 
include headers, header extensions, 
it orth y soe and brackets. 
“Ding Dong” BERMUDA BELL 
An unusual accessory—chrome finish, 
pleasant two tone signal. Easily in- 
stalied under car floor by driver's 
‘itor S95" $4.75 
AUTO DISCOUNT CO. 
1529-T6 VICTORY BOULEVARD 
GLENDALE 1, CALIFORNIA 





WHEEL 
DISCS 


Ease 


heavy gauge metal. 
DURABLE, finished to a high lustre. 









95 


(15” or 16”) 





STOP THIEF! HUBCAP LOCKS 7.95 


(set of four) 


$°725 
Electric Door Kit... T’ mass - 


Any Car) 
WIRE WHEEL DISCS 


$39.75 "i 


set of four with locks 
Regular price was $99.50 


CUSTOM GRILLE BAR 


15° 


49-52, 54 Ford 


ELECTRIC TRUNK 
OR HOOD KIT 


Complete kit with 


instructions. 


(Two Doors 











49-51 Merc 
53 Ford.......$6.45 
Specity make & year Triple enrome heavy stee 





SMOOTH-IN Customize 
$495 KIT 


complete 
Perfect for dechroming, smoothing-in seams, 
repairing rust outs. A real goodie! No lead- 
ing. welding, or soldering necessary. Enough 
fiberglas & plastic for 3 sq. ft. Easy applica- 
tion. Other larger kits also available. 


HIDE-AWAY REAR AERIAL KIT 


DUAL KIT 
15 FT. WIRE 


(2 AERIALS) 12 
$45 


25% dep. on all C.O.D. orders, F.O.B. Glendale 
Add 3% sales tax in California 








1 REAR AERIAL 
15 FT. WIRE 

















sale nows 


June Hot. Rod 


HORSEPOWER vs. RPM 
.. is there a substitute for inches? 


DROP THAT FORD! 

- how to lower the new °54 
ENGINE BALANCING 
... the hows and whys 


HOT ROD vs. SPORTS CARS 
... Buick-powered °32 runs away 
from foreign jobs 


57 

















Here it is! ‘52-53-54 Ford V8 owners! 
JUST OUT—BRAND NEW 


a 


—12°-—— —> 





GLISTENING BEAUTY FOR THE MOST 
CONSPICUOUS PART UNDER YOUR HOOD! 
Highly Polished Aluminum Cover for your 

Stock Oil Bath Air Filter 
@ No sacrifice in engine protection, your 
present oil bath filter remains in 
place... 
® Simple installation, removal . . . 
© Satisfaction guaranteed .. . 
®@ Send cash, check or money order . . . 


(dealer inquiries invited) 





RELIABLE METAL SPINNING CORP. 
522 E. Wabash St., indianapolis 4, Ind. 
overall height: 
$7.95 





For filters approx. 634” 
(CD ‘52-53 DD ‘54 


For filters approx. 7/2” overall height: 
D ‘54 $8.95 


*Note: Both above-mentioned sizes are cur- | 
rently used on the ‘54 V8. Be sure to check 
before ordering. 
| 
| 


zone... .state..... 
Quality Spun Products since 1936 


WWA? 
see page 60 


ADD GLAMOUR 


TO YOUR CAR DOORS 
WITH 


Beautiful, Protective 
CHROME- 
DOOR -EDGE 


* It's Flexible — Bends to Any Shape 
* Fits Any Car, Any Model, Any Year 
® So Easy to Install, Anyone Can Do It 






























*® Chrome covered metal — Not a Plastic 


Beautify your car's appearance! Give perma 
nent protection to door edges quickly, simply 
inexpensively. Chrome-Door-Edge is a spe- 
cially designed chrome-covered metal mould- 
ing! Bends to any shape, fits any car, any 
model, any year. Will not rust, crack or chip 
Complete “Do-it-Yourself kits contain 
Chrome-Door-Edge for 2 door or 4 doors 
Detailed instructions and everything you need 
installation is SO simple, ANYONE can do it! 


2-Door Kit — $3.85 plus postage 
4-Door Kit + $5.85 plus postage 
Send full amount and we will pay postage. Or 
mail $1.00 with order and we will mail your order 
C00. for balance 
ANZICK AUTO BODY PARTS CO. 
23675 MOUND RD., DEPT 1-6 VAN DYKE, MICH 
Please send me Chrome-Door-Edge kit checked above 














SELL (Continued) 


'39 PACKARD Super Eight; Mohawk gray, custom 


interior, sidemounts with mirrors, chrome wheel 
discs, overdrive, new Denman a tires, 52,000 
miles, perfect throughout, _— . Dorio, 360 Te 
mona Dr., Pitesburgh 

CUSTOM MERCURY; "full race engine, channeled 
and sectioned, four-passenger, pi upholstery, 
radio, heater, 6000 miles, comple "52, $1800 or 
— R. Trammel, 220 W. Cornell Dr., Rialto, 


Cal 

"52  K-120 JAGUAR hardtop; $600 in 
continental tire, radio, heater, tinted glass, duals, 
gold trophy goes with car, like new, storage 10 
months, best offer. E. Ramsay, 1210 E. 55th Sc., 
Chicago, Ill. 

'32 MODEL J DUESENBERG LeBaron phaeton, 
completely restored by experts, showroom condition, 


extras, 





$3500. B. Berger, 2415 N. Pulaski Rd., Chicago 39, 


‘48 CONTINENTAL conv.; black, new white orlon 
‘50 Lincoln V8 engine, overdrive, power 
, Mallory ignition, whitewalls, showroom con- 
dition, $3800. MacDonald, 50358 Bay Court 
Rd., New Baltimore, Mich. 
812 CORD phaeton; rear wheel drive, 100°% mint 
Cord body and suspension, beautifully restored, Olds 
V8 engine, overdrive, 0-60 12 secs., new lacquer, 
chrome, leather, top, ere, $1595. R. Howe. 
ty Box 60, Greenwood Lake, N.Y. Phone 7-2195. 
CONTINENTAL ok mon 48,000 actual miles, 
i. % green, a real beauty in superior condition, 
$2500. E. Curren, 26 W. Gaylord Ave., Shelby, 


Ohio 
02 “SEARS MOTOR BUGGY, good running condi- 
tion, 2 cylinders, 2 mufflers, black body, red 





solid tires, good top, best offer near $1200 


wheels, 
or over. F. Eimer, 827 Logan St., 
‘37 CORD supercharged trunk sedan, one of the 
few big league classics, body excellent, mechanically 
good, $2000 has been spent Oo yy this car, 
priced to sell, $1000. Br. Griffin, 823 
Nat'l Bank Bidg., Peoria, Ill. 


Louisville, Ky. 


‘32 PACKARD conv.; red, shell fenders, rumbleseat, 
continental rear, engine, traasmission, tires, finish 
in good-to-top shape, $350 or best offer, pics, info 


available. R. Ryan, Gobles, Mich. 

‘18 FORD Tudor coupe, unbelievably new condition, 
—. paint, engine, museum piece, sacrifice for 
$550. R. Eaglin, 125 W. State, Geneva, Ill. 

48 CONTINENTAL featured Sept. ‘53 MT. ‘52 
Cad engine, orlon de ville top, upholstering, carpet- 
ing, paint, body all restored or replaced, cost $7000, 
sell $3000 or best offer. I. Metzenbaum, 1252 Su 
perior Ave., Cleveland 14, Ohio 
CLASSIC CAR SALES CATALOG. Packard, Lincoln, 
Cadillac, Pierce Arrow, Chrysler, orphan and foreign, 
etc. Minimum $5. Also MoToR (N.Y.) annual. 
Details for large stamped addressed envelope. A. 
Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore Ave., Los Angeles 4, Calif. 
‘32 AUBURN 12-cyl. 4-door sedan, 2-speed axle, 
wire wheels, 52.000 actual miles, A-1 running con- 
dition, engine never been opened up, $800. C. 
Glover, 406 E. 6th St. Leadville, Colo. 

PART: ge Sr. Six, Duesenberg J, Marmon 78, 
Packard 1-36, Stutz, T, A and B Ford, large amount 


of racing equipment included. G. Zameit, 2227 N. 
Sawyer Ave., i 47, Ill. 
25 LINCOLN -passenger touring, complete, mint 


condition, 

National Guard, rubbed finis 

where, $2000. J. McDonald, 

Arbor, Mich. 

‘29 PACKARD 7-passenger 640-custom eight tour- 

- windscreen rear seat, engine rebuilt, new tires, 
minimum of work to Ist class shape, $1200. J. 
mald, 1039 S. Main St., Ann Arbor, Mich. 


phe ly general's staff car Michigan 
h, ready to go any- 
1039 S. Main St., Ann 


First | 








FLASH! Mr. B. D. Proos Hoogendifi has again won 
the Grand Prix d’H du le Confort 
in_the 1954 Rallye Monte Carle with ‘his “SPEED. 


my Woe 


® ‘4 200, 000 


CANDLEPOWER FOR 
SAFETYat HIGH SPEEDS 
Special sealed-beam airplane landing 
light unit 


P1195 cach 
Five times brighter than headlights 100 Watt 





yet only 534” dia. by 342” deep 
Many used for mountain and lonely Specify: 
road driving Gor 12 Volt. 










Built-in metal glare deflector 
Modern flat pyrex lens 
Aluminum mounting bracket and 
heavy wiring furnished 
Beautiful chrome-plated finish 
Can be used singly or in pairs 
Fit American or Foreign cars 


Available only trom: 






950 W. CHICAGO AVE. © CHICAGO 22, iL 


NOW! USE YOUR WILLYS 
OR DODGE AS BOTH A 2 
and 4 WHEEL DRIVE 


Give your 4-wheel-drive Willys 
or Dodge 2-wheel pep, power, 
speed, extra mileage, passenger 
car performance—as well as 4- 
wheel power & traction! Change 
from 2-wheel to 4-wheel or back 
in seconds with fingertip control. 
Warn hubs reduce wear on front 
axle assembly and front tires, 
eliminate shimmy, increase gas mileage up to 6 
m.p.g. Locking Hub for Willys, $69, Dodge $74 pr., 
ppd. Also available: Warn Standard Hub for Willys 
$20 pr., Dodge $23 pr., Land Rover $24 pr., and 
Warn Automatic Hub for Willys $120 pr., ppd. At 
dealers or direct. Money back guarantee. WARN 
MFG. CO., Riverton Box 6064-TD. Seattle 88. Wash. 
ene MARE ET RE mS mR ERE 
NOW!—an MG Turn Signal i 
flashes front & rear—night or day 
Neo light modifications! Uses wing-light and stop- 
light filoments —both operate normally except when 
flashing. Kit is complete; includes knob, chrome- 
grey dial, prewired switch assembly, 12 v. flasher, | 
easy instructions, and wiring diagrams. 
H&H TRAFFICATOR 
Box 172 + Warrington, Pa. 









_! 





ONLY ‘15.95 ppd. 
(dir. discounts avail.) 





(Formerly BARON LEATHER CREME) 


CLEANS @ CONDITIONS @ PROTECTS 
Leather or plastic. Highly concentrated. 


8 OZ. $1.50 PPD. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
TANNER PRODUCTS, Dept. MT 
716 E. Washington Bivd., L.A., Calif. 





We handle many nationally-advertised parts 
and = aeccessories—such as Gotha Exhaust 
Fittings and manifold flanges, Auto Moly 
Engine Lubricants, Hellings Bonnet Air 
Cleaners, Triple Fire Spark Plugs. 








WIPE OFF 


QUICK and EASY—Only ONE Product To Use 


A safe, otiatons « cleaner incorporated into ONLY 
& paste w at gives your car a million 
dollar luster, with Lag - y x. -" 
Combines the ease of a 1° 5 
with the menage oo ofa t bard aster wax. 
sufficient for 


8 Os. 
pee cheek Teday! Satletaction 1 —~ 
I Sorry Ne C.0.D. Orders. 


Dept 


AURA CHEMICAL CO T-5 
602) Ch 


n St 


cago 4. Illinois 


343 S Dearbor 
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JAGUAR XK three-carburetor manifold and fittings 
with extra new SU carburetor, $175. Also ring and 
pinion gears, 4.27-1 for Mark VII, $50. F. Nalley, 
906 Garden St., Santa Barbara, Calif. Phone 2-7379. 
JAGUAR XK 31% liter dual ohc engine, only 
12.000 miles, out of Mark VII, like new, never 
saced, on stand with Mark VII radiator, press starter 
to run, $800. F. Nalley. 906 Garden St., Santa 
Barbara, Calif. Phone 2-7379. 
37 PACKARD Super Eight, Model 1014, 7-pas- 
senger limousine, exceptional condition except engine 
needs work, sidemounts, radio, tinted glass, all 
original, $350 or offer. S. Johnson, 222 Sth St., 
Idaho Falls, Ida. 
28 REO FLYING CLOUD 4-door, body, paint, en- 
gine, interior excellent, 30,000 miles, best offer 
over $300. R. Folger, 201 Sansome Str., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 
41 CADILLAC 60-S Fleetwood, perfect condition 
throughout, rich maroon lacquer, new black rayon 
seat covers, whitewalls, front end, springs, clutch, 
complete, service record available. E. Dunn, 812 
Yale Station, New Haven, Conn. 
431 REO sport sedan, less than 23,000 original 
miles, wire wheels, sidemounts, probably the best 
me y of this model in existence, might consider 
R. Braun, 4860 Indian Trail, Saginaw, Mich. 
Prose 4-5804. 
36 PACKARD conv. sedan, Dietrich aluminum 
body, just overhauled, leather upholstery, wire 
wheels, automatic lubrication, radio, heater, abso- 
lutely excellent throughout, powerful and quiet. R 
Braun, 4860 Indian Trail, Saginaw, Mich. Phone 
A 5804. 

7 CORD conv., excellent condition, fully equipped, 
new top, red paint, white upholstery, red floor rugs, 
piston rings, super camshaft. chrome, etc., $1500. T. 
Ciuba, 3005 Colquitt St., Wichita Falls, Texas. 

‘41 CONTINENTAL conv.. ‘50 Merc engine, new 
imterior, paint, 15 in. whitewalls, deliver for ex- 
renses, $1200. J. Davis, 907 Laredo, Laredo, Texas: 
'33, PACKARD eight leather-top coupe, 127 in. 
wheelbase, 6 wire wheels, sidemount covers, runs 
good, ideal for restoring, all original equipment, 
$100. 1. Seal, 315 W. Victoria Se., Santa Barbara, 
Calif. Phone 2-9441. 

'33 ROLLS P-2 Derby left-hand drive chassis, AJS- 
297, sold new in °34, restyled town car, new rings, 





pins, inserts, clutch, front brakes. $1800. L. Guszak, 
2430 Prescott, Corpus Christi, Texas. 

53 CHRYSLER PARTS: 4x35/8 racing pistons, 
rings, leads, valves, fiywhee!, c'utch, adiustab’e rock- 
ers, McBar ada>tor, Cunningham cam, chromed 
covers, solid lifter setup, never run, $650. B. Duerr, 
Rt. 1, 100 Highland Rd., Tristate Village, Hinsdale, 
Ill. 

38 MODEL K LINCOLN 7-passenger brougham 
body by Brunn, original, extra engine and parts, 
original cost over $7000, best offer over $500 takes 
Cai a Zeiph, 202 Santos St., San Francisco 24, 
Cali 

'34 FORD full-fendered roadster, new 190-hp full- 
race Merc engine, black lacquer, whitewalls, new 
top, rolled, pleated upholstery, everything chromed, 
$1200. M. Tomforde, 3833 Ella Lee Lane, Houston 
19, Texas. 

'25 STUTZ Special Six touring, original throughout, 
excellent condition, new 6.50 x 20 tires all around, 





originai factory handbook, $1150. W. Ruger, South- 
port, Conn. 

41 CONTINENTAL conv., excellent engine and 
body, new Firestone puncture-proof tires and tubes, 
cream yellow paint and top both new, very moder- 
ately customized, $990. W. Weiss, 509'4 Sixth 
Ave., Montgomery, W. Va. 

‘17 PAIGE chummy coupe in excellent condition 
throughout, pees stored for 30 years, good tires, best 
offer over $700. Mrs. C. Wright, 1406 Kokomo 
St., Plainview, Texas. Phone 4-5302. 

32 LINCOLN LeBaron, Model KB, V12 conv. 
roadster, best offer. H. Neilson, Egypt Rd., R.D. 1, 
Box 159, Norristown, Pa. Valley Forge 9- 3391, 

‘37 PACKARD V-12> conv. being dismantled. Good 
body and engine parts, no hubcaps or emblems. Also 
‘29 Buick parts, P. Lever, 2462 N. Park, Tucson, 
riz. 


June 1954 


* FENTON - FENTON - FENTON - FENTON - FENTON - FENTON - FENTON - FENTON 








+ FENTON + FENTON - FENTON + FENTON - FENTON - FENTON - FENTON - FENTON - FENTON - FENTON 





The foremost name in speed equipment and custom acces- 
sories. Drivers, owners, mechanics agree that for power and 
performance Fenton is the brand to specify. 





Is the one name to remember when you buy cast iron exhaust 
headers, dual exhaust systems with steel or glass packed muf- 
flers, dual intake manifolds, quad throat carburetor manifolds, 
high compression cylinder heads, racing cams, lowering kits, 
and other accessories. 
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& 
= 
S Originators of cast iron exhaust headers, proven best in many 
= thousands of installations because they last the lifetime of the s. 
. car, create less heat under the hood and less detonation noise = 
= in the driver’s compartment. Perfect fitting for easy installation. = 
~- ‘ 
= = 
< 3 
= AVAIL : 
£ 54 CAST IRON = 
ANOTHER TROPHY EXHAUST HEADERS F 
. ed . 
S Driving his Fenton er at | Ford V-8 3 
= dster, Dempsey “ Class | Ford 6 ohv 2 
~ aaa 50 mph won the B Ana Oldsmobile 

ae et competition at tS 4954. Chevrole’ 

trip, Dodge 
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Mercury 


WRITE FOR FREE 
STANDARD AUTOMOTIVE ILLUSTRATED 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
3401 EAST PICO BLVD. *« LOS ANGELES 23, CALIFORNIA BROCHURE 








Prepare for a big income — unlimited opportu- INVESTIGATE TODAY! 


nity in the vast, ever-growing field of modern Take the first step NOW to 

automotive service— IN 12 WEEKS! SUN, the MORE MONEY, a secure 

world’s largest manufacturer of scientific auto- future—and your choice of 

motive test equipment, offers you their MOD- location when you gradu- 

ERN AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE course — the ate. Recommended 

only one of its kind by motor manufac- je°---- 

YOU TRAIN in Detroit —The Motor City — at turers. Approved 1 ss 

the completely-equipped SUN resident school. for veterans. } Sun Electric’ Corporation, Dept MT-254 

Your attention is focused on scientific testing— Classes scheduled 4 6323 Avondale Ave., Chicago 31, Illinois 

the only way to avoid guesswork servicing cars. in Detroit Tech- t Please send free details on MODERN AUTOMOTIVE 
nical Training 1 SERVICE course 











YOU LEARN basic operating principles and Center 
maintenance techniques by working on all types 
of the latest engines, transmissions, brakes, etc. 
YOU USE the latest scientific test instruments 
to observe performance and pin-point trouble. 


NAME 





sail ADDRESS 
ETM MAbenee CITY 0NE___STATE__ 





SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE «+ 
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with the ORIGINAL © 
GENUINE 
SOLID-COPPER 


COMPRESSION-RISER 
HEAD GASKET 


Simply install our specially designed 
COMPRESSION-RISER Gasket and enjoy 
all the advantages of higher compression 
—without buying expensive custom heads. 
Get increased horsepower, faster pickup, 
higher top speed — and to 5 extra 













miles per gal.! Famous new Almquist 
Gaskets are epanteed 2 ee FORD : 
sion to 8:1 or higher—and give J 
— a SIMILAR OR i 
HIGHER INCREASE 3 


ON OTHER MAKE 
CARS! In use through- 4 
out the world. Genu- : 
ine SOLID-COPPER 4 
Blow-out proof de- 
sign—FOR ANY CAR, 
RACER, etc. 





od LOLOR NE 


: "COMPRESSION 





HOW: 


Stock head gaskets, 
even when tightened, 
are almost .070’ thick 
—therefore the instal- 
lation of our special 
THIN .005’’-.018” solid- 


t Genuine 
COMPRESSION 
RISER Gasket 


RATIO 
8-9:1 
e oaUivatk gasket is 
T 
stock head milled .045” ane * 
to .060”. This reduces 

peor com chamber area BEWARE 
sufficiently to produce up- 

wards to one full point OF IMITATIONS 
increase in compression ra- I ; 

tio! More efficient — cooler 

running — higher H.P. 

FOR ALL CARS 
Fords & Meres—Pair....$6.95 





(Special Racing Set, $6.95 
All Other V-8 Cars, Presr7s «= EASY TOF 
8 Cyl. Inline Cars. .$8.95 : 
All 4 & 6 Cyl. Cars... $6. — Fl 
(Special H.C. Gasket yo 
e 
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CEMENT, only $1.) 


ATALOG 






















Biggest Almaquist 
Catalog in history! 
Shows all leading 
brands for ALL 
ears — Hi-Speed 
Equipment, Rac- 
ing Cams, Heads, 
Manifolds, Pis- 
tons, Engines, Su- 
perchargers, Ex- 
haust Systems, 
Duals, Newest 
Chrome ‘Dress 
Up” Accessories, 
Etec. 


Satisfaction 
guaranteed 
ENGINEERING 
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aoe eS =~ 
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SELL (Continued) 


"37 CORD sedan without trunk, maroon inside and 
out, new tires, $1150. H. Grosscup, Auburn, Ind. 
‘29 CHEVROLET six 2-door sedan for parts, runs 
well, upholstery bad, roof tight, Mass. inspection 
sticker, 7 tires, Sealed Beams, transmission and rear 
end good, $30. C. Osgood 186 Holbrook Rd., N. 
Quincy 71, Mass. 

‘36 AUBURN sedan, good running condition, misc. 
parts. C. Foss, 317 Veterans Ct., Forest Park, Ill. 
AUBURN Crosley radio, transmission, aluminum 
head, 2 mew head gaskets, other misc. items. C. 
Foss, 317 Veterans Ct., Forest Park, Ill. 

‘40 CONTINENTAL conv.; new top, paint, tires, 
Trippe lights, 2000 miles on new ‘51 Merc V8, no 
trades, write for details, $1000. M. Baker, 1068 
Lincoln, Kankakee, Ill. 

FORD T PARTS: wide selection, most kinds new 
and used parts including chromed hub caps, rear 
fenders, ‘17 and later, mimeographed listing sent 
free. E. Hemmings, 1036 Hampshire, Quincy, IIL. 
AUSTIN HEALEY 100, excellent condition, never 
raced or wrecked, full factory equipment plus spare 
parts and radio, 4200 miles, $2700 or best offer, 
can deliver. C. Bury, Box 2113, Blvd. Station, 
Norman, Okla. Phone 1668-W. 

*32 LINCOLN PARTS and '37 Packard parts, list- 
ing on request. W. McClintock, 409 Bethlehem Pike, 
Ambler, Pa. 

‘29 HUPMOBILE roadster parts: fenders, wheel 
covers, pistons, valves, drums, transmission, distribu- 
tor cap, exhaust pipe, etc. Most never used, $50 
takes all. B. Noon, 53 Westlake Ave., Oceanside, 


BEARINGS: Timken, New Departure, Hyatt, etc., 
some cups, mostly used; lenses; caps. W. Safford, 316 
S. Union St., Burlington, Vr. 

‘09 FORD, wooden body, newly restored, missing 
one fender and radiator, best offer over $750. C. 
Fuller, 1355 Holeon Rd., Muskegon, Mich. 

‘31 AUBURN, Model 989-A 4-door sedan, in daily 
use, average 300 miles a week, 6 wire wheels, good 
tires, $300 or best offer. F. Hoehn, 59 Stuart Ave., 
Malvern, L.IL., N.Y. 

‘35 PIERCE ARROW V-12 engine and transmis- 
sion, 45,000 miles, will sell together or separately, 
moke offer. Have many ‘29-30 PA 8 parts, state 
your needs. H. Poetzsch, 3049 N. 91st St., Mil- 
waukee 10, Wisc. 

"52 XK-120 JAGUAR coupe, perfect and immaculate 
condition, low mileage, functional extras, selling to 
offset private business loss, this is no sacrifice sale 
M. Socol, 803 W. Walker, Breckenridge, Texas. 

‘51 LANCIA AURELIA competition model, two 
liter, Nardi manifold, two dual Solex carbs, sacri- 





fice $4995. J. Zimmerman, 4629 Sunset Blvd., Los 
Angeles 27, Calif. NOrmandy 3-0030. 

‘19 DODGE touring, 5 extra tires, extra parts, li- 
censed, A-1 condition and original, drive anywhere, 


first offer over $450 takes. C. Hatfield, Box 124, 
Clarinda, Iowa. 

°33 PACKARD eight, 4-door gray sedan, original 
throughout, 39,500 actual miles, perfect condition, 
wire wheels with discs, sidemounts, power brakes, 
automatic lubrication $450. J. Baer, 2317 Harvard 
St., Palo Alto, Calif. 

‘34 PACKARD V-12 Dietrich close-coupled conv. 
sedan, low mileage, original, nearly perfect in every 
way, original owner, $2500 including $1000 worth 
spare parts, tires. Mrs. F. Peterson, 9 Brimmer St., 
Boston, Mass. 

‘51 FORD V8 block complete with new Ardun 
heads, intake, exhaust manifolds, original; $900, 
fair offer considered. H. Lash, 240 E. Palisade Ave., 
Englewood, N.J. 

‘33 CHRYSLER Custom Imperial, CL ‘series, 4-door, 
4-passenger, close-coupled LeBaron sedan, condition 
very good, black, $1100. C. Walkemeyer, 510 W. 
Main St., Madison, Ind. 

48 CONTINENTAL hardtop; body, interior, 
chrome mint condition, technically complete con- 
version to ‘53 210-hp Cad engine, 9786 miles, 12- 
volt system, station-finder radio, hi-fi phono, new 
nylon tires, Lifeguards, $3850. A. deAlth, 1060 
Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 

36 CADILLAC V8 conv. with rumbleseat, white- 


walls, original low mileage, one owner, recently 
painted, good shape throughout, $350. Mrs. F. 
Hardon, 240 Chestnut Hill Rd., Chestnut Hill 67, 
Mass. 


NEW CROSLEY PARTS: send $1 for new listing 
and prices of Crosley, Model T, A Ford parts. Supply 
is definitely limited. W. Larson, Box 381, Williams- 


port, Pa. 

‘46 CONTINENTAL conv., new top, original en- 
gine, dark blue, needs slight restoration, best offer 
over $900. J. Monaghan, Jr., 3132 W. Central, 
Toledo, Ohio. 

P-II ROLLS ROYCE 7-passenger sedan, exceptional 
condition, deep blue original finish, black fenders, 











Hi-POWER 


POWER rivs ECONOMY! 





SPLIT c 
MANIFOLD KITS 
hev., Plym. : 
exCLUSIVE! includes oN Brackets and E-Z 
Dual Side Tailpipe, ae uMpolts to present mani- 


ions. Easily w 
ees Stock or Hollywood Mufflers. 


1. Inline Cars 
& ANG &S Cy oid Head Pipe, 
















Complete....------.r70° 2° 


(Set with 2 ‘ 
DUAL MUFFLER 
Set 


AMERICA’S FINEST! reduces 
back pressure to 50%—increases 
power, mileage and engine life. 
Beautiful tone—DEEP but not loud! 
includes Pipes, Brackets and CHOICE 
of 2 Steelpac or Glass Pack Mufflers. 

1932-53 FORDS & MERCS...$16.95 


















1954 FORDS & MERCS...... 24.00 
(Dual Side Tailpipe $5 Extra) 
For Olds, Stude V-8’s........ 39.00 


V-8 DUAL KITS 


SAVE! Same set as above—less muf- 
flers & T. P. Quiet yet efficient! 


LA. Serre 
























RY 15% MORE POWER! Finest bal- 
anced system made — Includes 
add Headers, _ Extensions, Tailpipe, 
- Brackets and CHOICE of 2 Steel- 
Z pac or Glass Pack Mufflers. 
| fv 
f EASY TO INSTALL 


1935-53 FORDS & MERCS...$36.00 
1954 FORDS & MERCS 64.00 








j CHEV, Plym, Dodge 55.00 
Olds, Stude, Lincoln v-8’s. . 69.00 


LIFETIME GLASSPACS 


BEAUTIFUL MELLOW TONES 


Famous FIBERGLAS packing—guaranteed for 
life of car! Straight-thru design cuts back 
pressure—adds power! Outlasts others! 

(Reg. $12.00) 


ALL FORD, MERC., CHEV., PLYM........ $7.95 
i MDG 0 <n4i cS ceenescondsye 














Finest pre-fabricated head- 


gy mbly. Heavy 
for easy asse 
i flanges, gaskets and 
“E-7” Instructions. 
SPECIAL....----0200008"" 








ron NEW CATALOG 


"“ we 
and “HOP UP GUIDE 
Brings a “Speed Shop’’ to you 
—1000’s Speed, Power, Economy 
and Custom Equipment Values. 
Includes Souping Tips and Tune 
a ara ene 25¢ 

(or Free with 
order) 





Motor Trend 








uphol: 
anywh 
ville, 
37 C 
holster 
swap | 


Back, 


Lindqu 


WA 


41 CC 
6-cyl. 

give oO 
area. E 
31 CH 
dition, 
H. Cor 
INSTR 
Series | 
all lee 
combe, 

















































‘rend 


9g blue upholstery. F. Shavney, Jr., 1415 N. 52nd 
Philadelp hia 31, 
i CONTINENTAL, conv. with "52 Cad engine, 
7000 miles, 4 new tires, tubes, battery and top; 
shocks, running gear, etc. overhauled, mechanically 
A-l, $2300. R. Buckle, 114 Tiburon Blvd., Mill 
Valley, Calif. 
23 MODEL T FORD roadster, complete, no rust, 
one owner, no dents, have all license plates from 
23 to ‘46, $150 cash. D. Johnson, Harrodsburg, Ky 
31 MODEL A FORD roadster, complete, no rust, 
few dents, drive anywhere, $150 cash. D. Johnson, 
Harrodsburg, Ky. 
TWO '27 MODEL T FORD roadsters, little beat up 
and rusty, best offer over $100 takes both cars. D. 
Johns n, Harrodsburg, Ky. 
'299 ESSEX Coach, 25,000 miles, fine condition in- 
cluding top, all original, new battery, $175 or swap 
for obsolete and/or antique firearms. W. Eyberg, Box 
606, St. Clair, Mich. 
36 FORD sedan, outstanding features are very fine 
original condition of body inside and out, engine 
negligible, fair tires, good rear end, transmission, 
eno. R. Richards, NAF, Weeksville, Elizabeth 


N.C. 
50. ‘MAYBACH custom conv., aluminum sport body 
by Spohn, leather seats, lined top, Panzer engine 
3790 cc, ohv, cams, dual carburetion, $3000. W. 
ceca, Rt Princeton, Berke!ey, Mich. 
23, HAYNES Model 77 speedster, original paint, 
wp, re 000 miles, 6 new tires, wire wheels, 33 x 5, 
aluminum body, excellent condition, $1295. W. 
Miller, 13952 Centralia, Detroit 23, Mich. 
12 CADILLAC closed coupe; new batteries, good 
mnning condition, reconditioned in ‘50, original 
upholstery in fairly good condition, $1200. L. Gus- 
zak, 2430 Prescott, Corpus Christi, Texas. 
31 PLYMOUTH rumbleseat roadster, clean near- 
dassic lines, 6 wire wheels, original side curtains. 
Uses oil. Partial or complete restoration without kill- 
ing yourself. $85. P. Molson, 5959 Hollywood Blvd., 
Los Angeles 28. HOllywood 2-3261. 


SELL OR SWAP 


53 SUPER SKORPION, white plastic Carson top, 
full race Crosley engine, wiring burned in fire and 
hood slightly damaged, best offer in 30 days gets it. 
J. Peterson, Box 548, Burlington, Iowa. Phone 371. 
35 PIERCE conv. roadster, perfect, new leather, top, 
chrome, paint, battery, rebuilt 12-cyl. engine, 6 wire 
wheels, sacrifice $1500 or might swap. J. Balthasar, 
650 Girard Ave., E. Aurora, N.Y. 

VERITAS, Spohn bodied, $18,000 new ‘50, featured 
Nov. "53 MT, page 48, swap for sports car and 
$2750. Engine needs overhaul otherwise like new. 
C. Bauer, 6830 N. Kildare, Lincolnwood 30, III. 

31 MODEL A -5-passenger conv. excellent engine 
and sound body, paint fair, top @ood, good leather 
upholstery, this car original and ready to be driven 
ayonere. $450. W. Knox, Rt. 2, Box 132, Perry- 
ville 

37 CORD 810 sedan, new paint, rechromed, reup- 
holstered, new brakes, over 75% restored, $1000 or 
swav for late Auburn speedster or Continental. W. 
Back, 1720 Germantown Rd., Middletown, Ohio. 
Phone 3-3863. 

32 STUDEBAKER PRESIDENT straight 8 coupe, 
immaculate within and without, original paint, e 
23,000 miles, sell for $1050 or swap for MG. 
Lindquist, 609 E. Main St., Smethport, Pa. 


WANTED 


41 CONTINENTAL conv. Must use ‘51 Henry J 
6-cyl. fully equipped, new whitewalls, for trade, 
give or take depending on condition, New York 
area. E. Lovasz, 20 Glen Rd., Tuckahoe 7, N.Y. 

31 CHEVROLET roadster. rumbleseat, in "good con- 
dition, send full details, snaps and price first letter. 
H. Corvino, 4704 W. Grace St., Richmond, Va. 
INSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE manual for '26 
Series 80, 6-cyl. Pierce Arrow roadster, will answer 
all letters, also, any fittings, give prices. A. Hol- 
combe, 3054 Taraval St., San Francisco 17, Calif. 
TWO Graham or other blowers in good condition, 
pay $35 each. H. Lash, 240 E. Palisade Ave., En- 
slewood, N. 


36 or '37 LINCOLN- ZEPHYR coupe in A-1l con- 
dition, prefer in Midwest area, send pic of car if 
possible, state price, H. Krasovec, Franklin, Kan. 
07-13 BUCKET SEAT ROADSTER, send full de- 
ails, price and photo if available in first letter. B. 
Woodson, 18 Malvern Ave., Richmond, Va. 
ELECTRIC PASSENGER CAR, any make, Baker 
preferred, good condition, tires, batteries unimpor- 
ant, in Midwest. L. Shuh, 1427 Jersey Ridge Rd., 
Davenport, Iowa. 
STEAM CAR in restorable condition, will consider 
any make manufactured in the ‘20s or ‘30s, price 
must be reasonable, will pay cash. W. Ellis, P.O. 
Box 73, Lovelaceville, Ky. 
(CUSTOM EQUIPMENT for Crosley roadster and 
goed equipment for engine, pay cash or will trade 
unds dual manifold for Studebaker Champion 
and Vacu-Matic carburetor controls. E. Willis, 931 
Macon St., Aurora, Colo. 
‘40 or ‘41 HUPMOBILE SKYLARK, please send 
photo and all cee first letter. W. Fuller, Box 
4, Heltonville, Ind. 
WILL BUY OR WANT INFO on ‘41 Lincoln 
hyr dashboard tray for portable typewriter. V. 
Fritch, 14630 Riverside Dr., Detroit 15, Mich. 
‘17 STUDEBAKER or earlier with ‘11 preferred, 
ttasonably good condition, send price, photo, full 
—— to M. Studebaker, Rt. 9, Box 171, 
Charleston, S.C. 
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Adjustable Front & Rear Stabilizer 


e Increases tire mileage 

e Saves wear on shocks 

e Eliminates costly wheel alignment 
e Insures soft, noise-free riding 


e Increases safety from 
tire failure 


Tired springs can get the lift they need with HELLWIG SPRING STABI- 
LIZERS. Available for all late-model cars for either front or rear springs, 
coil or leaf type. 
HELLWIG SPRING STABILIZERS are engineered with the adjustable 
features to correct spring sag, also to decrease sway and roll on 
corners. Keeps your car from hitting bottom and will give you a 
smoother, safer ride under all road conditions. 
Protect your springs and shock absorbers before they are 
broken or sagged out. 
Do the job the new HELLWIG way. Sold with customer sat- 
HELLWIG isfaction. Your savings on tire wear will pay for the stabiliz- 
ers. If your dealer does not stock HELLWIG SPRING 
STABILIZERS, please send us his nome and address. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
HELLWIG PRODUCTS CO., Dept. M-6, 6231 San Fernando Rd., Glendale 1, Calif. 






























CONVERT YOUR JEEP TOA CLARY FLANGE renders 
2 WHEEL DRIVE se joins noperative, 
saves wear on front dif- 


IN MINUTES WITH A ferential and universal 


LARY FLANGE peyton * ser 


CLARY 51 has integral : 
closed cap. Specify for Thousands in use. 
late model Jeeps with. PROVED... Easy See your Jeep dealer 


pe a nut on 0 install. or send for catalog sheet 


UNIVERSAL fits all 

Jeeps but must be spe- Tite 
cified for older models . 
= -_ shaft nut on 11 RANDWICK AVENUE 
end of axle. OAKLAND ‘11, CALIFORNIA 


Approved by Army and Navy 


























you can become a member of 


KUSTOMS of AMERICA 


Sanctioned by George Barris, foremost 
custom car creator and designer. 


MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO AN 


EXCELLENT DISCOUNT ARRANGEMENT 
ON THE FOLLOWING: 





@ leadi thly aut tive magazines 
e Custom extensive accessories 

®@ Speed equipment for all makes 

© Club emblems, jackets, T-shirts, etc. 

® Trophies 

@ Custom rugs and upholstery 





Introductory membership only $2. No age limit. 


No car necessary. Membership open 
to men and women. Not necessary to 
use this coupon—a letter will suffice. 





KUSTOMS of AMERICA, 5864 Hollywood BI., Los Angeles 28 Cal. MT-6 
| hereby apply for membership in the Kustoms of America and 
enclose $2 for one year’s dues, entitling me to receive an official 














. membership card, windshield decal, discount catalog and fuli 
association privileges. 
-— SE et beaten. apo Age 
AES oar Address________ —___— 
esis a le _State. leleigianand 








ees x = boca 
Club affiliation, if any... 
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BIG PAY JOBS 


for men who qualify in 


(ls 


DIESELS 
Te) VP Pe 





TRAIN NOW FOR A DIESEL FUTURE 

Steady, high-pay jobs await men qualified in Diesel, 
Tractor, and Heavy Equipment. Are you qualified 
for job and advancement opportunities in this fast- 
growing field? You can qualify! 


COMPLETE DIESEL COURSE NOW AVAILABLE 
If you are ambitious and want to get ahead in this 
big money field, you'll want to know about the 
complete Diesel home training course now offered 
by Interstate Training Service. Covers all phases 
of operation, repair, service. Easy to master in 
spare time. No interference with present job. Up- 
to-the-minute. Regularly revised to cover new de- 
velopments. We invite comparison of material 
offered. Advisory placement service for students. 


YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF to investigate Inter- 
state Training Service Diesel Training. Thousands agree it 
has helped them to better jobs... better pay 
It can do the same for you! 

WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION TODAY! 
INTERSTATE TRAINING SERVICE 
Dept. X-29-F Portiand 13, Ore. 
Please see that | receive FREE 24-page book, 
Getting Ahead in Diese! 
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PORTABLE GARAGE 


HEAVY GAUGE 


75 


VINYL PLASTIC 
FORMER 


PRICE $10.09 
USE IT ANYWHERE! 
10-Day Money Back Guarantee 
* Goes wherever your car goes * Folds compactly 
¢ Keeps rain, dust. sun away * Protects your car’ 
finish « Durab'y constructed of vinyl plastic * Nylon 
threads for extra security * Spring-tite elasticized 
botiom « Fits all models * Direct from manufacture 
* Enclose $6.75 + 35¢ postage, or sent C.O.D. 


EXTRA HEAVY PLASTIC GARAGE 
$8.75 + 35¢ Postage * Former Price $12.i" 


MARDO SALES CORP. Dept. TG-6 
480 Lexington Avenue + New York 17, N.Y 


NOW’ POWER BRAKES 


America’s Newest Development 
Made by one of the largest manufacturers 


of automotive products 
oe . ea >» Fits all popular cars 
- ie , Easy to install 


<= jwithout speciai tools 
Instruction sheet in 
cluded. Priced Low 














@ ticleves leg effort 80% Postpaid only 
. brings new pleas- 
ure and safety to driving. $39.95 
@ Fast. safe stops with no $10.00 Deposit 
lock or skid. ; 
@ State make, year and required on 6.0.8. 


orders. ORDER NOW! 


model 





FREE! Hot Rod Accessories Catalog with ist Order 


MOTORPACE 





1632 MILWAUKEE AVE 
alley iclem yamias 
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~ DON'T DRILL the manifold! 
O Use a HI-VACUUM CARBURETOR 
, ; FLANGE to instal! your 
8 VACUUM GAUGE « VACUUM HORN 
. 7 Send $2.00, make & model car to: 
FLANGES 
. ” 253-A E. Angeleno Ave., Burbank, Calif. 
More POWER — less COST 
High Performance Modifications for 
DODGE, DESOTO & CHRYSLER V-8's 
Write for free Brochure to: 
AUSTIN AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING, Dept. 


VALVE OILER *« WATER INJECTOR 
eae, Modified Chrysler V8 Heads 
Box 117, Temple City, California 










Ms 
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YOU can have genuine white sidewalls—just 
by using this handy kit in your spare time. 
Custom Sidewalls use 100 per cent natural 
rubber, are cemented to black tires for a fac- 
tory-made whitewall appearance. Four rub- 
ber white sidewalls and all necessary tools 
and materials are yours for $9.95. Write to: 
Custom Sidewalls, Box 11758, Los Angeles 
47, Calif. 





PEP up your Volkswagea with this special 
oi! sump (used for racing on both the VW 
and the Porsche), these die-cast pistons (com- 
pression ratio of to 1), or a cast-alumi- 
aum carburetor manifold. The latter is fitted 
to take any type carburetor. For informa- 
tion on these carefully designed power boost- 
ers, write: Jack McAfee Motors, 13323 Ven- 
tura Blvd., Sherman Oaks, Calif. 





POWER BRAKES can now be installed 
on your present car quickly, easily, and eco- 
nomically. Midland’s power brake is compact 
and rugged, never needs lubrication. Used 
20 years by the trucking industry. Write: 
Midland Steel Products Co., 3641 E. Mil- 
waukee Ave., Detroit 11, Mich. 





IT FITS any car, any model, any year. and 
it’s designed to provide positive protection 
to car door edges. That's Anzick’s Flexible 
Chrome-Door Edge, an easy-to-install trim 
item that dresses up your car and at the same 
time protects the paint in parking lots. No 
holes to drill, no bolts to tighten. Write: 
Anzick Auto Body Parts Co., 23675 Mound 
Rd., Van Dyke, Mich. 


RECENTLY complimented on its perform- 
ance by the winner of a European rally, the 
Speed-Lite has a 20,000-candlepower out 


put, and is similar in design to an aircratt 
landing light. Despite 
five and three-quarter inches across its Pyrex 
lens. $11.95 each, six or 12 volts. Write to: 
Charles E. King and Co., 960 W. Chicago 
Ave., Chicago 22, 


its intensity, it’s only 


Ill. 





as baby 


powertul 
enough to clean your cooling system until 
the inside of your radiator shows a clean 


soap, but 


GENTLE 


brass color! ION-20 will not harm metals 
or hoses, will clean block to nearly factory 
newness. $3.00 from Wong Laboratories, Inc, 
3259 Madison Rd., Cincinnati 9, Ohio. 
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This department is not composed of paid advertising. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer for 
immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do not 
constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. When ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. 





WHEN YOU LIFT this telephone handset 
from its dashboard bracket, you won't call 
your wife and tell her you'll be late for 
dinner; instead, you'll probably use it as a 
spotlight, or as a trouble light for roadside 
repairs. The Phono-Lite sells for $8.50 plus 
50 cents postage. Specify six or 12 volts. 
Daurio Enterprises, Dept. MT, 894 Palisade 
Ave., Teaneck, N.J. 





MADE FOR JAGUARS, but available for 
all sports cars, this expansion tank will pro- 
vide cooler operating under all conditions. 
Made entirely of copper, and pressure-test- 
ed, the tank comes in kit form ready for 
installation. (It lowered the temperature by 
seven to 10 degrees on a test Austin- 
Healey.) Price, $25.25. Shulco, 119 S. West- 
ern Ave., Los Angeles 4, Calif. ° 





THE MERITS of safety belts are proven 
time and time again in competition, yet 
many of us aren't aware of their value 
when properly installed in our own cars. 
These nylon, CAA-approved safety belts 
with split-second-release buckles are $12.95 
each, come in red, green, or gray. Automo- 
tive Associates, Inc., Dept. P, 12145 Na- 
tional Blvd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 





WHETHER jou just check the oil or do 


major repair work, you'll recognize these 


Heet-Gard asbestos manifold sleeves as a 
must for high-manifold engines. They're 20 
inches long, six inches wide, have spring 
clamps for a tight grip. $2.25 each. Allen- 
Rick Co., 7927 Chase Ave., Los Angeles 45. 
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THE CONSTELLATION wheel disc is 
made of chrome-nickel stainless steel for 
high anti-rust qualities. The impeller-fin- 
type disc has a special finish in a desirable 
blue-white color. A patented feature gives 
positive fit on all 15-inch wheels. The Lyon 
Constellation retails at auto supply houses 
and tire dealers everywhere for about $25 
for a set of four. 





THESE self-leveling ignition contact points 
provide three contact areas instead of one. 
Point surfaces automatically stay parallel for 


better coil saturation, cooler contact sur- 
faces, and longer life. Fits most except screw- 
type contacts. $4.85 ppd. Premco Products, 
Inc., 5 Thomas St., Concord, N.H. 














| Auto-Crafts Div. 


Mm MAIL TODAY FOR FREE FACTS 











shok-pruf 
your car 


Eliminate those annoying static “seat 
shocks” by installing this new shok- 
pruf invention in your car today. 
Easy one minute installation! Equally efficient 
on top or under your seat covers. Stops both- 
ersome shocks generated by leather, leather- 
ette, plastic, nylon, wool upholstery. Durable 
and hand fully gua 


price $400 postpaid 


Pat. Pend. 





Protect the rear seat too! $1.75 pr. 
Send cash or money order—Sorry, no C.O.D.s 
DEALER INQUIRIES CORDIALLY INVITED 
Write on your letterhead 





shok-pruf, incorporated 
2189-D Riverside Drive, Los Angeles 39, Calif. 


C blue O plaid (CJ maroon 
D grey 0 red 0 green 
name 

NI ooo ites: as phasretsdecaphenedelanasatsibecyninencistniansth 
city --- BONE......STOTC............0 











HOUDAILLE 50-50 ACTION FORD 
SHOCK ABSORBERS—1928-1948 
Roadability & control insured at all speeds. 
G-U-A-R-A-N-T-E-E-D for 12,000 miles or 1 yr. 
$10.50 ea., ppd., L.A. State Ford model & 
location. Pioneer Shock Absorber Service. 
700 N. Prairie Ave. (Prairie near 118th St.) 
Hawthorne 3, Calif. Ph. ORegon 8-3660 




















Learn This Craft...Earn Big Money 


Look at the Help Wanted ads in your paper. The billion- 
dollar auto repair trade needs trained men NOW! The 
demand is big . . . pay is big . - opportunities are great. 
You have a chance to grow with. this growing trade, per- 
haps set up your own profitable shop. 


CASH IN ON YOUR SPARE TIME! 

You can begin your Auto Body & Fender Training at home 
in spare time with the proven UEI plan. You learn about 
appearance reconditioning, metalwork, painting, welding, 
other practical phases without leaving your present job. 
Then get actual practice in our large, well-equipped shops, 
repairing wrecked cars under the guidance of skilled in- 
structors. Get FREE book and all the facts by sending 
coupon NOW! 

UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 2523 Sheffield Ave. 
Dept. XAN-9 Chicago 14, Ill. 












Auto-Crafts Div. i 
UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE ' 
2523 Sheffield Ave., Dept. XAN-9. Chicago 14 } 
YES! Rush FREE Book and full facts on Auto Body { 
& Fender Repair Training. i 
Name Age.......... j 
Address... ' 
a ee Zone or County................ Stete........ : 


{ } Check for special information if under (7. 
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LOCK 


Pat Pending 









FITS ANY 
SKIRT—ANY ; 
FENDER—ANY POSITIVE Double 


CAR ! EASILY INSTALLED ! LOCKING ACTION 


Strongly made and precision engi- 











L - i f 
Ooks good—because it adds a smart custom touch. Does good neered. Chrome-plated lock with 
— because it offers positive protection —is approved by insurance two keys, heavy cadmium-plated 
companies. Every wheel fender skirt deserves Sxiat-Lox! steel fittings. 





At Your Auto Supply Dealer .°.. Foxcraft Products 








THE NEW JULY CAR CRAFT SHOWS YOU HOW TO: 


@ Build a Trials Car @ Make a Custom Top 

@ Build a Nitro Engine (1st in a series) 

@ Assemble a Quick-Change Rear End 

@ and takes you inside the Turbo-engined Firebird 


@on sale JUNE 2nd 











74 








The information listed is accurate to the best of our 
knowledge. However, programs and dates are subject 
to change, and it is Suggested that you check in ad 
vance to avoid disappointment. 


CALIFORNIA 

May 30—Corona, Corona Circle road _ race 

June 5-6—San Francisco, SCCA Golden Gate Park 
road race 

June 24-27—Los Angeles, National Truck, Trailer 
& Equipment Show 


CONNECTICUT 
June 13—Thompson, AAA midget races 


ILLINOIS 

May 10, June 14—Springfield, AAA midget races 

June 19-20—Rantoul, SCCA sports car races, Cha- 
nuce AFB 

June 25—Chicago, AAA midget races ( night) 


INDIANA 

May 21, June 18—Kokomo, AAA midget races 

May 22, June 12—South Bend, AAA midget races 

May 22-31—Indianapolis, Indianapolis Custom 
Auto Show 

May 23-30—Winchester, AAA sprint car races 

May 30, June 26—lIndianapolis AAA midget races 

May 30—Columbus, Hoosier Sports Car Classic 
sports car races, Atterbury AF 

May 31—Indianapolis, 38th International AAA 
Grand Prix, 500-mile race 

June 4—Fort Wayne, AAA midget races ( night) 

June 5—Warsaw, AAA midget races ( night) 

June 11-—La Fayerre, AAA midget races ( night) 

June 12—Hammond, AAA sprint car races ( night) 

June 13—Terre Haute, AAA sprint car races 

June 15—Jeffersonville, AAA midget races ( night) 

June 27—Salem, AAA sprint car races 


MARYLAND 
May 16-——Cumberland, SCCA_ sports car races 
(Steel Cities Region) 


MASSACHUSETTS 

May 29—Springfield, AAA sprint car races 

June 5-6—Springfield, SCCA sports car races, 
Westover AFB 

June 12——Springfield, AAA stock car races 


MICHIGAN 
May 20, June 19—Detroit, AAA midget races 
June 27—Mt. Clement, AAA stock car races 
NEW YORK 
May 21-23—Keene, MSCA Sixth Keene Mountain 

Hillclimb 

June 19—Dexter Park, AAA midget races ( night) 
NEW JERSEY 
June 16—Old Bridge, AAA midget races ( night) 
June 27—Flemington, AAA sprint car races 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
June 18-30—Gilford, 34th Annual Gypsy Tour 
and 100-mile championship road race 


OHIO 
June 2, 16, 30—Cincinnati, AAA midget races 
June 17—Akron, AAA midget races ( night) 


June 20—Dayton, AAA sprint car races 
June 20—Toledo, AAA stock car races 


PENNSYLVANIA 

June 6—Reading, AAA sprint car races 

June 12-13—Reading, MG-CC hillclimb 

June 14—Wéilliams Grove, AAA sprint car races 

June 18—Altwona, AAA midget races ( night) 

June 20—Langhorne, AAA _ 100-mile National 
Championship race (rain date, June 27) 

June 22—Uniontown, AAA midget races ( night) 

June 23—Sharon, AAA midget races ( night) 

RHODE iSLAND 

May, June—Lonsdale, stock car races 

TEXAS 

Saturday nights—El Paso, stock car racing, C.D. 
Evans Oval 

VERMONT 

June 19-20—Mc. Equinox, SCCA Hillclimb 


WISCONSIN 
June 6—Milwaukee, AAA National Championship 
100-mile race ( rain date; June 13) 


Motor Trend 
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j was so fed up after the first seven 
months with my new car, I was ready 
| to swap it for a bushel of bus tokens! 
hving just laid out quite a few kopeks for 
e latest “super deluxe” model, I was pret- 
sore when service bills began piling up. 
ist, it was overheating; then squeaks & 
ttles; later two loose rod bearings, then 
y battery went dead; the tappets needed 
ijusting; wiring got a hidden “short,” etc. 
equent “tune-ups” failed to produce the 
ooth idling or the mileage I expected, and 
spite of two alignment jobs, my front 
es wore smooth at 7,000 miles. 
















tperience is not necessary. You can make 
imple adjustments that will give you up to 
i greater mileage. 


laybe you think I simply got a “lemon,” 
t if I told you the make, you'd agree it’s 
e of Detroit’s finest. With each new 
tch of grief, naturally I was socked with 
whopping bill. Trying a different mechan- 
simply produced an entirely different 
iagnosis of the same fault. This was the 
p-off. I knew I was being “taken,” but 
rho could I believe? Who could be trusted? 
y then, I was so disgusted, I would have 
traded for another make, except that previ- 
1s experience with that one hadn’t been 
xactly rosy either. 


ortunately, that’s all water under the 
ridge. Today, I’m driving the same old 
us, and put in about 20,000 miles per 
ear, but it hasn’t seen the inside of a shop 





pr months. I’m getting up to 30 miles per 






Newhouse Automotive Industries 
5805 E. Beverly Blvd., Dept. 174 

Los Angeles 22, California 

Rush me the Speed, Power & Economy Hand- 
book for no risk examination. I agree to pay 
postman on arrival $1.98 plus postage. If not 
completely satisfied, I will return it within 10 
days for a full refund. 





How | Beat the 
Car Repair Racket! 


One Motorist’s Battle Against 
Crooked Mechanics and High 
Upkeep Costs—and How He Won! 


By Brian Widman 
















The operation, and upkeep of a car takes a fat slice of your in- 
come. Follow this man’s example and save up to $300 this year 
on repairs, gas and oil. 


gallon; I change oil only about once a year 
and I still have plenty of rubber on my sec- 
ond set of tires. A dealer has offered me top 
trade-in on a new model, but he’s wasting 
his time; I’m too pleased with my car now 
to part with it. 


How to Cut Costs 


How did my luck suddenly change? Here's 
the story. One night I ran across an ad for 
a volume called the Speed, Power, & Econ- 
omy Handbook. The ad made some pretty 
strong claims, and frankly, I was skeptical. 
In desperation, I got a copy and read it 
through from cover to cover. It was an 
amazing discovery! Here was all the com- 
bined experience of top automotive authori- 
ties—fascinating, inside information not 
available from any other source, all in easy- 
to-understand terms, and packed into one 
volume. I learned, for instance, that a cer- 
tain method makes it unnecessary to change 
oil every 2,000 miles; that 80% of gasoline 
energy doesn’t move your car one inch; 
that power loss out the exhaust can be pre- 
vented, and that many hundreds of dollars 
can be saved on gas, oil, repairs, and prod- 
uct purchases. 


Get Amazing New Performance 


Was all this on the level? Well, the first 
day, I made a simple carburetor adjustment 
that has been giving me almost 4 more miles 
per gallon ever since. Although I’m no me- 
chanical genius, I did this with a dime store 
screwdriver and a pair of pliers. 

The tips on doubling tire mileage, alone, 
have already saved me about $50.00. There 
was complete information on how to get 
25 miles per hour faster top speed without 
straining your engine. Mine idles so smooth- 
ly now, I can hardly hear it, yet power is 
terrific, and the pickup is amazing. The 
book showed an easy way to start my car, 
even with a dead battery, and gave scores 
of other valuable hints and ideas. There was 
all kinds of dope on how to do fancy cus- 
tomizing jobs without cost. 





Name 





Address 





Zone 


City 
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Best of all, I’m really saving on upkeep. 
From the hundreds of clear, step-by-step 
photos and diagrams, I can tackle all kinds 
ot simple repairs myself. On major work, I 
can figure in advance about what’s involved, 
and roughly how much a garage should 
charge. I’m no longer a sitting target for a 
few crooked mechanics, and reputable re- 
pairmen seem to appreciate a customer who 
understands service problems. 


I sincerely feel the Newhouse Speed, Power 
& Economy Handbook is one of the best 
investments I ever made, and I’m convinced 
no car owner can afford to be without it. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 


The above experience is typical of the near- 
ly half million readers of the great New- 
house Speed, Power & Economy books. If 
you d like the real know-how of the experts 
at your fingertips, mail the coupon today. 
When your book arrives, browse through 
each exciting chapter. If, after reading, you 
feel it isn’t all Brian Widman says, and 
more, just mail it back within 10 days, for 
a full refund . . . no questions will be asked. 


Free Gift Offer 


To make the deal even better, along with 
the giant handbook, you'll receive absolute- 
ly free three valuable extra booklets: 1. 
Economy Driving Manual; selected econ- 
omy hints and info on top economy prod- 
ucts. 2. High Performance Equipment 
Manual; 65 pages of specifications & prices 
on over a thousand speed, power & economy 
products. 3. Famous “How” Book; reveals 
for the first time how some drivers can actu- 
ally drive 150 miles per gallon of gas. 
Think of the bets you can win with this one! 


These three are yours to keep for your 
trouble, even if you should decide to return 
the big Speed, Power & Economy Hand- 
book. So don’t delay—send $1.98 for your 
copy now—today! Newhouse Automotive 
Industries, 5805 E. Beverly Blvd., Dept. 
174, Los Angeles 22, California. 


Please send also the three 
gift books described 
above. These I will keep 
even if I return the New- 
house Handbook. 


(0 Save mone. Send $1.98 with order and we 
pay all shipping costs. 

















The world-famous XK 120 engine 

... aerodynamic steel body 

and super-strengthened frame 

.-. perfect suspension ,.. precision steering 
... sure braking ... superb “roadability” 


under any conditions: that’s JAGUAR! 


meOONTROLLED POWER 


JAGUAR 





the Rinost car of ibs class in the we U, 





XK 120 

Super Sports 
priced from $3345 
at Port of Entry 
Wire wheels and 
white wall tires 
additional 


Importer East of the Mississippi Importer West of the Mississi 
THE HOFFMAN MOTOR CAR CO., INC., 487 PARK AVE., N.Y. «© CHARLES H. HORNBURG, Jr., INC., 9176 SUNSET BLVD., LOS ANGE 








